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Can you believe it?  Every year it 
seems to get here faster than before, 
or maybe it’s just a sign that I am 
getting older?! The lights are on, the 
trees are up, the gifts purchased and 
I am almost ready to embrace all that 
the festive season brings.

There is so much I love about this 
time of year, but equally so much 
that I loathe!  I don’t want to sound 
Grinch like but as I have spent time 
preparing this edition and just sorting 
my own life out and preparing for 
the season in church, I am aware, 
maybe more than ever, of the sheer 
contrast of the smiling facades and 
the broken hearts.  The shouts of joy 
and the tears of pain. The truth is, it 
is no different to life in any season, 
but at Christmas time it is just more 
apparent as the ugly truth is exposed. 

We live in a broken hurting world 
and yet we can rejoice and celebrate 
because our hope is firmly placed 
in a God who moved into the 
neighbourhoods that we reside and 
has never, nor will ever leave again. 
Our Immanuel, our God with us. Our 
God who came to stay and will never 
ever walk away. He is the reason 
we celebrate and sing, the reason 
for Christmas events, nativity plays, 
turkey dinners, and gifts, it’s all about 
Him.  

Can I encourage you to enjoy 
this season but also welcome the 
opportunities it brings? What is the 
point of us having and knowing this 
joy in the midst of sorrow if we are 
unwilling to share it?   People are 
more willing to talk, even in the rush 
of the shopping malls people will 
stop! Talk, grab a coffee and share a 
moment, it matters more than the gift 

you might want to give them. Invite 
people to church, Christmas is a time 
that people expect to be invited, don’t 
waste it!  This year they may say yes, 
not only to the invite but to a whole 
new life with a Saviour who loves 
and adores them.  Give a gift, make a 
dinner, help a stranger, volunteer at 
an event, do something that matters 
this season.  Be with people, just like 
Jesus is always with us. 

Jesus came as a baby and then left 
His spirit that we would never be 
alone again, in this season when 
loneliness is apparent and real in so 
many lives, be a friend, don’t allow 
the world and all its traditions to 
prevent you from following the model 
that Jesus left.  Get involved in the 
mess and the brokenness, move in, 
pray, help, pray, give, pray, do, pray, 
act, pray talk, pray ... and watch as 
God Himself shows up and shows off. 

This season is all about Him and 
never about us.  When we get 
involved and then get “ourselves” 
out of the way, we simply allow God 
to move, we get to watch as His 
wonderful ways unfold and lives are 
transformed. Don’t complicate it, ask, 
pray, and follow His lead. 

I hope you have a wonderful 
Christmas, enjoy the season, 
celebrate our Saviour and rest in the 
knowledge that our God is with you. 
Always.

Much love,  ■

Editor’s Note
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All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said 
through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and they will call him 

Immanuel” (which means “God with us”)

Matthew 1:22-23 
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On the 7th of October it 
was such a blessing to 
welcome Pastor David and 
Michelle Kinnin along with 
their son Matthew into 
the hope Central family.  
From the outset of the 
evening it was evident that 
God’s presence was there 
in a special way and as the 
proceedings began in the 
packed venue it was clear 
that it was going to be a 
moment to remember.

After a beautiful time of 
praise and worship the 
Encounter Freedom (EF) 
youth group sang a song 
intermittent with Bible 

readings and solos. This 
was an emotional moment 
for the Hope Central family 
as this was the first time 
that the EF group, most of 
whom are new believers 
who are now passionately 
perusing God, had 
ministered in public.

After Pastor David was 
welcomed into the 
fellowship he responded 
with thanks to the ILT, past 
and present Pastors of his 
home church Portadown 
Elim, everyone at 
Dromore Elim, the 
Hope Central team 
and many others 

who had helped along the way. As he shared his 
heart in relation to what he wanted church life to 

look like it was obvious that the outlook was very 
positive indeed.

Pastor Ross McBride then delivered a very timely 
message from Acts 5 about Peter’s shadow and brought 
a challenge to the Hope Central leadership to cast a 
unique shadow in the Omagh community. He said there 
was a great opportunity to intentionally communicate 
God’s heart, by word and action, to the people of 
Omagh in fresh and vibrant ways that will enable the 
community to understand our motives and embrace our 
message of hope through Jesus Christ. David and the 
family were then prayed for by Pastor Edwin Michael, 
the ILT and many other Pastors, everyone enjoyed some 
food and fellowship in the Hope Central coffee bar 
where everyone had a great opportunity to meet David, 
Michelle and Matthew.

We at Hope Central are now very excited about what 
God has in store for us. In recent weeks there has been 
dynamic progress in many areas of ministry and we 
know that the ministry team will advance with one heart 
to passionately impact Omagh with the Gospel in the 
Power of the Holy Spirit!

Please remember to pray to pray for the Kinnins and 
all at Hope Central as we endeavour to advance the 
Kingdom of God in Omagh.  ■

// Pastor John Oliver 
4  +  Elim Life Elim Life  +  5

News News

Sitting a number of months ago having 
a conversation with Nichola I discussed 
the possibility of attending Gateway 
conference in Dallas Texas (howdy). I 
was at a point where I felt in ministry I 
had given out and now was the time for 
me to put something back in.  

As a pastor I want to continually grow 
in my ministry so that I can make a 
difference in people’s lives and our church 
can make a difference in the community. 
To do that I need to remain focused and 
refreshed. I still maintain the hardest 
area of ministry I struggle with is keeping 
fresh. Like having a fresh word from God 
every Sunday...twice! Leading a meeting 
on a Sunday in a fresh way, when I pray 
with people, when I visit people. I love 
what I do but I want to do it in a way 
that inspires, encourages and has a 
cutting edge. I don’t want to be stale or 
unenthusiastic, nothing thrives in that 
environment. 

I was prepared to go alone to Gateway 
Conference but I was glad Mark McClurg, 
also an Elim pastor, said he would come 
too. 

So at this conference I would get to hear 
Pastors Robert Morris, Craig Groeschel, 
Greg Laurie, Jimmy Evans and Brian 
Houston. I couldn’t wait and they were 
no disappointment but I don’t want to 
give you a rundown of sermon notes 
here because I’m going use them in my 
congregation at Lisburn Elim! 

