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i’m not sure about you but as i type this in mid- 
August i cannot believe how fast it is approaching, 
summer always seems to go past way too quickly 
and we have to leave behind the carefree late nights 
and lazy mornings and get back into routines, but 
depending on how look at it, what your perspective 
is, this can be a good or a bad thing!

I love summer, I love the opportunity 
it brings to explore new places and 
new things without the normal 
time restraints because of other 
responsibilities.  I love the things that 
only happen in summer - eating too 
much at barbecues, days out at the 
beach (on our one day of Northern 
Irish summer!) picnics in the park, 
holiday bible weeks, but I also love 
the routine of September.  The 
planning and preparing for the new 
season, praying that God will move like never before 
in our churches and across our land. We can dread it, 
or we can grab hold of it with both hands and a full 
heart, we can be all in with our hearts and our hands 
ready to serve and be all God needs us to be in this 
next season or we can moan and groan about dark 
nights and coldness approaching. 

In this edition we are looking at perspective and how 
ultimately when we fix our eyes on Jesus all else 
fades in comparison. He is the author and finisher of 
our faith, there is nothing, absolutely nothing, and 
no one, outside His reach.  He is perfect in all of His 
ways and has plans to prosper us, plans for good and 
not for evil. Surely that can bring a smile to your face 
and a confidence to your heart? Whatever this next 
season brings - God has got you!

I hope as you read the news and articles within you 
will be reminded of God’s great faithfulness and you 
will be encouraged by the amazing things He has 
done across our movement this summer. We have 
only been able to capture a little of what happened in 
some of our churches in the summer serving pages, 

and it is really only a glimpse of what happened at 
both Wondrous and Relentless.  To say that God 
showed up and showed off in the most beautiful of 
ways is an understatement and I hope the pages 
within capture just a little of that.  Please pray for the 
teams involved in both major summer events. Each 
year they go from strength to strength, get better 
and better and the impact they each have grows and 

widens.  Pray that as 2017 plans get 
fleshed out that the teams and people 
involved will know Gods leading, 
direction and favour in every way. 

And finally, enjoy this next season 
and the opportunities it brings.  Invite 
your neighbour to church, bring that 
friend to the coffee morning, give to 
that need, bless that family, pray for 
that person who is sick, but whatever 
you do in word or deed, do all in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through Him (Col3:17) Our world is hurting, 
some days it feels like it is failing apart at the seems, 
but we know the One who can redeem and rescue all 
things.  Live in that perspective when you read, listen 
or watch the news, or when you scroll through your 
social media feed.  

Ask, believe, expect, pray bigger, bolder prayers, and 
trust that God can use people just like you and me in 
the places and positions that He has placed us. You 
know the One who is the answer to every question, 
the helpmate in every circumstance.  Ask and allow 
Him to use you to bring hope to the hurting and light 
to the dark places. 

Perspective changes everything!

Much love,  ■

September 
already hey?! 
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News News

WE 
WANT 
TO 
HEAR 
FROM 
YOU!
A BIG THANK YOU to 
all of you who continue 
to send in your news 
and articles  for the 
magazine! If you would 
like to contribute to 
Elim Life Magazine, 
please take notice of 
our deadlines below for 
submitting articles / 
news / testimonies in the 
coming year!  

Many blessings,
Sara

December 2016 Issue
31st October

February 2017 Issue
30th December

huge congratulations 
to our serious4god 
leader darren 
mcclatchey who 
married lauren on a 
beautiful sunny day on 
16th August 2016.  

Please keep Darren and 
Lauren in your prayers 
as they begin this new 
chapter as Mr & Mrs 
McClatchey.  ■

WEddiNg 
CONgratUlatiONS!

this year, around 55 ladies met at the 
magherabuoy house hotel, Portrush, 
for our twelfth annual hearts on fire 
conference.  Although most of the ladies 
were from Elim churches, several other 
denominations were represented and one 
lady even travelled over from Scotland 
especially for the weekend!  It is such a 
blessing to see the ladies meet up year after 
year, renewing fellowship and hungry for 
the Word of God and His presence. 

We always have a couple of games at the 
start of each session, excluding Sunday 
morning. Our theme this year was 
‘Daughters of the King.’  Each team was 
given the task of dressing someone up as a 
princess, using only coloured plastic bags 
and various ribbons and bows. The ladies 
were just as competitive as ever and I must 
say I was amazed at the creativity and style 
of some of the dresses. It just made the 
judging so much more difficult. 
At the Friday night session, Margaret 
McBurney spoke from Galatians 4:4 
and Ephesians 4:1-2 on the privileges 
and responsibilities of being a Daughter 
of the King.  Following communion on 
Sunday morning, Julie Roberts spoke from 

Numbers 28:1-7 about the daughters of 
Zelophehad receiving their inheritance.

Our guest speaker was Rosemary McAuley 
who ministered at both sessions on 
Saturday on “What do you do when you’re 
running on empty?” using the example of 
the widow and the cruse of oil from 2 Kings 
4:1-7. Throughout the weekend, Rosemary 
also ministered prophetically to several 
women who later shared how the Lord had 
spoken right into their lives and situations. 

During our time of sharing on Sunday 
morning we were so blessed as many of 
the ladies testified of how the Lord had 
touched and spoken to them throughout 
the weekend. Some even shared that 
they were starting to save for next year’s 
conference already!  Although we always 
have times of great fun and fellowship at 
the Hearts on Fire Conference, our main 
purpose, as stated in our motto, is to equip 
the women to seek more of God, though 
His Word and the Holy Spirit; to soak in 
His Presence; and to serve Him with all of 
our hearts. God bless. ■

// Margaret McBurney 

HEartS 
ON FirE
Seeking 
Soaking
Serving

NEEd ParkiNg 
iN BElFaSt?

    Park SPaCES availaBlE 
FOr rENt at SOUtH BElFaSt Elim

ONlY 5 miNS 
Walk tO 
CitY CENtrE 

Contact info@southbelfastelim.org 
for further details.
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during the summer seAson All over irelAnd our 
churches hAve Become A huB of Activity with lots of 
Activities for young And old Alike.  we can’t tell all of the stories 
on our pages, because that would take a magazine in its entirety, but we did 
want to make mention of just some of the ways just a few of our local churches 
have been making an impact. 

every event, every conversation, every moment has been a seed planted.  
Please pray that our summer serving would continue to impact in many ways 
long after the sun has disappeared and the harshness of winter arrives. 

straight after relentless youth camp a team 
of over 30 young people and leaders from 
dundonald elim went on mission in their 
local community to show gods love in very 
practical ways.  Through painting fences, 
weeding gardens, visiting people in nursing 
homes and much more. In practically serving 
our community in this way we were able to 
have conversations with people about God and 
to pray with them on their door step. We are 
excited and believing for a move of God in our 
community. ■

// Aimee McGuicken

Mission DunDonalD

in July six young men came 
to Brookeborough elim from 
dundonald and spent a week of their 
lives teaching kids about football and 
about Jesus - what a week!  

The guys arrived with us on Sunday 
afternoon and straight away 
brought an energy and life that was 
contagious, they were prayed for, 
pumped up and excited for all that 
God would do that week in a park just 
across the road from our church. 

We had between 30-40 boys and 
girls from the local communities and 
beyond every day, with parents happy 
to drop them off for a fun filled few 
hours.  The kids loved it, the leaders 
loved it and I am sure that heaven 
smiled on them too!  I personally 
loved getting the opportunity to 
watch young men champion the 
younger generation. Young men 
getting alongside smaller kids playing 
football, cheering them as 
they won and consoling 
them as they missed a 
goal, being part of their 
lives, not just telling them 
how, but playing the 
game with them, building 
relationships and trust. 
To watch them gathered 
in their smaller groups, 
surrounded by kids just 
soaking in every word of the 
truth of the Jesus that they 
shared, unforgettable! And it 
was life changing for seven 
young kids who made the 

best decision of their lives and said a 
big yes to following Jesus. 
It was always about football yet was 
never about football!  Everything that 
was said and done was about a servant 
heart, a use of a gift and talent to 
help others understand, teach others 
the truth, and allow others to see the 
beauty of a relationship with Jesus. 