What impressed me most or what will 
make the biggest impact on my ministry 
was the way these men think about their 
ministry. 

Accountability is a big part of the way 
they operate. No one is left to their own 
ways and they are regularly checked on 
as to the progress they are making or 
areas in where they are struggling and 
encouraged to make a positive change 
if needed.  I found this whole area 
fascinating and realised I can up my 
game in this area. 

Appearance.  Yes I said it, it matters. 
There is no room for sloppiness here.  
If you say you start at 11:30 you start 
at 11:30 not 11:32, they pay attention 
to detail. They stress first impressions 

matter from the person you at the door to 
how the worship team appear on stage. 

Approach is enthusiastic. Everything is 
done with enthusiasm, the worship team 
make eye contact with the congregation 
and engage them personally.  Pastor 
Brian Houston was very open and 
vulnerable during a Q&A and he came 
across really well but he said something 
that stuck with me and then Pastor 
Robert Morris said they do the  same 
at Gateway. He tells his worship teams 
across the globe in every church they 
have 18mins that’s all. Here they are with 
the best worship teams and song writers 
and they are precise. I like that. 

I went looking for the big things to 
inspire me and yet it was the small 
things that I can put into practice that 
for me will make the big the difference in 
ministry. In everything they do there is 
a DNA and it comes from the top down. 
Something I hope to put in practice in my 
ministry. ■

// Darren McWilliams 
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A new season in the life of Armagh Elim 
commenced on 3rd September 2016 
when Pastor Phil Topping was inducted 
as the new Pastor of the church. Pastor 
McCandless who had faithfully ministered 
during the past year opened the service in 
prayer and we enjoyed a time of worship 
in the presence of God. 

The church secretary, Richard Thompson, 
on behalf of the leadership team 
welcomed Pastor Phil and his family 
to Armagh quoting from Philippians 
4,  “The Peace of God that passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus.” It was this 
peace that Armagh leadership team had 
when we invited Phil to come to take up 
the pastoral role at Armagh. 

Pastor Phil responded by thanking the 
leadership team for  the kind invitation to 
come to Armagh and stated, “It is 23 years 
since I left Northern Ireland to go to bible 
college and we are delighted as a family to 
come to Armagh.  We have been made so 
welcome and as a family we are looking 
to our Heavenly Father to bless as we 
continue our journey with God.  We believe 
Gods plans for this house are amazing.”

Pastor Steven Neill from the ILT brought 
a very challenging message from Judges 
6-7, The Lord is with you mighty man of 
valour. Praying that just as God was with 
Gideon so he would also be with Pastor 
Phil as he seeks to lead Armagh forward. 
The congregation were encouraged to 
celebrate Phil’s strengths and to make 

armaGh 
INdUCtIoN

it their heart to encourage their pastor.  
Pastor Steven concluded by quoting 
Hebrews 13:17, encouraging the church 
to all to have confidence in Pastor Phil as 
the new leader in Armagh Elim.  Pastor 
Edwin Michael Irish superintendent then 
prayed for Pastor Phil and family as he 
was inducted into Armagh Elim.

The elder of Armagh Elim reiterated a 
very warm welcome to Pastor Phil and 
the family saying that the secret of any 
successful ministry is when Christ is 
central in all things. I thanked all for their 
contributions and paid special thanks to 
the deacons for their loyal support over 
the past year also to all the leaders of the 
various organisations within the church 
for their splendid service and gave a 
special thanks to all who came including 
local ministers. Andrew McCullough 
superintendent of Border District Faith 
Mission closed in prayer and supper was 
enjoyed by all. 

We once again give a very big welcome to 
Phil, Helen, Faith, Hannah and Caleb from 
all in Armagh Elim and look forward to all 
God has in store for us as a church. ■

// Norman Wylie 

“we 
believe gods 

plans for this 
house are 
amazing.”

News News
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rathfrIlaNd
ElIm 
rENovatIoN

Sunday 2nd October marked the 
official opening of the complete 
renovations to Rathfriland Elim.  The 
church had been stripped back to 
the bare brick and insulated, rewired 
and fully modernised.  Richmond 
Reproductions interior designed and 
custom built the pulpit, communion 
table and sound desk to finish the 
church to a very high standard.  It 
was a miracle of divine providence 
that all the work was able to be 
completed debt free and so Pastor 
Eric McComb opened the church to 
the glory of God.  

The opening marked the fourth 
year anniversary of Pastor Sam 
McClurg in Rathfriland Elim and it 
was a momentous occasion in the 
life of the church.  Pastor McClurg 
said, “It is amazing to see the favour 
and blessing of God, not only in the 

opening the renovated church debt 
free, but this on the back of our 
extension last year which also was 
completed debt-free.  We started from 
nothing and God just made it happen 
on both occasions. 

The fully modernised church plus 
halls enable us as a church to better 
serve the Lord and our community 
for the generations to come.  We 
say as David did in Ps118:23: This 
is the LORD’s doing; it is marvellous 
in our eyes.” On the back of this we 
celebrated special Harvest services 
at the end of October were the 
church welcomed into fellowship new 
members.  It is exciting to enter into 
this new chapter for what the Lord is 
doing in Rathfriland Elim. ■

// Sam McClurg  

WE 
WANT 
TO 
HEAR 
FROM 
yoU!
A BIG THANK YOU to 
all of you who continue 
to send in your news 
and articles  for the 
magazine! If you would 
like to contribute to 
Elim Life Magazine, 
please take notice of 
our deadlines below for 
submitting articles / 
news / testimonies in the 
coming year!  

Many blessings,
Sara

Feb 2017 issue
4th Jan

Apr 2017 issue
10th Feb

June 2017 Issue
24th April

6  +  Elim Life
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In just over one 
hundred years the 
Movement has 
grown, developed and 
expanded so that today 
there are numerous 
Elim Churches scattered 
throughout many 
different countries 
across the world.
 

We thank God for 
all that He has 

done in us and 
through us. 

Although 
it is 

helpful and useful to 
think of the spread of 
the Gospel in global 
terms we all have to 
come back to our own 
‘vineyard’ and make 
sure that it is not 
forgotten or neglected. 
God has called us to 
have a particular focus 
and expression of 
ministry in the place of 
our calling.
 