Thank you to Jamie for leading the 
way, to Tyler, Reuben, Jack and 
MacKenzie - you guys are the best, 
you have a family in Brookeborough 
Elim who love you very much and who 
are excited for the future “Game of 
Our Lives” that will happen across the 
Fermangh county.  Dream big boys, 
and keep playing football for Jesus!  
Thank you also to Dundonald Elim - 
we are so grateful for our extended 
Elim family and we truly are better 
together. ■

// Sara Allen  

brookeborough eliM
Game of our Lives

6  +  Elim Life
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Feature

during a week in August, 150 
children from Armagh and 
surrounding areas along with 
35 leaders had a farmstastic 
week in Armagh elim.  Together 
we learned how to grow with our 
faithful God through the life of 
Joseph. When Joseph was in the 
pit, prison and ruler over Egypt 
he trusted God knowing He had 
a perfect plan for him, this plan 
saw not only save himself but his 
entire family from famine and 
we learnt that that whatever we 
face in life God is in control. He 
knows the bigger picture and we 
simply need to trust Him to work 
it all out for our good.  

We pray that the fifteen children 
who made a commitment during 
the week to follow Jesus will hide 
His word in their hearts as they 

return to school in September 
and through the rest of their 
lives. 

Romans 8v28 “And we know 
that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him, 
who are called according to his 
purpose”. ■

// Diane Irwin 

arMagh 

safari ni 2016 in ormeau Park.  Despite the best efforts of 
the Northern Irish weather to put a dampener on things, over 
3000 people attended the event and were entertained with 
animal farms, live music, cage football, birds of prey, horse and 
carriage rides and much more. We can’t wait until next year - 
rain or shine! ■

// Aisleagh McConnell  

uT
safari Ni



    

A
note
from
edwin

While on holiday this year Margaret 
and I decided to spend a day on the 
beach.  It’s not something we always 
do, I’ve never really liked the abrasive 
mix of sand and sun cream! On the 
particular beach we visited there is a 
strong northerly drift. People regularly 
enter the water to splash around but 
soon discover when coming out again 
they’re twenty or thirty meters north 
of where they went in. Quite a few have 
learned the hard way, that it’s a good 
idea to check the colour of your brolly 
and beach towel before lying down 
again after wandering lazily out of the 
water!   

About a mile or so 
out to sea there is 
a sizeable island 
with a few random 
buildings on it.  It was 
a spectacular day, 
hot, but with a strong 
breeze, blue skies, the 
perfect holiday setting.  
As we lay there, both of 
us noticed a swimmer in the 
water much further out than 
people normally go, probably a good 
two or three hundred meters.  The 
swimmer was swimming strongly and 
as we spotted him he was just beside 
an orange buoy in the water.  A little 
bit concerned, we focused in on the 
swimmer and noticed that after several 
minutes even with a strong front crawl 
he appeared to be making no progress 
against the current and in spite of all 
the effort was remaining just the same 
distance from the buoy.  Growing even 
more concerned I began to wonder if he 
might be in trouble and was starting to 
think about getting some help. I looked 

make sure 
you’re growing in 

the habit of viewing 
everything from the 

reliable perspective of 
god’s word. All others 
markers are shifting, 
and will lead to faulty 

deductions.

[irish superintendent]

fallen as Christians must always be 
shaped and determined by God’s word. 
The inspired, infallible, unchanging 
revelation of truth must shape our 
perspective on everything. Even on 
ourselves.  I constantly meet believers 
who are living with the consequences 
of having a totally wrong perspective 
when they look at their lives. They see 
themselves only from the perspective 
of hereditary family traits and DNA, 
totally ignoring the fact that they 
are new creatures in Christ; that God 
Himself took up residence within them 
at the point of salvation with a view to 
changing them into the image of Christ 
and lavish on them all the benefits of 
the Kingdom of God.  I meet others who 
view themselves from the perspective 
of weakness and past failures instead 
of the fact that they are positioned 
‘in Christ’ and as such are justified, 
forgiven and in fact crucified with 
Christ and already set free from the 
power of sin. It’s all to do with their 
perspective.

For the Christian, fear, low self esteem, 
condemnation, feelings of inadequacy, 
identity problems, lack of motivation, 
complacency and a host of other things 
are the result of faulty perspective.  

Make sure you’re growing in the habit 
of viewing yourself and others, in fact 
everything in life, from the reliable 
perspective of God’s Word.  All others 
markers are shifting, and will lead to 
faulty deductions.  Jesus said, “You will 
know the truth and the truth will set 
you free” Jh.8:32.

I wish I could have ended the first 
part of the story by sharing that I 
was the hero, got the man rescued, 
he became a Christian and turned out 
to be a millionaire who is now giving 
thousands to the work of God.  Truth 
is, as you already know, he was never 
even in any danger, it was all in my 
mind, an imaginary problem brought on 
by faulty perspective........just like many 
other things in life! ■

// Edwin Michael
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around to see if anyone 
else had noticed but no 
one seemed to have 
spotted him and with 
that the pressure 
mounted even more.   
After a couple more 

minutes fixated on 
the gap between the 

swimmer and the buoy 
I was convinced I had to 

do something.  Then suddenly 
it dawned on me.  When I lifted my 
eyes, widened my gaze and viewed the 
swimmer against the coastline of the 
immovable island which lay beyond 
him he had actually made considerable 
distance in the desired direction.  
However he still remained just the 
same distance from the buoy.  It 
turned out he was in training, and was 
actually attached to the buoy which 
was travelling with him.  The buoy, 
which was not fixed, was absolutely no 
good to me in checking his progress, I 
needed the immovable island to really 
gauge where the swimmer was.  For a 
few moments I had been completely 
disorientated.  It turned out there was 
no crisis, no need for a life guard, the 
swimmer was perfectly fine and walked 
up the beach about 30 minutes later.  I 
had been within seconds of making a 
total spectacle of myself by raising a 
false alarm.

It all had to do with my perspective.  
How I viewed the situation.  In life 
proper perspective is vital. Over the 
years I have become totally convinced 
that God’s word is the only reliable, 
immovable marker we can gauge 
things by.  Everything else is in a state 
of flux.  Everything else is moving with 
us.  If I judge my life by the morals 
and standards of the world, they are 
constantly shifting and I have no 
idea where I really am.  In fact I may 
convince myself I’m doing very well 
if I choose as my guide the low bench 
mark of the world.  As Christians we 
must learn to view everything in life 
through the lens of God’s Word.  Our 
attitude towards others, e.g. migrants, 
foreign nationals, or those who have 
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Elevated above it all, and as higher you rise so does 
your aspect, life is considered from a new vantage 
point. The scene has altered somewhat. It’s a bird’s 
eye view. The landscape has changed, the angles 
softened and, if you savour that moment privately, 
the altitude will change your attitude. You are not 
so important way up here. 

I wonder, could we keep that in mind when 
somehow those days come when the world seems 
to revolve around us; those days when it’s all about 
our set back, our hurt and our weakness; those days 
when we believers can help no one because we first 
need help ourselves? The Prophet Isaiah said it’s on 
those days we don’t need to flap or flounder; there 
are reserves for God’s own. “But those who trust in 
the Lord will find new strength.  They will soar high 
on wings like eagles.  They will run and not grow 
weary.  They will walk and not faint.” (Isaiah 40:31, 
NLT)

This is no wishy-washy expression of 
encouragement, advising us to just get on with 
it. Instead, we find words to proclaim over our 
wavering souls; words that, if believed, will turn our 
limps into lunges; words that, if prayed over, turn 
our weakness into wings; words that, if meditated 
upon, bring us up to the cloudy cliff tops where 
God leans down. Here is the perch where Jesus 
supplicates on our behalf. 

Let me ask you, “Do you want to rise up against 
those come downs? Can Isaiah’s experience 
become our own reality today?” Often we hesitate 
in approaching the runway to Him, never mind 
get on the flight path. Is it our unconfessed sin, or 
perhaps our incorrect perceptions of our God, that 
ground us? Why won’t we choose to soar on wings 
like eagles? If it is the former, David encourages us 
that those who are cleansed and forgiven may enter 
God’s presence. We are welcomed on His wings.

“Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord?
Or who may stand in His holy place?
He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
Who has not lifted up his soul to an idol
Nor sworn deceitfully.” (Psalm 24:3-4, NLT)

If it is the latter, beloved, God is eagerly inviting us 
to come up higher still. In unexpected places we 
will search for Him and there He will be.  In secret 

places we will seek Him, we will find more of Him 
than we could imagine. He’s the Holy Spirit who 
transforms our foolish ways of thinking into the 
mind of Christ. He’s the same Spirit who restores 
the sparkle to our eyes.  He is the same resurrection 
power that turns our retreat into His departure 
lounge.

“Time brings perspective,” they say. But I have 
found that it is time with God that brings true 
perspective. Time is well spent when we open 
ourselves to let His Spirit flow into the broken 
places within us. This is God impressing upon our 
minds His trustworthy perspective. For our God 
is our truest point of reference and will frame the 
way we see every person and every circumstance. 
Without God’s unique vision we may think, but not 
actually understand; we may look, but not actually 
see; we may work hard, but not actually achieve 
much.