May the island of 
Ireland be remembered 
before the Lord and 
may He move again 
across this land in ways 
we have never seen 
before.

 

ONE Of ThE UNIqUE ThINGS AbOUT ELIM IS 
ThAT ThE MOVEMENT IS IRISh IN ORIGIN. 
ELIM TRACES ITS bIRTh AND bEGINNINGS 
AS fAR bACK AS 1915 TO ThE TOWN Of 
MONAGhAN, IRELAND.

CLEAR VISION
Across the Elim Movement we have a 
united vision for this island and that 
is “The whole Gospel for the whole 
person for the whole of Ireland” 
In order to help us achieve this in 
the best possible way we have a 
particular focus and emphasis on 
the spiritual need of the Republic of 
Ireland and the expression of our 
work there is called Elim Ministries 
Ireland or EMI.
 
Vision is vitally important in any 
great work for God. We are all 
aware, I’m sure, of that great phrase 
in Scripture from Proverbs 29:18 
which reads “where there is no vision 
the people perish”. Helen Keller 
when asked on one occasion what 
was worse than physical blindness 
replied “to have sight but no vision.” 
As we look out on Irish society in the 
21st Century I believe more than ever 
we need to be a people with anointed 
eyes who are touched with a vision 
from God and for God.
 
As leaders within EMI (Elim 
Ministries Ireland) we believe that 
God has given us a definite vision 
and burden for our land at this time.
 
COMMON GOALS
We have set five goals that we are 
pressing towards under God in order 
to move us into the realisation of our 
vision. These are as follows:
 
Evangelism and Church Planting
It is our desire to reach out, under 
the leading of the Holy Spirit, in 
evangelism and Church planting so 
that our nation might be influenced, 
impacted and transformed by the 
message of the Gospel.
 
Currently we have 11 churches in 
the Irish Republic with another one 
already planted and three more in 
process of being planted. This could 
give us 15 churches by next year and 
we have a five year plan to increase 
to 25 churches and a ten year plan to 
aim for 100 churches.

Spiritual Preparation
Our desire is to lay a foundation of 
fervent prayer and regular fasting - 

particularly amongst 
our leaders - for a 
move of God’s Spirit 
upon our nation.  At 
the moment we hold 
3 days of prayer and 
fasting for all our EMI 
churches twice a year 
and we hope to develop 
this so that we can do it 4 
times a year across our network.
 
Ministry Training
We have a programme of Ministry 
Training available to the people 
within our churches and this is done 
with the aim of drawing out and 
developing anointed leadership and 
gifted ministry. We work with Pastor 
Hugh Moore in terms of the Elim 
Academy and this is being rolled out 
each year amongst our churches.
 
Structural Streamlining
We are committed to tuning, 
developing and when necessary 
changing our structures in such 
a way that they will continue to 
effectively serve the purposes of 
God.

Recently it has been necessary 
for us to upgrade and update our 
registration as a group of Churches 
under the jurisdiction of the Republic 
of Ireland. This has been completed 
this year and we are now registered 
as Elim Ministries Ireland (EMI) and 
some of our structures have had to 
be adjusted and changed to flow in 
with this new arrangement.
 
Kingdom Co-operation
According to the standards and 
principles of the Word of God we are 
committed to a positive attitude of 
fellowship, support, encouragement 
and co-operation with other 
churches, groups and organisations 
within the Body of Christ on this 
island.
 
RELATIONAL VALUES
 
Corporate Identity
Recognising not only our local 
identity but also the particular 
Church stream (Elim) that God has 

called us into we are 
committed to support 
and uphold the 
integrity of these 
truths in our conduct 
and communication.

Common Vision
As a Fellowship of 

churches we are committed 
to preaching the whole Gospel, 

ministering to the whole man and 
reaching out to the whole of Ireland.

Mutual Respect
We are committed to honouring, 
affirming and encouraging our 
leaders and those that work amongst 
us so that their ministry may not be 
unnecessarily hindered.

Transparent Love
In our relationships to one another 
both as individuals and Churches we 
are committed to working together 
in an atmosphere and attitude of 
openness, truth and love.

Keeping harmony
We are committed to building each 
other up in our faith and ministry. 
If there is a matter of conflict 
or dispute we are committed to 
resolving it through a process of 
dialogue and communication.
 
forward in faith
As we seek to go forward and 
advance the cause of Christ and 
the Kingdom of God in this land we 
are indebted to the prayers and the 
financial support of our brothers 
and sisters in Elim north of the 
border. We are one Elim Family 
living on an island that is two 
countries but we are united in one 
vision and one mission “to carry His 
message, to share His love, and to 
tell His story.”

May the Lord help us to provoke one 
another more and more into greater 
love and greater works in the days 
ahead. ■

// John McEvoy
     Assistant Irish Superintendent of 
Elim in Ireland 

BrIGht 
BEGINNINGS

roI NewsroI News

WE NEED 
TO bE A PEOPLE 
WITh ANOINTED 
EYES WhO ARE 

TOUChED WITh A 
VISION fROM GOD 

AND fOR GOD.
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roI News roI News

  BallyfErmot  
        CommUnity ChUrCh

Pastor & Wife: 
peter finch & martha  
barrios de finch 
Vision: ballyfermot community 
church envisions being a visible, 
transformational community of 
faith, who reflect the grace and 
love of god by providing hope for 
all people in ballyfermot, dublin 
city, ireland and beyond.
Prayer Point: for the work of 
the manna charity shop and 
the other outreach ministries in 
our local community such as the 
life groups, christian life and 
principles for living teachings, 
visitation ministries and widows 
care. also, for those ministries in 
the vision of the church for the 
community, in the near future.

  KElls  
        Christian CEntrE

Pastor & Wife:  
pastor eddie & sheila Kinghorne 
Vision: we want people to know that the bible 
is not some old antique book that is not of any 
importance. but that it is relevant and more up to 
date than tomorrow’s newspaper and has much 
to say about the times we live in. yes, it tells men 
and women everywhere that they all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of god. but it also tells 
them the gospel, which means the good news that 
god has taken care of the sin problem forever, and 
if we will accept his offer of forgiveness we can 
know the joy of that forgiveness and of being born 
again into his family, of the King of Kings and the 
lord of lords.
Prayer Point: to see the community of Kells 
which was once a thriving christian community 
under st. patrick, won for christ again.

  monaghan  
        Elim ChUrCh

Pastor & Wife:  
stephen & Jacqueline matthews 
assistant Pastor:  
neil & Julianne mcmullan
Vision: our mission is to bring the gospel 
of Jesus christ to the people across the 
community of monaghan and that they 
would know god’s great love for them and 
how they can have a personal relationship 
with him. our lives have been changed and 
we want others to experience the same.
Prayer Point: 
that we will see revival and a 
move of the holy spirit in our 
land, many people coming into 
relationship with Jesus our 
living saviour, that we will 
grow closer to him and be 
bound together in him.

  sligo  
        City ChUrCh

Pastor & Wife:
Daniel & Josie Caldwell 
Vision:A community with 
God’s heart for family, 
growth and mission.
Prayer Point:We are 
currently looking for a 
building in the city and 
we would appreciate your 
prayers that we would find 
the right place at the right 
price.

  WEst CorK  
        CommUnity ChUrCh

Pastor & Wife: Ken & Val Baker 
Vision: A Pentecostal fellowship seeking to 
walk in the love of God and give it away.
Prayer Point: Please join us in prayer as we 
seek to start a student church in Cork city 
next year.

  amazing graCE  
        fElloWshiP, 
        WEstPort

Pastor & Wife: 
John & Joanne Fitzsimmons 
Vision: Planting the good news of 
Jesus in hearts and communities.
Prayer Point: Please join us in 
praying for wisdom, favour and 
more doors for effective ministry 
to open for us in Westport and the 
surrounding parishes, so we can 
excel in planting the good news of 
Jesus in hearts & communities.

  mEath Christian  
        CEntrE, naVan

Pastor & Wife: 
Richard & Bernie Mawhinney 
Vision: We have an inherited scripture 
promise, “the glory of the latter house 
shall be greater than the former, and in 
this place I will grant peace, says the Lord 
of hosts.” (Haggai 2:9)The church is ‘a 
bridge’ to enable people to move from an 
earthly glory to an eternal glory filled with 
God’s peace.
Prayer Point: Our ‘Reach-Out’ projects - 
charity shops, food and financial banks for 
the needy, and evangelistic programme.

  oasis Christian  
        fElloWshiP, 
        rosCrEa

senior leader: 
John McEvoy 
Core leadership team: 
John Bulfin, Trevor Cleary, 
Alma Mather, Anthony 
& Pam Troy, and Hugh 
Bracken 
Vision: To be bring a 
Christ-centred, Charismatic 
and Community Gospel 
witness into Roscrea and 
surrounding areas.
Prayer Point: Pray for 
the witness of the Church 
into the town of Roscrea 
and for the possibility of 
outreach meetings in the 
surrounding towns.

  CastlEBar  
        Christian 
        fElloWshiP

Pastor: 
Cathal & Sharon Duffy, 
and three teenage 
children Hannah, Jordan 
and Benjamin.
Vision: “Loving God, 
loving others”.
Prayer Point: Please 
continue to pray 
for us as we seek to 
reach out to our wider 
community; that we 
will be sensitive and 
obedient to the Holy 
Spirit. Pray for the 
possibility of a regular 
programme on our local 
community radio.

  tallaght  
        family 
        ChUrCh

Pastor & Wife: 
John & Vicky McEvoy
Vision: To establish 
an authentic Christian 
witness as a Church to the 
people of West Tallaght - 
especially to the poor and 
broken.
Prayer Point: Please 
pray for Tallaght United 
Churches Alpha Course 
this Autumn. Also, TFC 
Building Project -  that the 
Lord will give wisdom as 
we proceed and provision 
of funds to commence and 
complete this new building 
in Tallaght.

  sWorDs  
        Elim ChUrCh

Pastor & Wife: 
Kyle & Melissa Gray
Vision:  To be a church 
that represents the true 
face, hands and heart of 
Jesus.
Prayer Point: That we 
would have courage, 
endurance and wisdom 
in reaching the lost in 
our area.

  liVing  
        WatEr ChUrCh,  
        finglass

Pastor & Wife: 
Sean & Thelma Curran
Vision: 
To bless our community 
with a knowledge of the 
Love of Christ.
Prayer Point: 
Greater impartation to 
minister in the power of 
the Holy Spirit.

ElIm ChUrChES: 
rEPUBlIC of 
IrElaNd

bALLYfERMOT COMMUNITY ChURCh

MEATh ChRISTIAN CENTRE, NAVAN

MONAGhAN ELIM ChURCh

SLIGO CITY ChURCh

WEST CORK COMMUNITY ChURCh

AMAzING GRACE fELLOWShIP, WESTPORT

KELLS ChRISTIAN CENTRE

OASIS ChRISTIAN fELLOWShIP, ROSCREA

CASTLEbAR ChRISTIAN fELLOWShIP

TALLAGhT fAMILY ChURCh

SWORDS ELIM ChURCh
LIVING WATER ChURCh, fINGLAS

If you are 
part of the ROI Elim 

family and would like to 
feature a story, highlight 

an event or just share some 
exciting news, please get in 
touch with hannah Arnold 

at admin@elim.ie 
We look forward to 

hearing from 
you! 
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DAUGhTERS Of ThE KING 
Seventy-six ladies attended Sligo City Church 
first women’s conference, ‘Daughters of 
the King’.  Ranging in age from seventeen to 
seventy, they gathered together in the Clarion 
Hotel on Saturday 10th September. Ladies 
from different churches were represented, 
and some ladies with no church background 
attended. Beautiful worship, gifts, food and 
ministry combined to make this a day where 
woman felt loved, valued and encouraged. It 
was a great surprise when many who attended 
thought this was a regular event we put on! We 
are looking forward to our next ladies event in 
January 2017. 

hEALING ON ThE STREETS
Since May 2015 we have been on the streets 
of Sligo offering prayer.  Every Saturday a 
committed team set up and make themselves 
available to pray in the Johnson Court car park. 
No matter what the weather, the team are there 
every Saturday between 11am and 1pm. Over 
the last 17 months the team have prayed with 
over 380 people and have led 8 people to the 
Lord. This is the church outside the walls.