Joyce Meyer recently said, “Grace is the power of 
the Holy Spirit coming into our lives to enable us 
to do with ease what we can never do with any 
amount of struggle or effort on our own.” Not unlike 
us, that plane’s ascent into the clouds is not always 
tranquil. The engine has to work hard. We will have 
to fight distraction and busyness. But it’s when that 
big metal bird reaches the cloud-line and the seat 
belt sign switches off that the voyagers can enjoy 
more freedom. 

Once up there, the world is still, the 
glory of the Son is always shining 
and everything is correctly sized 
in comparison to our Great God. 
So maybe, like me, no flying 
dreams for you anytime 
soon, but soaring high on 
any given day is definitely 
possible. ■

// Charmaine McBride

isAiAh 40:31

recently, i listened to a famous pastor describe 
his exhilarating dreams of being able to fly. 
i became aware that i’d never aspired to any 
supernatural flying dreams, even as a child.

I wanted to put my head down and have that 
dream there and then. Well for now, I will have to 
be content with a winged vehicle a couple of times 
a year.

I really relish being in the sky. I get excited at take 
off and, for the most part, enjoy the journey. But 
please, someone, take my hand and hold it tightly 
for the landing! The best moments, surely, are 
when the pilot takes a sharp turn and the plane 
slants to one side and you peer through that little 
square and see the world uniquely. Profoundly 
small and wide-eyed, you look down upon the little 
fields and kingdoms and perhaps get a feel for 
what King Solomon was touching on in Ecclesiastes 
6:12 when he said “our lives are like a shadow.”
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often we 
hesitAte in 
APProAching the 
runwAy to him, 
never mind get 
on the flight 
PAth. IS IT OUR 
UNCONFESSED 
SIN, OR PERHAPS 
OUR INCORRECT 
PERCEPTIONS OF 
OUR GOD, THAT 
GROUND US?
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It centres on us, what we want, what will give us a 
happy fulfilled life. The problem is, the worldview 
does not work nor can it work. It is in complete 
opposition to the Bible perspective. James sums 
up the world view in chapter 4:13-16: “Come now, 
you who say, Today or tomorrow we will go to such 
and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, 
and make a profit; whereas you do not know what 
will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is 
even a vapour that appears for a little time and then 
vanishes away. Instead you ought to say, If the Lord 
wills, we shall live and do this or that. But now you 
boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is 
evil.” 

As children of God we should no longer use the 
world’s perspective. Jesus tells us we are not 
of the world. “You are not of the world, but I 
chose you out of the world.” (John 15:19) We 
are called to follow Jesus, to put Him at the 
centre of our lives. We are not called to please 
ourselves but to please Him. Jesus, Himself, 
tells us the way to a fulfilled life in Matthew 
16:24-28: “Then Jesus said to His disciples, If 
anyone desires to come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 
For whoever desires to save his life will lose 
it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find 
it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole 
world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man 
give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man 
will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, 
and then He will reward each according to his works. 
Assuredly, I say to you, there are some standing here 
who shall not taste death till they see the Son of Man 
coming in His kingdom.” 

The Bible perspective is not “here and now” but 
“there and then”. If we only live for today then we 
have missed the message of the Gospel. The old 
songwriter put it so well when he wrote the words, 
“This world is not my home, I’m just a passing 
through.” We are called to be salt and light in the 
world but not to be part of it. 

As Christians we are called to a higher calling. We 
are called to live today looking for the Lord’s return. 
It is only when we realise that our destination is 
with Jesus that we are able to reject the world’s 
perspective and start to live the life God intends 
for us.  In John 14:1-4 Jesus reveals to us what our 
future is: “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe 
in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house are 
many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told 

you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive 
you to myself; that where I am, there you may be 
also. And where I go you know, and the way you 
know.” 

Over and over again, the Word of God tells us to 
look beyond this present life. That’s what the heroes 
of the Old Testament did in Hebrews 11. The New 
Testament writers continually encourage us to look 
to eternity: that’s where our future lies. Jesus, in the 
Sermon on the Mount, gives this warning in Matthew 
6:19-21: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures 
on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

destroys and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also.” 

Paul encourages us that when life gets 
hard, we have this promise: “For I consider 
that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us.” (Romans 
8:18)  Paul lived his life looking for his 
heavenly home. He longed for the day he 
would see his Saviour face to face. “For we 
know that if our earthly house, this tent, is 
destroyed, we have a building from God, a 
house not made with hands, eternal in the 

heavens.” (Second Corinthians 5:1) 

Let me ask you a simple question: “Where does your 
perspective lie; with the World view or with the Bible 
view?” Let this be our goal from now on:  “For to me, 
to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” (Philippians 1:21)  
■

// Cameron Crawford

we live today in a world that tries to 
focus our attention on what we want 
now; good exam results to enable 
us to get the best job; a good job to 
enable us to get a nice car and go 
on foreign holidays. then we need a 
partner, house and family. And so it 
goes on. we are even encouraged to 
plan for retirement and our funeral! 

this is the world’s Perspective.
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heBrews 6:19

it was the fiercest storm any of the sailors 
on board could remember.  An eye witness 

account tells us that a “gale-force wind, 
the infamous nor’easter, struck. they lost 
all control of the ship. it was a cork in the 
storm. wind and waves were battering us 

unmercifully, and we lost all hope of rescue.” 
And then in the midst of the storm, when 
hope seemed lost, a voice cried out in the 

dark, “From now on, things are looking up! 
I can assure you that there’ll not be a single 
drowning among us, although I can’t say as 

much for the ship - the ship itself is doomed.”  
Against all the evidence of the natural eye this 

man proclaimed, “The ship will sink, but we 
will not!”

This man was no sailor; he was a preacher 
named Paul. (Acts 27) How on earth could he 

speak with such assurance? Because, in the 
midst of the storm, he knew where his anchor 
was.  In Hebrews 6:19 we read, “We have this 

as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul.”  
An utterly reliable anchor for the soul, that 

is surely what Paul had that night, right?  So, 
what is the anchor? “We have this as a sure 

and steadfast (utterly reliable) anchor of the 
soul, a hope.”  The anchor being referred to 
is their hope; their hope that God would be 

faithful to the promises that He had made to 
His people.

An anchor is a device dropped by a chain to 
the bottom of a body of water to provide a 
firm hold, to keep a vessel from drifting in 

dangerous waters.  Hope is like an anchor. We 
place it in that which we believe will provide 

support, stability and security. But, like an 
anchor, hope is only as strong and sure as 

where it is placed.  So why is the anchor of the 
Christian we read about in Hebrews 6 “utterly 
reliable”? “It leads us through the curtain into 
God’s inner sanctuary. Jesus has already gone 

in there for us. He has become our eternal 
High Priest in the order of Melchizedek.”

On what ground can the believer trust God 
will do what He has promised?  The ground of 

Calvary! The anchor of our hope is placed at 
the foot of the cross where Jesus died as the 

sacrifice for our sin. It is because of what Jesus 
accomplished on that cross that we have an 

utterly reliable anchor for the soul, that holds 
firm in the fiercest storm.

When we are born again, we become heirs 
of His “very great and precious promises” (2 
Peter 1:4); promises such as, “He will never 
leave us nor forsake us.” (Hebrews 13:5), “He 
will cause all things to work together for our 
good.” (Romans 8:28), “He will give us peace 
beyond understanding.” (Philippians 4:7), 
and many more.

We can be sure that God will keep His promises 
because of the cross. At Calvary, Jesus bought 
all the promises of God for every child of God.  
That’s why we read in Second Corinthians 1:20 
that God’s promises are ‘yes’ in Christ. In other 
words, “Every sinner who comes to God in Christ, 
with all his needs, finds God coming to him in 
Christ, with all his promises.” (Piper)

Furthermore, at Calvary God demonstrated His 
great love for us, “Since he did not spare even his 
own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he also 
give us everything else?” (Romans 8:32)  If God 
did not spare Jesus from the storm of His wrath 
so that He could adopt us as His own, we can 
surely trust Him to bring us through every storm 
we face in our journey into eternity.

Paul’s hope for life and death was placed in the 
work of Calvary. So when God spoke to him 
and told him that everyone on board would 
survive, Paul believed, even in the midst of the 
storm. His anchor was placed at Calvary and 
that’s how he knew he would not sink.  What 
was true for Paul is true for all God’s children 
today. “Everything isn’t shifting waves; there is 
rock somewhere. The cross, it stands strong.”  
(Spurgeon)

When we forget what a solid hope we have, then, 
like Peter, we end up looking at the waves and 
sink in fear rather than walk in faith.  But when 
we remember where our anchor lies, then, like 
Paul, we can stand strong in the storm, knowing 
we will not sink!