ONE YEAR Of INVISIbLE TRAffICK IN 
ThE REPUbLIC Of IRELAND 

roI News

A  F O C U S  O N 

// by Daniel Caldwell

It was hard to believe as we 
entered the hotel that evening 
we were celebrating ‘One Year of 
Invisible Traffick in the Republic 
of Ireland’. The night was a great 
success, people had come from a 
variety of area’s within our city and 
community groups, to hear what 
exactly human trafficking is, it’s 
effect on our region but also the 
work being done by IT to put an end 
to such a horrific reality.

We were so thankful to be joined by 
the Invisible Traffick NI team, who 
had come down to help celebrate 
the occasion and impart their words 
of wisdom for the coming year. It 
was a pleasure to have with us the 
Garda Siochána Super Intendant 
from Dublin to share a little on the 
statistics of this modern day slavery 
here in the Republic of Ireland and 
the methods being used to equip our 
Guards and fight this issue. It was 

also a huge privilege to have with us 
someone who could personally share 
about the effects human trafficking 
had in her life. It was an incredibly 
powerful story and one which 
informed those attending of the dark 
reality of the situation here in Ireland 
and the conditions that many victims 
of trafficking find themselves in.

As we ended that evening with many 
photos, cake and much chatter, 
as a team we were so encouraged 
by those who were offering to 
get involved, or by those simply 
awakened to the reality of what 
happens behind closed doors. It was 
a fitting end to our first year, but also 
a great launch into year two. A year 
where we are more known, a year 
where so many more in our city are 
aware and backing the work of IT, 
and a year where we have no doubt 
we will share in many more victories 
in making the invisible visible.

Bless a stranger: 
buy them a coffee or pay 

for their basket or 
trolley of groceries!

Offer tO BaBysit 
so Mum or Dad or both 

can get some 
shopping sorted

Pray fOr sOMeOne in neeD: 
 don’t just offer, stop there in the 

moment and pray believing god can and 
will make a difference in the situation

DOnate
 tO yOur lOcal 

fOOD Bank

give a Blanket 
and / or food to a 

homeless person

visit a lOcal nursing hOMe 
and sing some carols - 

spread some christmas cheer!

give uP yOur sPace 
in queue, let someone 

else go before you!

Be POsitive all day - 
spread love not misery!

Buy Or Make christMas
 treats for the 

office / class / people 
you spend your day with

POstMen anD Delivery Drivers are snowed 
under this season, say thank you and 
offer a takeaway coffee when they call 

with your deliveries or packages

retail staff are under lots  of 
pressure, smile, say thank you 

and appreciate them (maybe even 
give a little gift if you can)

Offer tO helP at hOMe - 
ask what you can do 

to help relieve some holiday 
stress & make sure you do it! 

 Make this christMas cOunt

christMas                                 
Days Of

It’s the most wonderful time of the year .... Or is it?! Christmas can be 
manic, it can be lonely, it can pass by in a blur, this year why not try to 
make it one to remember for all the right reasons. We have given you 
twelve simple ideas below on how you can impact a life in your world 

this season .. Why not give one or all of them ago?  The simplest of things 
really can make a big difference in the life of another. ■
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// God with us                              
god with us.  forever, always, in our waking and our sleeping, 
in our ups and downs, in our misery and pain and in our 
celebration and rejoicing. god with us.

therefore the lord himself shall give you a sign: behold, the 
young woman who is unmarried and a virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and shall call his name immanuel [god with us]. is 
7:14 (amp)

the sign that god gave us was his very best, he gave himself, he 
became flesh and dwelt among us and when he in human form 
left this earth he left his holy spirit, again himself, here with us 
that we may never be alone again. 

it is more than difficult for us to grasp that reality with our 
human brain, the god head, the trinity, the one who was, and 
is, and is to come; is with us and will never leave us nor forsake 
us.  a message that so often we only think about during the 
christmas season as we hear the carols talking of our 
immanuel god, but a message that the world needs 
to hear in every season of the year and life.  

god himself became flesh and dwelt among 
us. he could’ve easily found another way.  
this same god who created the heavens and 
earth in just six days had options that you 
and i could never even dream up, options 
that would’ve been amazingly good, but yet 
his only option was himself, he was the best 
option and nothing and no one else would do.  

i’m not sure if you have started, finished or 
are in the middle of your christmas shopping 
as you’re reading this article, but i am sure like 
me you like to find the best option as a gift that you 
are going to give.  i am someone who enjoys receiving 
gifts (who doesn’t!) but i really love to give gifts. gifts that 
are not always valuable but gifts with thought, with prayer, 
gifts that i ponder over and that are created with the receiver 
in mind, regardless of who i am giving that gift to.  whether it 
be my husband, or a friend, i love to think, to be creative in the 
gift that i give. i want that gift to be a representation of the love, 
the thought, the appreciation i have for that person, whether it 
be flowers to say thank you, or a letter to encourage, or a scarf 
to keep a friend warm on a cold day, it’s about my love and 
appreciation for who they are or for what they have done for me. 

i give gifts to say thank you, to say i love you, to say i appreciate 
you.  god gave us a gift, a precious gift, to say i love you, even 
though i have nothing to thank you for, i appreciate you, even 
though you have had more failures than victories, and i love you 
with a love that is immeasurable and that will never run out or 
quit on you.  mind blowing! he gave us a gift that is eternal and 
that will stand the test of any trial or pressure.  he gave us the 
gift of himself, god with us, forever. 

i wonder how different our days would be if we grasped that?  
would we be braver in our conversations?  would we attempt 
more, do more, be more if we fully understood that in everything 
we do god is with us?  we can often walk around in a fog or 
dazed mindset, going from one day to the next, one season of life 
blending into each other, but why?  why have we allowed this 
world to change our focus?  change our reality?

god became flesh and moved into the neighbourhood. he moved 
into the every day story of our lives. i’ve typed that three times 
now because it is so important that we understand that god 
became human, was just like you and me, experienced every 

emotion and he has never ever gone away.  we can’t physically 
see him, we can’t sit across the table in a coffee shop and look in 
his eyes, but we can experience him, we can know his presence, 
we can hear his voice, we can sense his spirit.  he is always 
near. whether it be in a coffee shop, the car, the house doing the 
cleaning, in the middle of an amazing time of worship or in the 
quietness and stillness of an early morning walk he is always 
present. although we can’t physically see him, we can hear, 
when we listen, we can sense him, know his prompting, when we 
ask, we can “see” him in the answer, in the environment, in the 
conversation with a friend. we see him clearly when we fix our 
eyes on him and him alone, he becomes the lens and the filter in 
which we see everything and everyone else. 

our world will celebrate a season, people will enjoy the festive 
fun, they will follow family traditions and spend time with loved 
ones. gifts will be given and carols will be sung.  some will over 
indulge in the festive treats and others will use the time off to 

rest and recover from a manic lifestyle. but some will 
struggle through the season, missing family and 

friends, aching and searching for love. our world 
can be very lonely, with people longing for 

something or someone to fill the void and 
emptiness they so often feel. even those who 
have much to celebrate can be longing and 
searching for something more. 

we, the church, are the answer.  the world 
is broken right now and is looking for 

a sign, searching for answers, searching 
for something. people are bewildered, 

lost, hurting and confused, but yet they are 
not willing to be swayed by the media they 

are looking for authenticity, genuine love and 
compassion. something that is tangible and real, a 

sense of purpose and belonging. god gave us a sign, he 
sent his son and with him the promise that he would be 

with us always.  we are to be that sign for others. go into all 
the world ... be a light in the darkness ... be a city on a hill ... 
let all that you do be done in love ... these aren’t just words but 
instructions to follow, he is our leader, he is our guide in this 
season and in every season we are to take this message filled 
with hope and love to the lost, to the world. 

our saviour, our King is not just a baby in a manager, he became 
flesh and dwelt among us.  he is still here, he has never gone 
away and is never going away.  he is our hope, our confidence, 
our assurance, our rest. nothing that has happened since the 
beginning of time itself, nor anything that will happen until the 
end will be a shock to him.  he sees it all and is in the smallest 
of details, and in the vastness of the plans and purposes as they 
unfold.  all things were created by him and for him and we, his 
children, have nothing to fear. 

in this season pray like never before, pray for the governments 
and leaders of our world, pray for opportunity and capacity to be 
the person god has called you to be. and when the opportunity 
comes shout and share the good news with all who will listen.  
give people a gift that they will be eternally grateful for, let your 
world know of the love of a father who came as a baby and has 
never gone away.  the christmas message never gets old, it’s a 
story that should always be told, your story unfolded in his is 
powerful, beautiful and should be shared.  don’t shy away this 
season, speak up, speak out and tell others about the god who is 
with us always. our immanuel.  ■

// sara allen 

with us 

god became 
flesh and 

moved into the 
neighbourhood. 
he moved into 
the every day 
story of our 
lives... he is 

always
 near. 
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A Weary World Rejoices

I AM, GENERALLY SPEAKING, AN OPTIMIST. I TEND TO LOOK 
ON ThE bRIGhT SIDE Of ThINGS, SEE ThE GLASS AS hALf fULL.  
AND YET, If I AM COMPLETELY hONEST, ThIS PRACTICE hAS 
bECOME INCREASINGLY DIffICULT PARTICULARLY AROUND 
ThIS TIME Of YEAR.

smiles. This has robbed an entire 
season of the meaning and beauty it 
inherently has; not one of an over-
realised eschatology where everything 
is already perfect, but a realistic 
hope that though things are broken 
now, Jesus is making the world right 
again—and He’s on His way back to 
finish the job.

This is the hope of the season. We 
shouldn’t ignore the fact that we are 
in the middle of the mess, but we can 
celebrate the fact that we have a God 
who is above all the mess, sovereign 
and wise. Immanuel, God with us. 
He is in control. And He is coming to 
make all things right.

When the rest of the world is acting 
like nothing is wrong even while 
it spirals in despair, Christians can 
sing songs like “O Holy Night” and 
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” which 
remind us of the “thrill of hope” we 
have in Christ. Though the world lay 
“in sin and error pining,” our weary 
souls have a promise that some day 
soon He will break our chains and 
set the captive free. He will disperse 
the gloomy clouds of night and put 
death’s dark shadow to flight.

We have the hope of Revelation 21:3-
6, where the voice of the Lord spoke 
to the Apostle John of the glory that 
awaits us.

“Behold, the dwelling place of God is 
with man. He will dwell with them, 
and they will be His people and God 
Himself will be with them as their 
God. He will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes, and death shall be no 
more, neither shall there be mourning, 
nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the 
former things have passed away... 
Behold, I am making all things new... 
Write this down, for these words are 
trustworthy and true... It is done! I 
am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end.”

God gives 
us an 
amazing 
promise and 
then ends with, 
“This is as good 
as done. I am who I 
say I am and I do what 
I say I will do. And not one 
thing can stand in My way or stop 
Me.”

These words are the glue that holds 
believers together when everything 
around them is unraveling. In 
miscarriages and cancer, job changes 
and terrorist attacks, God is still a God 
who keeps His promises. When He 
says He will do something, He will do 
it.

In the garden, when Adam and Eve 
first sinned and all the world broke, 
God promised to send a Son who 
would redeem all that was lost and 
save the world from their sins. When 
Jesus came, God proved that He keeps 
His word.

The first Christmas wasn’t about 
warm fuzzies and fake smiles. It was 
an act of war on death and darkness—
planned from before the foundation of 
the world by a God who doesn’t lose. 
Look at the extremes to which Jesus 
has gone to win us back from the 
death we had earned; to give mercy in 
place of the wrath we deserved.

Though very nature God, He didn’t 
hoard that. Instead, with kindness 
and compassion, He emptied Himself, 
and the King of Kings made Himself 
a servant. He got up from His throne 
where He ruled and reigned with all 
the riches and perfection of Heaven, 
wrapped Himself in flesh and moved 
into our poverty and brokenness.