“Fear not, for I have redeemed you;  I have 
called you by name, you are mine. When you 
pass through the waters, I will be with you;  and 
through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm 
you;” (Isaiah 43:1-2)

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for he who promised is 
faithful.” (Hebrews 10:23)  ■

R e f u s e  t o
s i n k

// John Lindsay
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Discover. Learn. Grow.

For further information contact Pastor Hugh Moore:
E:    elimacademy@gmail.com 
M:  07768 404030
W:  elimchurchireland.com/academy 

The Academy’s aim is to equip 
believers to fulfil God’s call and 
purpose for their lives and to 
positively affect the local church’s 
ministry and mission.

Term Dates:
Term 1:  26th Sept - 5th Dec 2016 
Term 2:  23rd Jan - 3rd April 2017
Term 3:  24th April - 26th June 2017

Venue: Hillsborough Elim 
(Hope Church)

RegisteR
today!

Pick up your copy of the Academy brochure from your 
local church or have a chat with your Pastor.
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The School of Ministry is an opportunity to develop in Church 
leadership, church ministry, & church planting through theological study, 
practical training, ministry placement & personal mentoring. Whether it is 
as a Church Leader, Pastor, Worship Leader, Children’s/Youth Worker or 
Church Planter this is the opportunity for you!

To apply or for more information contact: Pastor Hugh Moore 
E:   elimacademy@gmail.com  M:  07768 404030

Students will take part in: Entry Requirements:

 » Biblical Studies
 » Leadership Training
 » Practical Church Placement
 » Tutor Groups
 » Personal Development Plan

There are no qualifications 
required, but if you are 
willing to be stretched 
and up for a challenge 
this is for you.

APPly
TodAy

It’s tIme … To Go… 
It’s tIme… To fulfil God’S CAll… 
to say “HERE AM i, SEnd ME…  
It’s tIme… To GET EquiPPEd… 
To bE EMPowEREd… It’s tIme… 



MeeT
Only likes to look at 

himself.  Occasionally 
he sees other 

people, but when 
he does, it’s only to 
see their mistakes, 

weaknesses, and 
failures.

eYes

Sees God first 
and then others.  
He knows that 
people matter 
to God, so he 
treats them with 
dignity, worth, 
and respect.

 Brags about 
himself constantly.  He’s 

always telling us about his 
good grades, his football 
goals, how he is the most 

popular student and so very 
cute.  He complains about 

other people and talks about 
them behind their backs.

M
o

u
TH

s

Is often talking about how 
awesome God is.  He also 
is known to brag about 
others.  Like, “Did you 
see her art project?  It’s 
amazing!  I can’t believe 
that girl can draw like that.  
What a gift!”  Humble 
Dude uses his words to 
encourage everyone!

Hates to be told what 
to do.  He doesn’t 

like to hear that 
he is wrong about 

anything, so he starts 
fights when he is 

corrected.

ea
r

s

Realizes that 
sometimes he 
makes mistakes, 
so he hears 
people out and he 
apologizes for sin. 

He is always 
causing fights 

when he doesn’t 
get what he 

wants.  Read 
James 4:1-2

H
a

n
d

s

Honours other people 
above himself and 
is peaceable and 
considerate.  
(Titus 3:2)  He makes 
people happy.

Often stomps his.  
He demands his 

own way.  He thinks 
he deserves to be 

served.

FeeT

Always walking 
towards needs.  
He helps people 
without being 
asked.

Humble DuDe ProuD DuDe 

is a source of destruction.  It 
destroys everything – friendships, 
relationships, even yourself.  Pride 
ends up all alone.  In contrast, 
humility builds relationships because 
people feel loved and valued. What 
does God think?  In 1 Peter 5:5 it says 

that, “God opposes the proud, but 
gives grace to the humble.”  It also 
says that God detests pride.  Proud 
Dude is foolish.  However, in Proverbs 
22:4, it says, “Humility and the fear 
of the Lord bring wealth and honour 
and life.”  Humble Dude just keeps 
getting blessed by God over and over!

So, the question is this:  Who wins the 
fight of life in the end?  Who would be 
the heavyweight champion?  

WILL IT Be PROuD DuDe?

WILL IT Be HumBLe DuDe?  

Pride

WHAT mIGHT GOD THInk Of 
eAcH Of THem? (Write a few words 
below for how you would describe 
proud dude & humble dude) 

Puzzle TiMe
reaD tHe verses anD unscramble tHe worDs

I will                                        in your                                                  love

s t r u t f i n u a i g n l

PsalM 13:5

With God                              things are

l a l s o p l i e b s

MaTTHeW 19:26

ProVerbs 30:5 

every                                  of God proves

e t u rd o r w

PsalM 28:7

The Lord is my                                                 and my

d e i l s ht e s r g h t n

isaiaH 41:10

fear not for I am                                  you, 

t w i h

do not be

y a m s i d e d

for I am your 

d g o
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MoVie TiMeMoVie TiMe

the Greatest is least

what is the bible 
all about? 

MicHaH 6:8

e
Tell us 
WHaT 
You 
THink.
We hope you have enjoyed 
this edition of EL Kids.  
This magazine is for you – your 
magazine, your voice, your way.  
Get in touch, send us reviews of 
books and albums you have read 
or prayers that you have prayed.  
We would love to hear from you 
and let others in our world know 
what is happening in yours. 

send your info to:
elimlifemag@gmail.com 
or via facebook or twitter.

Mark postal entries to: 

sara
Brookeborough EPC
300 Nutfield Road
Brookeborough
BT94 4HL

elimlifemag@gmail.com 

Elim Life Magazine

@Elim_Life

Ask an adult in your world 
for help if you need it!

Not fuNNy
Moses!!

Corner
CornerLoLLoL

Waddya mean? 
That wasn’t you 
who just said 
“Good morning”?

4 mins

3 mins

the creation story 

27 mins

Justly
act

r

love

cy
m
e

humbly

walk
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This year, another evocative image (and 
video) is reminding the world of the 
horrors of the war. It’s of a young Syrian 
boy who is bloodied, wounded and dazed 
in the aftermath of an airstrike, released 
by Aleppo Media Center.

Omran Daqneesh was pulled from the 
rubble of his bombed home in Aleppo, 
Syria. He is no older than 5 years old—
which means that the war in Syria is as 
old as he is. Video’s played over and over 
on our news reels and news feeds showed 
Omran sitting silently in an ambulance 
waiting for help after he’s just been pulled 
from the rubble of his home.  According 
to reports by CNN, everyone in Omran’s 
immediate family—his parents, a brother 
and sister—all survived.

In Omnar’s case, the good news is that 
he is in stable condition, according to 
reports. But what about the others?  How 
can we help?  What can we do?  How 
do we ensure that these images are not 
something that we just flick on past, or 
filter our way through?  How do we help?  

Some will go, some people from our 
local churches have gone to the refugee 
camps, they have walked alongside, gave 
food, spent time speaking to those who 
are hurting, lost and vulnerable.  Others 
will give, support financially ministries 
and organisations that are working 

alongside people affected by 
the war.  All of us should pray. 

Prayer is not a last resort, or 
a weak option. Prayer has no 
expiry date and the impact that 
you could be making through 
your prayers is astounding.  We 
can often use our ignorance 
as an excuse, we simply don’t know how 
to begin to pray and so we don’t. We can 
easily wonder how God is going to impact 
the situation and yet we don’t even take a 
moment to talk about it with God. Honestly 
I don’t have all the answers, in fact I don’t 
have any, but I know and believe in a 
person who does and His name is Jesus.  
When He walked through the the streets 
He was interested in the poor and the 
marginalised of society; the down and 
out, the destitute, the lost, the lonely, the 
hurting and the sick and I am sure His 
heart breaks for what is happening not just 
in Syria today but across our globe.  

When Jesus left the earth His intrusions 
that we quote so often where to  “Go into 
all the world and preach the gospel to all 
creation” (Mark 16:15) we may not be 
able to physically go, but we can ensure 
that our prayers go and reach beyond the 
boundaries that our footsteps never will. 

Pray and believe that God can and God 
will bring light and love to the hurting and 

dark places of our world.  These are not 
just news stories, these are real people ... 
these are mums and dads, grandparents, 
boys and girls, people just like you and 
me, caught up in something they would 
never have chosen.  Caught and confused 
in the chaos of our world, this doesn’t 
have to be their story, this doesn’t have to 
be there life, your prayers can help make a 
difference for them. Jesus can, Jesus will - 
He will  make a way where there seems no 
way - His word assures me that He is able. 