The One who hung the stars and 
created all things was born to a virgin 
in a barn so that He might be hung on 

a cross by the very ones He created. 
He lay down His life that we might 
live. This is our God—the One who 
fulfills all that He says. If He has 
done all this before, proving Himself 
faithful, then we can surely count on 
Him to keep His word now!

God has promised that just has He has 
come before, He will return to make 
all things right and all things new. To 
fix all that is broken. To destroy sin, 
sickness, and sorrow once and for all, 
and to shine the perfect light of His 
glory on us forever.

He won’t return as a baby in a 
manger, but as a conquering King who 
puts death and darkness under His 
feet for good and lets us share in His 
victory for eternity.  We are waiting, 
sometimes painfully, but our Help 
is on His way. And so we join in the 
song of Advent. The song that John so 
concisely taught us in his last words 
of Revelation, “Come, Lord Jesus.”

Our God who keeps his promises will 
surely keep this one too.  ■

The world is broken and every day our news 
channels are filled with horrors but when we 
contrast that with the meaninglessness of the 
“Festive Season” that the west has come to 
celebrate, it just seems wrong. Advertisements 
cater to our consumeristic comfort idols by 
showing us beautiful people with smiling faces, 
enjoying the good life and telling us we need 
more and more stuff if we want to be happy 
too. Radio stations fill our ears with a sonically 
shimmering, polished veneer of jolliness and 
cheer.

I have historically been the guy who would put up 
my tree and listen exclusively to Christmas music 
until I was forced to stop. It was as if, for one 
holly jolly month, I could just take a break from 
all the brokenness around me and pretend all was 
right with the world.

I don’t want to sound like the Grinch, but it has 
all begun to feel a bit hollow. It often seems we 
are looking for happiness and hope where it was 
never meant to be found—in facades and fake 
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Evidence of the rapidly approaching Christmas 
season can be seen everywhere. Radio stations 
are blaring Christmas music, shopping 
centres and town centres are packed with 
people doing their shopping and 
neighbourhoods are lit up with 
Christmas lights. for most people, 
the Christmas season means the 
onslaught of extreme busyness. 
This isn’t something new.

When Jesus was born, 
everyone in Israel was busy 
travelling to their hometowns 
for the census. Things were 
so chaotic that, in Bethlehem, 
only a few shepherds noticed 
the arrival of the Son of God, 
and that was only after they were 
summoned by a host of angels.

Right there in Bethlehem one of the 
most amazing events in history was 
occurring, and it received very little 
attention. What an accurate reflection 
of what is happening today.

Over 2000 years after Jesus’ birth, the 
Church has spread worldwide. We have all of the 
benefits of modern communication at our fingertips, yet 
Jesus’ birth comes and goes every year and for the most 
part is ignored by our world. Our Christmas songs may 
mention Christ, but to the average person, Jesus has 
little or no meaning to their Christmas celebrations.

My younger cousin found this to be true a few years 
ago. He was sitting in class, and his teacher was asking 
the students to call out words that were associated 
with Christmas. Being the bold Christian that he is, my 
cousin said “Jesus” and in reply one of his classmates 
said “Jesus? What does Jesus have to do with 
Christmas?”

That question the boy asked is the same question the 
world is asking, and the Christmas season is a perfect 
opportunity for us as believers to provide an answer.

To 
many, 

the 
Church and 

Christianity 
in general has 

become irrelevant. 
A Santa Claus figure 

who gives children gifts 
is more appealing than 
a God who died to offer 
eternal life to anyone 
who believes. This is 
an unfortunate reality, 
but you and I have the 
opportunity to change 

this for those around 
us, especially during this 

holiday season.

How can we do this? Well, 
we can show the world what 

Jesus has to do with Christmas 
through our love. When we take  

 a time out from our holiday busyness 
 to stop and reach out to others, the 

world will see exactly what Jesus has  
  to do with Christmas.

Random acts of kindness can make a big difference in 
any day. Giving up a parking space, going door to door 
singing Christmas carols, visiting those without family, 
providing gifts to the poor, collecting for the food 
bank—there are many things that we can do to point 
the world to the true meaning of Christmas.

Now more than ever the world is asking what exactly 
Jesus has to do with Christmas, and we as Christians 
need to show them the answer. This Christmas, let’s 
follow the example of Jesus and be giving of our time, 
money and resources. After all, the true message of 
Christmas is that God so loved the world that He gave, 
and the only way the world will know that message is if 
you and I do the same.  ■

the 
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You see the donkey was important 
even though he never felt that way
His name doesn’t matter, only that 
he was chosen that special day.

He got her to the closest town and to an inn 
keeper where she would be safe. And he lay 
down in the stable and fell flat on his face.

There was once a little Donkey, whose name we 
never know. He was part of a famous story that 
every year gets told. He wasn’t always helpful, he 
was as stubborn as a mule! But one day, many 
years ago, he was no longer known as the fool.

This donkey was chosen to carry a very special 
load. And to carry a girl called Mary down a 
dirty dusty road. He made lots of noises and 
grunts, he eeoryed and coughed. He didn’t 
want to be chosen,  but Mary and Joseph 
where never put off!

They knew he would be able to get them to a 
town called Bethlehem. And soon after the 
journey started he began to believe in them. 
Before this special day he had only ever heard,
How silly and useless he was compared to 
others in his masters herd.

 Silly 
fool!

Useless!

Pain!

This donkey wasn’t stupid, he was just made 
to feel this way. Until one day he was chosen 
to have a special role to play. Mary told him he 
was special, she thanked him along the way
Making sure he knew his worth and that he  
had a very important role to play.

As they neared Bethlehem the donkey was 
getting very tired. He worried he wouldn’t 
make it much further when he heard a 
noise and Mary cried.

And although the donkey was exhausted, 
he found the energy to journey on.

The baby is 
coming soon! 
He’s ready to 

be born!

Soon after he was startled by an unfamiliar 
sound . A baby crying close by, from a manager 
on the ground. He watched as Mary lifted her 
baby and held him very near. And listened 
carefully as Joseph whispered into his ear.