Pray, ask, believe. ■

Feature

lAst yeAr Around this time, An imAge cAPtured 
the world’s Attention: A child who wAs the 
victim of the ongoing wAr in syriA. it wAs 
AylAn kurdi, A toddler whose Body wAshed uP 
on A turkish shore After the BoAt his fAmily 
tried to escAPe on cAPsized. 

Pray and believe that 
God can and God 
will brinG liGht and 
love to the hurtinG 
and dark Places of 
our world. 
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every 
yeAr we 
gAther As A 
movement 
for A week 
in July And 
some how 
every yeAr 
it gets 
Better And 
Better.
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The theme this year was ‘it’s time’. 
In every meeting across the campus 
of Jordanstown University, boys and 
girls, young people and older people 
joined together with listening ears and 
responsive hearts. Maybe the theme sent 
an alarm of sorts into our minds as we 
gathered, time to wake up, to realise what 
we are together, to stand and be the body 
of Christ that God wants us to be across 
the island of Ireland. 

Stuart Blount, Simon Foster and Jeff Lucas 
spoke at the evening services and each 
with honesty and transparency - they 
were not men on a platform, but leaders 
authentically living out the call of God on 
their lives, they preached from a place 
of personal testimony and also brought 
Gods word to life in a powerful and 
relevant way.  Iain MacAulay brought the 
word of God to life in the morning bible 
studies and many were impacted by his 
teaching. The pens trying to take notes 
couldn’t keep up with the truths that he 
revealed from Gods word. There were also 

through the 

eyes of a 
2016
Wondrous

afternoon seminars on worship, a womens’ 
gathering, mens’ ministry and Q and A 
sessions with some of the speakers.  It was 
a full week with lots of things happening 
for everyone at every age and stage of life. 

Wondrous is more than just a week of 
services and meetings, it is more than just 
an opportunity to catch up with friends 
old and new, it is a chance for us as Elim 
to gather together, to be reminded of what 
we are a part of.  It’s a chance for each of 
us to use what we have to bring strength 
to the movement, and learn from what 
others are doing and gain wisdom from 
each other; a chance to pray together, to 
dream together, to inspire and encourage 
one another, to mourn with those who are 
mourning and celebrate with those who 
are celebrating.  It’s a chance for us to be 
the body, the church that God has called 
us to be, and to believe that what He has 
ahead of us is much greater than what any 
of us have yet to experience. To honour 
the past and to be excited for the future. 

God is very much alive in our movement, 
He is doing, and will do greater things in 
the days ahead.  Pray for our churches, 
pray for our leaders, pray that God will 
impact our nation like never before and 
that we, His people, will not just be in the 
right place at the right time as the world 
would think, but we will be in Gods perfect 
and pleasing will. 

“Our God has made everything beautiful in 
His time” Ecc 3:11  ■

Wondrous

old boy

wondrous

I

i loved wondrous! My leaders in Generation Next 
were brilliant, I really liked the human “grabber” 
when someone got the chance to go into the human 
sweet machine, be suspended and grab as many 
sweets as they could in a few seconds! But my 
favourite part was the worship.  One night during 
worship, after the story, I felt God speaking to me 
and telling me to go and pray for two of my leaders, 
and even though I was a bit nervous I did.  I prayed 
for one of the leaders as he had told me he was the 
only Christian in his family and I prayed God would 
use him to change this, I am still praying that God 
will save his family. I learnt new songs and my two 
of my favourites are now “Look how he lifted me” 
(Elevation Worship)  and “Closer” (Bethel).  If you 
haven’t heard them you should check them out 
online and download them.  Wondrous changed how 
I now worship in my own church and I realise that 
when I sing I am singing to God, He hears my voice 
and I want to raise my hands and close my eyes so 
that I can experience Him in the best possible way. 

Thank you to all my leaders for all the ways you 
helped me learn and discover more of God during 
the week - especially Chris and Ross.  ■

// Matthew Allen 

said
people

I LOVED 
EVERYTHING 
BUT THE PRAISE 

AND WORSHIP WAS MY 
FAVOURITE PART ... THE 
TRUTH DECLARED OVER 
AND OVER AGAIN IN SONG, 
SO, SO GOOD. THANKS 
SUZANNE AND TEAM. 

WONDROUS 
SUMMED UP IN 
THREE WORDS - 

STIRRED, ENCOURAGED 
AND BLESSED!

I WAS REMINDED OF 
THE WONDER OF GOD.  
THE WAY HE SPOKE 

TO ME PERSONALLY IN A 
CROWD OF THOUSANDS, 
MIND BLOWING. GRATEFUL. 

MY FAVOURITE 
MEETING WAS THE 
LADIES MEETING, 

ROSEMARY MCCAULEY 
TAUGHT POWERFULLY 
FROM THE WORD AND 
TO SEE THE RANGE OF 
WOMEN GATHERED IN THE 
ROOM UNITED IN PRAYER 
FOR OUR LAND WAS 
SOMETHING SPECIAL. THE 
COFFEE AND CAKES AFTER 
WERE GREAT TOO!!

WE HAD THE 
BEST TIME IN 
GENERATION NExT 

- WE HAD LOTS OF FUN 
AND I GOT TO SEE FRIENDS 
FROM LAST YEAR TOO. 

I WAS PART OF 
THE WELCOMING 
TEAM AND LOVED 

IT, SEEING THE DIVERSITY 
OF THE CHURCH AS 
PEOPLE CAME AND 
WENT EVERY NIGHT JUST 
MADE ME SMILE.  YOUNG 
AND OLD GATHERED 
TOGETHER TO HEAR 
FROM, LEARN FROM AND 
WORSHIP JESUS - WHAT 
COULD BE BETTER?!

I HELPED IN THE 
CRèCHE THIS YEAR 
AND ALTHOUGH I 

NO LONGER HAVE BABIES 
OF MY OWN I LIKED BEING 
ABLE TO HELP THOSE WHO 
DO.  WHEN MY KIDS WERE 
TINY I WAS GRATEFUL 
FOR THOSE WHO LOOKED 
AFTER THEM SO THAT 
I GOT A CHANCE TO BE 
IN THE MEETINGS - THIS 
WAS MY CHANCE TO 
HELP OTHERS. I REALLY 
ENJOYED IT, THE KIDS 
WERE BRILLIANT.

I REALLY 
ENJOYED THE 
ACOUSTIC CAFE 

... HELEN YOUSAF IS 
THE BEST!

WONDROUS - 
OUTSTANDING!

WONDROUS - 
LOVED IT!!

Elim Life  +  25



Elim Life  +  2726  +  Elim Life

When was the first time you felt the Spirit 
moving in your life?
I think it was probably maybe a year before I 
actually became a Christian, when some friends 
of mine were baptised and I went along to the 
service and their willingness to make their faith 
public really impacted me.  People making a 
stand changes things.

What has been the greatest challenge or 
struggle in ministry?
There have been lots of times.  One of the 
greatest struggles in ministry can be vulnerability.  
Vulnerability is not a sign of weakness but 
something that can really strengthen people.  
I am really heartened by the apostle Paul who 
did it really well; he was able to talk about his 
struggles. In Corinthians he said he was under 
the sentence of death and “when I am weak then 
I am strong.”  Those of us who are leaders need 
to learn the difference between being an example 
and projecting an image.  I don’t just want to 
be someone who confesses my weaknesses 
but I want to be someone who is heading in a 
redemptive direction.  However, I want to be 
willing to say that I do fall asleep when I pray, 
I do find parts of the Bible boring and I do get 
exasperated at times with church but also with 
myself.

You mentioned church there. In what way 
have you seen the cultural landscape of 
church change in your time in ministry?
There have been many positive things that have 
happened. For instance, I think the church has 
progressed out of 
majoring on 
minors. 

el:

Jeff: 

el:

Jeff: 

el:

Jeff: 

Many years ago we would have been more internally 
focused.  I think, positively, when I bring friends 
from America to the UK they are startled by the level 
of community engagement in churches through 
food banks, homeless shelters, or whatever.  A study 
was done recently to show the level of millions of 
hours that are donated by faith communities that is 
absolutely staggering.  

I think if I can offer some reason for concern, and 
it is one of the reasons I am delighted to be here 
at Wondrous Bible Week, I think that sometimes 
when it comes to worship it is almost like we 
have forgotten how to sing.  We can be guilty of 
turning our worship experiences into some kind 
of a spectator sport where we watch this fantastic 
band at the front and we don’t really engage. What 
I am sensing here is people really connecting and 
engaging.

There is a lot of traffic on the internet at the moment 
about why people don’t sing anymore and, as a 
Pentecostal, I’m quite keen to get our voices back, 
not necessarily our style, and to be able to declare 
again the praises of God openly and clearly.  So some 
good things are happening and some challenges too.

Has there been a time when you’ve felt like 
walking away from it all?
Yes, there have been a number of times where I have 
wondered if what I was doing was worthwhile.  As 
Christian leaders we are investing in the invisible. 
I don’t work in a car manufacturing plant where I 
go home at the end of the day and say I helped put 
twenty cars together. We are investing in people and 
our results are not measurable, so there is an act of 
faith in our service.  We are planting seed and hoping 
for the best. 

I think there have been times when I have been 
disappointed in the church and that made me want 
to quit.  But there have been times when I have 
struggled with me just being me.  For instance, 
because I use a lot of humour there are some who 
consider that to be light and I have, at times, been 
insecure and defensive about that.  We are recording 
this interview on my 60th birthday and, here I am, a 
man at sixty-years-old and I am now at home in my 
own skin.  I am at home in the calling that God has 
given.  

A footballer scores a goal and he runs away and 
celebrates, punching the air. Has there been any 
time in ministry when you felt like that?
There have been many, but when I look out over a 
congregation, particularly when preaching, and I 
see a head that looks down and then, somehow, at 
the end of the meeting there is a tear that leads to a 
smile and the light goes on and someone, perhaps, 
sees a little more of a glimpse of the truth that in 
their weakness God is their strength.  Whenever I 
see that, that makes me want to jump and cheer and 
I never want to get over that.  ■

el:

Jeff: 

el:

Jeff: 

Jeff lucAs wAs with us At wondrous this yeAr And mAny were imPActed 
By his ministry.  Jeff Also took some time out to sPeAk with dArren 

mcwilliAms during the week. we Are very grAteful for his insight And 
honesty in the Answers to the questions Below.  

interview with
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iAin mAcAulAy from scotlAnd tAught us eAch morning At wondrous. dArren 
mcwilliAms got A chAnce to chAt to him And Ask A few ProBing questions. 

Thanks very much, Iain, for taking the time to 
talk to us at Elim Life. First question, really to 
help our readers understand a little about your 
background; how did you come to a saving 
faith in Jesus Christ?
Thank you, first of all it is really good to be here 
and appreciate the friendliness and welcome of 
people here.  My background really is that my 
parents were Christians and I was brought up 
in the context of a small Christian Church.  My 
experience was that we had a number of beach 
missions in a small village by the sea and I 
remember being very challenged by the fact that 
I was not a believer. It was there, in that context, 
that I needed to make a response and that took 
about two to three years.  

How were you called into ministry?
That’s a long story!  I studied engineering and also, 
being in the context of university, my faith really 
grew. I left university and increasingly sensed I 
wanted to use my gifts and experiences for God.  
I ended up working for a Christian radio station 
and realised within that, that I really wanted to get 
alongside people. Then I went to Bible College in 
Glasgow for a year, to see where it went or would 
lead.
When I got into ministry, I felt like during the first 
six months my faith was being dismantled.  During 
the second six months I had a powerful encounter 
with the Spirit which really began to shape my 
ministry.

How have you kept the motivation going and 
the appetite up for ministry?
I think by being constrained by the call of 
God upon my life.  I have an awareness of the 
parameters of where I believe God has called me 
and that keeps me on track.  I think what keeps 
me fresh is the community of people.  I am very 
grateful to be in an environment that is stimulating 
for me.  I think investing in good relationships and 
friends that stir you up is vital.  I’ve had some key 
people pray for me over the years.  

I do all the things everyone else probably does. I 
am an avid reader and I enjoy podcasts and open 
conversations within the family.  

el:

iain: 

el:
iain: 

el:

iain: 

There have also been phases in ministry where I 
have re-invented myself.  I think what happens - 
there are moments when the Lord does a shift in 
your life.  You move into an environment where 
you are totally incompetent. You then have to 
explore that, dig into it, speak to people.  I think 
embracing that is good but it also makes you 
vulnerable.  If you are not vulnerable, you will not 
learn.  If you imagine you know it all you will not 
learn.  

You pastor Queen’s Park Baptist 
Church in Glasgow. How would 
you say the Baptist churches 
have changed over the 
years and where are they 
positioning themselves?
The church that I am 
part of is open and very 
diverse, and is open 
to the spiritual gifts.  
There was openness to 
change and we had 
that in our church.  
We had contact 
within our church 
with John Wimber 
and the Vineyard 
movement and 
we journeyed 

iain
macaulay

interview with

through that charismatic renewal. The 
difference now is, I think, that people 
are more exposed today to the move of 
the Spirit.  On the whole in the Baptist 
denomination there is more openness.  

In the light of what is happening today, 
what do you think God might be saying 
to the Church today, across the world 
and in the UK? 
In Scotland, having had two referendums, 
it feels like the neverendum! One of the 
things that struck us is the way some 
Christians began to put their faith in a 
political process; that was quite evident. I 
saw people on Facebook who were door-
knocking for this side or that side of the 
referendum whom I had never seen door-
knocking for Jesus.  There are people 
who have shifted their expectation into a 
political process.  

There is a danger in nationalism, where 
who we are is more important because of 
culture and background. Because of these 
things we feel we are better.  That can be 
a very subtle tendency.    

At a higher level, it seems that the 
church’s voice has somewhat diminished 
over the years; but, at a lower level in our 
communities, there is just so much more 
opportunity than there ever was before; a 
great openness to engage in community.  
Ground level engagement is there. We 
don’t have to know what is happening 
in the world; we just have to be faithful 
and, for the church, it is just ‘Business as 
Usual.’ ■

el:

iain: 

el:

iain: 

i Am very 
grAteful 
to Be in An 

environment thAt 
is stimulAting 
for me. i think 
investing in good 
relAtionshiPs And 
friends thAt stir 
you uP is vitAl. 
i’ve hAd some key 
PeoPle PrAy for 
me over the yeArs.



    

Elim Life  +  3130  +  Elim Life

Copy to come?

Book Reviews

the circle mAker 

Mark Batterson 

if you want to shake up the way 
you pray then pick up a copy of 
this book!  It is a challenging and 
inspiring read as Mark tells story 
after story of how he learnt to pray 
circles round everything in his life.  
He talks from a place of failing and 
messing up, at times doubting and 
not understanding how or why God 
was answering prayer in the way 
that He was - yet on every page he 
reminds us that when we pray God 
hears and answers. 

This book reminded me of the power 
and impact that we can make through 
the words that we speak and cry out 
to God to heaven - for us personally 
and on behalf of others.  One take 
away that I loved (and there were a 
whole lot more than one!) was that 
prayer has no expiry date - we can 
make a massive generational impact 
through our prayers and many of 

us are answers to prayers prayed 
long ago.  Mark challenges us to 
pray bigger, bolder prayers with the 
reminder that if we can achieve it 
ourselves then we aren’t really fully 
trusting or believing in a God who 
can do the impossible. He shares his 
lifetime goal list at the end of the 
book and even that is a challenge 
because it just screams massive faith 
and to see that some of them are 
ticked off inspired me to do the same 
- I’ve begun to write down my list and 
pray circles round them believing and 
trusting in God to do the impossible.

“Drawing prayer circles around 
our dreams isn’t just a mechanism 
whereby we accomplish great things 
for God. It’s a mechanism whereby 
God accomplishes great things in 
us”. ■

// Sara Allen

rooted 

Banning Liebscher 

it has been a recurring theme in 
popular christian music recently to 
provide new renditions of classic old 
hymns.  Many of these are modern, 
adding bridges and modernising the 
lyrics which I love and applaud.  

On the back cover of this book you’ll 
read in highlighted letters, ‘God is not 
interested in developing your vision 
first. He’s interested in developing 
you.’ This is the core message of the 
book; a refocus on our relationship 
with God. Banning covers three main 
areas of our relationship with God; 

intimacy, serving and community. 
He unpacks the importance of these 
three areas as God develops us and 
helps us to grow.

I’m a slow reader and a book like this 
would normally take me a week or 
two to read. I read this book in less 
than two days! I can’t recommend it 
enough, especially for those who are 
so caught up in ‘doing’ and as a result 
have forgotten who they are in Christ 
and the importance of ‘being’. ■

// Gavin Allen 

Book Reviews

uninvited

Lysa TerKeurst

if you have ever felt left out, lonely 
or just even a bit lost ( who hasn’t!) 
then this is a book you should read.  
Lysa shares very openly about her 
struggles and the lessons she has 
learnt along the way, she is real and 
transparent on every page and that 
in turn challenges the reader to do 
the same, within the security and 
safe place of knowing that God is for 
us and not against us.  The book is 
littered with take away truths and 
statements, inspired by God and a life 
living out who they were authentically 
called to be. We all face rejection 
at times and this book helps us to 
navigate it carefully and prayerfully so 
that it doesn’t become something that 
shapes our thinking or our destiny. 

There are lots of statements that I 
have underlined and highlighted in 
the book - but here are just three that 
spoke volumes to me ... 

“Rejection isn’t just an emotion we 
feel.  It’s a message that’ sent to the 
core of who we are, causing us to 
believe lies about ourselves, others 
and God.  We connect an event from 
today to something harsh someone 
once said.  That person’s line 
becomes a label.  The label becomes 
a lie.  And the lie becomes a liability 
in how we think about ourselves and 
interact in every future relationship”

“Live from the abundant place that 
you are loved, and you won’t find 
yourself begging others for scraps”

“Jesus doesn’t participate in the rat 
race.  He’s into slower rhythms of life 
like abiding, delighting, and dwelling - 
all words that require us to trust Him 
with our place and our pace.” ■

// Sara Allen

without rivAl 

Lisa Bevere  

i loved this book, and i think it 
will be one that i will refer back to 
again and again!  In this book Lisa 
challenges every reader to live a life 
without comparison, and without 
rival.  She speaks with an honest 
heart, shares vulnerably some of 
her own story, and yet inspires and 
champions you the reader.  

One of my favourite passages in the 
bible is found in John 4 where we 
read the story of Jesus meeting the 
woman at the well.  I’ve often read, 
re-read and referred to this passage, 
and looked at it to cover many 
different topics. I’ve heard many 
sermons preached on this unnamed 
woman who Jesus took time out to 

meet, I’ve always loved this story 
and this book taught me even more 
about how this encounter with Jesus 
transformed this one woman’s life, 
in the chapter titled “Deep wells and 
wishing wells”.  

If, like me, you like this bible story - it 
is worth reading the book for this 
discovery alone! Lisa covers lots of 
topics on rivalry including gender, 
identity, and comparison, the pages 
are littered with bold statements that 
make you stop, think and take notice, 
words that encourage and inspire you 
to live without rival and be all that 
you can be in God.  Reminding you to 
“love fearlessly, believe outrageously 
and hope without measure”. ■
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missions

miSSiONS
CONFErENCE rOUNd UP artiClE?

Around three 
years ago, i 
had a vision. 
A vision that 
included a map 
of Africa, some 

children and 
heavily pregnant 

women. Little did 
I know that this was 

God’s way of giving me a little 
insight into His plan, a marker in my 
life to encourage me that He has made 
a way. Over these past years God has 
been leading me towards that vision 
and, as of now, I am a student midwife 
with the hope of one day serving 
God in the field of medical mission. 
With the experience that I have now 
from studying, I am heading out to 
Zimbabwe (Katerere), along with 
three other amazing people, Lauren 
Calvert and Gregg McBride from 
Coastlands and Leanne Carrothers 
from Brookeborough, at the end of 
August. I hope to gain an insight into 
what midwifery care is like within 
Zimbabwe and provide any help where 

I can. From this short-term mission I 
hope to be able to apply what I see to 
the midwifery that I choose to learn in 
University in order to most benefit the 
people of Central and Southern Africa. 
I would love to educate women and 
new mothers, encouraging a safe and 
effective delivery of midwifery care 
that is used within the UK. Honestly, 
I am very nervous about going out, 
but my hope in God and His work is 
far greater than any human fear. I 
want to live outside my comfort zone 
and use even midwifery to show the 
love of Jesus. To be the first person 
to lay hands on that child, praying for 
them as they enter this world that we 
live in. Medicine, I believe, can only 
be pushed as far as intelligence, but 
just one touch from the King changes 
everything. ■

// Chloe McHaffie 

- student midwife
- queen’s university Belfast
- dundonald elim church 
- 19 years old

PAul & Jess PArkhouse 
International Christian Embassy 
Jerusalem (ICEJ)
mArtin hAll 
Operation Mobilisation (OM)
dAvid & esther Allen 
Missionaries in Cambodia
rev PAul hudson 
International Missions Director 
lindA murrAy 
Fundraiser for Elim Missions UK
rev roy Johnston 
Irish Missions Director

sPeAkers

conference: 25/06/2016 
PortAdown elim church

On behalf of 
Elim Missions 
a big thank 
you to all 
who helped 
and served 
on the day.

chloe mchAffie 
short-term to zimBABwe

£1 in the uk ProBABly won’t 
get you very fAr: A smAll cuP 
of teA, A PAck of doughnuts, 
mAyBe A Bunch of BAnAnAs? 
But around the world your £1 could 
be someone else’s lifeline. We want to 
encourage you to give just £1 a week, 
in fact less, just £4 a month to Elim 
Missions and see the huge impact that 
this small amount will have on others. 
With POUNDbyPOUND we want to 
not only help those who have so 
much less, but also give everyone the 
opportunity to make a difference!

For more information and
 how to give, contact the 
Elim Missions Ireland office on:

e:

t: 

a:

w:

w:

info@elimmissionsireland.com

02891 813 845

Elim International Missions Ireland
1-3 Old Cross Street
Newtownards
BT23 7NW

elimmissionsireland.com

elimmissions.co.uk

JUST £4 A
MONTH FROM
YOU WILL BE
A LIFELINE TO
SOMEONE ELSE

missions
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missions

We endeavour to serve the 67 Elim Global 
Partners who work in 65 countries and 
227 Elim Global Members throughout the 
world. We do this through strengthening 
relationships with Elim globally. This can 
include teaching at conferences in various 
countries or bringing encouragement to 
missionaries and national church leaders. 
We also prepare the applications for 
Elim Global approved organisations to 
be presented to the National Leadership 
Team for consideration.

As the Spirit of God is being poured out in 
many countries of the world and people 
are accepting Christ as Saviour, church 
leaders are requesting help from Elim 
International Missions with the training 
of leaders. There are so many countries 
that we could write about but one that has 
recently moved out hearts is Myanmar.

We would love to take all readers to 
this beautiful place that we also know 
as Burma, to witness what God is doing 
in a predominantly Buddhist country. 

Where were you born? 
How did you both meet?
Although Roy was born in 
Birmingham, he bounced around 
a number of countries as he 
grew up. His family emigrated 
to Australia only to return when 
he was seven. He then lived in 
England for a short time but 
spent most of his teenage years 
in Wales. After finishing A-levels, 
he moved to Northern Ireland 
to study in Queen’s University, 
Belfast, where, in addition to 
getting a degree in Aeronautical 
Engineering he got himself a wife. 

Lainey was born in Portadown 
and grew up in Loughgall. She 
went to Queen’s to study English 
and was introduced to Roy in the 
hall’s canteen. While attending 
university they went to South 
Belfast Elim which was then 
pastored by Pastor Norman 
Christie. 

When did you get married? 
How many children have you 
and what are their ages?
We got married in 1989 in 
Portadown Elim and went on to 
have three children - Ryan, Beth 
and Erin. Ryan is 23 and lives in 
Northern Ireland, Beth is 21 and 
lives in Scotland and Erin is 19 
and lives in Denmark.

el:

h: 

el:

h: 

Tell us about life in Hungary 
and what you do there.
Hungary (in Hungarian Magyarorszag 
or land of the Magyars) is a land of 
contrast. Summers are unbearably hot 
and winters are unbearably cold. It is a 
place where suited professionals driving 
BMWs overtake horse-drawn carts and 
bicycles pulling trailers stacked high with 
scrap and rubbish, ridden by the poorest 
of people hoping to trade their ‘treasure’ 
for enough money to buy the next week’s 
groceries. It is a place where the rich rub 
shoulders with the incredibly poor. It is a 
country filled with shrines but few have a 
relationship with God.

This is the place we live in, the country 
which is our base; gateway to Eastern 
Europe, westernized but with the remains 
of communism and the bureaucracy 
that goes with it. It is the centre of 
Europe, and it is this quality that helps 
us in our mission.  There are motorway 
connections to the east and Ukraine and 
Romania; to the north and Slovakia, Czech 
Republic and Poland; to the west and 
Austria, Germany then north to Denmark; 
to the south and Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia 
and Italy. Airports within striking distance 
in Budapest, Bratislava and Vienna 
means we can travel easily to speak at 
conferences and churches across Europe.

Our main focus is all to do with 
relationships and is multi-faceted. First, 
we connect with Elim’s missionaries 

around the world to provide relationship 
support. This is a vital help to those who 
are working in unfamiliar environments 
and cultures, constantly immersed in 
a foreign language and enduring high 
stress levels on a day-to-day basis. We 
also come alongside church leadership 
teams and provide workshops that 
help them understand couples’ needs 
and how to provide this for their local 
community. In order to strengthen 
relationships in the church, we provide 
seminars for the married and a course 
for teens and twenties that addresses 
character, identity, friendships and 
relationship essentials. Finally, we 
provide counselling for leadership 
couples who have reached a crisis point 
in their relationship.

We also communicate relationship 
principles using the internet. We have a 
course available for teens and twenties 
dealing with lots of issues that are typical 
in this stage of life. We hope to have 
other resources soon which address other 
relationship issues.

In addition to ministering in the area of 
relationships, we partner locally with 
other missionaries to connect them 
with organisations and churches to 
bring clothing to the poor and to the 
local orphanages, to bring resources for 
building a food-growing co-operative and 
chicken-breeding programme, to ensure 
the very poorest have food to eat. ■

missions

ministry under the covering of Elim. 
What an honour this is as we invest in the 
training of pastors and church planters.

There is a window of opportunity right 
now to help bring in the harvest. Can 

you imagine the joy of leading 
a 90-year-old Buddhist lady to 
faith in the living God; or the 
thrill of seeing an Animist, who 
once worshipped a goat, now 
falling down in worship to the 
true God?

This is our lives at the moment 
and we are thankful. This is 
David and Bobbie, just two 

ordinary people who are members of 
Ballymena Elim Church, who are thankful 
for the limited but precious times we get 
to spend under the ministry and spiritual 
covering of our home church leadership 
led by Pastor Mark Stone, Ballymena Elim 
Church. ■

// David and Bobbie Tinnion

The prayers of God’s people, particularly 
in Chin state where there has been 
persecution against Christians for many 
years, have ensured the survival of 
a living, vibrant church in Myanmar. 
Recently, we ministered in Bawathit 
Church, Yangon, led by Pastor 
Robin Kung and spent time with 
the church planting leaders. 
The majority of the Christians 
in Bawathit church are first 
generation Christians who 
have been led to faith in Christ 
through Pastor Robin Kung 
whose family originated from 
Chin State, Myanmar.

Bawathit church is alive with the sound 
of young people praising the Living God. 
There may be only 60+ persons in the 
Yangon church but the volume of praise 
could fill the King’s Hall in Belfast. Pastor 
Robin has requested Elim International 
Missions for help with the church planting 
programme in Myanmar. Moreover, the 
pastor has asked that he brings his whole 

we hAve rediscovered thAt we 
Are intentionAlly creAted for 
A PurPose And we Are right on 
schedule to fulfil god’s PlAn for 
our lives.  there Are times when we 
Are tired But we Are not retired 
from work And the mAny greAt 
exPeriences of working for the 
kingdom of god! 

we Are elim gloBAl 
rePresentAtives serving 
elim internAtionAl missions.
thAt is our work title But 
Around the world we Are 
simPly known As 
dAvid And BoBBie!

there is A 
window of 
oPPortunity 
right now 
to helP 
Bring in the 
hArvest.

dAvid & 
BoBBie tinnion interview with

el:

h: 

roy & lainey hitchman
in hungAry
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Coming to Relentless, I expected to just serve and get an insight 
into becoming a better youth leader. I’m so glad I went beyond 
what I wanted. Never have I met with God like this; constantly being 
challenged to press in, to not be happy with the bare minimum but 
to boldly keep asking for more. Not just for my sake, but for all 
the people I work with, for all Christians and non-Christians I will 
encounter in my everyday life. I’m so grateful for a God who cares 
enough to reach out to us in the most unlikely places.  
- VANESSA KARERA, student at Regents College, Malvernthis year at relentless, 

god gave me a passion for 
mission work. he gave me a 
real heart for reaching the 

world with the gospel.
- glenn murrAy, 
Beersbridge road 

elim

relentless 2016
 ... All i cAn sAy

is wow!

This week my expectations were 
blown. For years I have pursued 
the gift of tongues and God gave 

me that gift this week. I have been 
called to prayer ministry and the use 

of tongues is now an amazing tool I 
have received from God to help me 

in prayer for others. Also, my friend 
did not believe in any spiritual gifts 
and had never been baptised in the 
Holy Spirit until this week. God has 

confirmed my calling and used me in 
ways I never expected. 

- DANNY MAC, Dundonald Elim

Relentless 2016. My first 
Relentless. It was a week 
full of worshipping God and 
experiencing Him in so many 
ways. Having a front row seat 
watching God perform miracles 
and place callings on young 
people’s hearts to follow Him 
with everything they have, is an 
experience I will never forget. 
Everyone needs to experience 
God’s presence at Relentless.
- HANNAH ABRAHAM, 
Portadown Elim

Going into Relentless, I had an open 
heart to whatever God wanted for my 
life. Calling was the thing I longed 
for and an encounter with the Holy 
Spirit. God answered my prayers on 
the VERY FIRST NIGHT in a small 
but incredible way. I have now been 
baptised in the Holy Spirit and have 
a burning passion for intercession 
and using my steps wisely. Relentless 
has provided opportunity for me and 
has changed my life and broken my 
heart for this generation.  
- UNKNOWN

I arrived on Tuesday to a messy tent. Kevin 
Peat spoke that night and eleven people 
got saved. I broke myself in and spent time 
worshipping God. On Wednesday morning 
Lee Brown spoke and, again, I was chilled 
and hadn’t fully opened up yet. Charlotte 
Curran spoke that night on how Jesus 
was tempted and that God is not a control 
freak. It really impacted me and challenged 
me to know how the devil attacks and 
I opened up more, but I didn’t have the 
courage to ask for prayer. On Thursday 
night, Craig hit me hard and, as Jonny 
Greer prayed for me, I felt God call me to 
teaching and He gave me a new desire to 
pray more and read more, which is what I 
wanted in coming to Relentless.
- JOSEPH MCNAUGHTEN, Dundonald Elim
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some of the reAders out there 
i Am sure hAve seen relentless 
Across sociAl mediA, or you hAve 
mAyBe heArd your young PeoPle 
tAlking ABout it for weeks Before 
And After cAmP hAPPens. you Are 
mAyBe still thinking, “whAt is this 
hyPe of relentless All ABout?” 

Let me try to explain very briefly... 
Relentless Youth Camp is a regional 
event ran by S4G Ireland. It is about 
bringing young people from the 4 corners 
of Ireland TOGETHER to spend a week 
dreaming about what an Island won for 
Jesus would look like. It is a week were 
young people from all walks of life that 
have one MASSIVE thing in common (their 
love for Jesus) come and  have loads of 
fun, are encouraged, inspired, challenged, 
filled, and commissioned to ‘GO’.
Relentless exists to bring together a 
Generation of young people who live 
for more than this world, and to have 
moments in God presence that will 
completely change their lives for all 
eternity.  

And this year at Relentless was no 
exception!

We had 420-430 young people who were 
hungry and expectant staying on site 
from the Saturday evening, with numbers 
hitting 700+ in our evening meetings, 
where we saw 20+ young people give 
their lives to Jesus for the first time, and 
numbers of young people healed and filled 
with the Holy Spirit. 

The morning meetings were lead by Gregg 
McBride looking back from Hebrides to 
present day Revivals. It was amazing each 
morning to see young people cry out in 
repentance, and to ask God to come once 
again and move across our Island. To see 
young people cry out to God for family, 
friends and this Island to turn back to Him is 
something I will not forget any time soon. 

In the evenings our theme was ‘I AM’, 
looking at who God says He is and how 
this is a massive part of us knowing out 
true identity as sons and daughters of 
God. Each evening as we discovered who 
God says He is, young people began to 

realise who they were, leading them into 
confidence in God, assurance of His love, 
security that He has got them and the 
freedom that it brings.

Young people left Relentless Youth Camp 
on the Saturday morning with great 
enthusiasm and one heart for the GREAT 
Commission. Their desire as they left 
was to take back their families, friends, 
schools, towns and this Island for the 
Kingdom of God. 

Seeing what God has done in the lives 
of these incredible young people and 
knowing what He done with 12 young 
men in the book of Acts, I am watching 
with excitement and expectation over 
this next year of how He will use them to 
change this Island for His glory.

So reader next time you hear about the 
‘hype’ of Relentless believe EVERY word 
and why not come see for yourself what it 
really is all about. ■

// Sarah McClatchey
Portadown Elim

their desire As they 
left wAs to tAke BAck 

their fAmilies, friends, 
schools, towns And this 
islAnd for the kingdom 

of god.



  

when we change the way we

L o o K
at things

“fixing our eyes on 
Jesus the Pioneer And 

Perfecter of our fAith” 
heBrews 12:2 
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