Thank you little 
donkey, what 
a special thing 
you’ve done! You helped us 

arrive here safe, 
so that Mary 

could birth God’s 
precious Son!

a donkeY storY a donkeY storY 

>

When you are chosen, remember, you too have a role to play
Don’t listen to the name calling, just remember what the Bible says. 
You are important, you are treasured, you are loved beyond measure

God sent his Son at Christmas time to be with you today, tomorrow and forever. 
Jesus is the friend, who will never leave your side

Remember to include Him, in this festive Christmas time.

Check out this new kids album from Bethel.  It’s got lots of 
great music and really easy to sing along to in the car or with 
your head phones on! There are really good videos linked to 
album that you can watch and listen to online. 
The link is: www. bethelmusic.com/albums/come-alive
My favourite on the album is deep cries out, hope you enjoy!

Come ALive 
Bethel Music

kids
albuM

reVieW!

How Cute Are tHese?! 
You CAn mAke Your own 
jAr snowmen. 
this is the perfect winter or 
Christmas craft to make.
easy to make - give as a gift or use to 
decorate at home!

You will need: 
 Jar ( any size )   White paint
 Buttons / stickers   Eyes
 Markers   Fabric for scarf 
 Christmas sock (or old red or green sock) 
 Battery tea lights or string Christmas lights 

it looks so good at 
night, it’s the perfect 
decoration or gift!

what to do! 
First, paint your jar with white paint 
and wait for it to dry. 
Stretch a Christmas sock over the top 
of the jar for the snowman’s hat. 
Add buttons, a face, and a scarf! 
After  the paint and glue on the 
snowman dries, yo can add a small 
string of Christmas lights or 
LED tea lights inside! 

snoW Man jar 

MoVie tiMeMoVie tiMe

1 2

4 mins
the wise 

men

4 mins
the Christmas 

story
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tell us 
What 
You 
think.
We hope you have enjoyed 
this edition of EL Kids.  
This magazine is for you – your 
magazine, your voice, your way.  
Get in touch, send us reviews of 
books and albums you have read 
or prayers that you have prayed.  
We would love to hear from you 
and let others in our world know 
what is happening in yours. 

send your info to:
elimlifemag@gmail.com 
or via facebook or twitter.

Mark postal entries to: 

sara
Brookeborough EPC
300 Nutfield Road
Brookeborough
BT94 4HL

elimlifemag@gmail.com 

Elim Life Magazine

@Elim_Life

Ask an adult in your world 
for help if you need it!

Corner
CornerLOLLOL

I told you if you 
kept making 

faces it would 
freeze that way!

what do you call an 
old snowman? 
Water!

what do monkeys sing at Christmas? 
Jungle Bells, jungle bells!

what goes oh, oh, oh?
Santa walking backwards!

who hides in a bakery
 at Christmas? 
A Christmas Spy!

r t s c i h s M a t s r e P n e

Y a b a  s e j u s e r e t

Y d n o k e i W s e  n e M

M a n i u e l M g e r n a M

unscramble the Christmas words below: 

Word  scraMble 

what did one snowman 
say to the other?  
Can you smell a carrot?
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The season of good will toward all men, 
a baby born in a stable in a town called Bethlehem. 

What about the tree, the lights, the gifts? 
The turkey, Rudolph and Santa all thrown in the mix
It so easily could become a confusing season for all, 

As we rush and queue and get caught up in the chaos in the shopping malls. 

Everything is urgent, shops open extra late, 
And we try our best to squeeze in time for Christmas coffee dates. 

Precious time with family, and friends
We want to see them and make memories before the season ends. 

The season brings so much festivity and fun, 
Yet others experience loneliness as they miss a dear loved one. 

Emotions are heightened, we go on high alert 
and forget all about a precious baby’s birth. 

He came that day many years ago, he grew from a boy, into a man, 
His life on display for all to watch and learn 

Jesus, the Messiah, the one who changed the whole of humanity.
Who impacted the world, who caused blind eyes to see. 

His reason for coming was to fulfil a promise, that still applies today 
The promise maker and keeper, we can trust His every way. 
Our lives may seem crazy, we may not always understand, 

But we are safe in His keeping, because He always has a plan. 

Christmas is a season, it comes and goes
Jesus is forever. He is constant, 

He is faithful and He is always near, 
Always leading and prompting by His Spirit at every time of year

Don’t let Christmas “crazy” rob you of the season’s beauty, 
the promise, the gift, of the Messiah, our Saviour, our King

The one the wise men travelled so far to see. 
Worship and adore Him this festive season

Remember that Jesus, our Immanuel, is our celebratory reason

Trust Him, call on His name 
Give Him your life, everything, all. Surrender completely to His call

This Christmas time know that you are more than loved
By a Father in heaven who gave up His only precious Son

You are loved, you are adored, uniquely proposed and planned 
By the One who created the whole universe and holds it in His hands

Speak His name, declare His goodness, share His love, grace and mercy 
Don’t let Christmas be something that is merely earthly.  ■

C h r i s t m a s
What does it really mean?  



In Matthew 1:18-25 we are given the 
perspective of Joseph. Joseph was in the 
same family line as King David. The fact 
Jesus is adopted into the line of David is no 
accident; it reveals something about who 
he is. Through Joseph, Jesus is adopted 
into the family line of David and now we 
can be adopted into the family of God. The 
promise made long ago that Israel would 
have a David-like king is fulfilled in Jesus (2 
Sam 7:11-16; Jer. 23:5-6). For this reason if 
Joseph had walked away from his betrothed 
marriage to Mary God’s word would not 
have been fulfilled in Jesus. The 
angel’s role in assuring Joseph 
this was all part of God’s plan 
was so vital.   

GOD’S fAVOUR bRINGS 
PERSONAL ChALLENGES
Mary being pregnant 
through the Holy 
Spirit brought personal 
challenges for both Mary 
and Joseph. Would anyone 
believe their story? What 
about the integrity of Mary and 
Joseph being on the line? What a way 
to start family life! Both of them would 
have to completely trust God with their 
reputation and future because their story, 
while true, was such an unbelievable one! 
It’s important for us to understand that 
being favoured by God will bring personal 
challenges to our lives. God’s favour will 
bring challenges we would not have faced 
otherwise. A back-to-front view of God 
and salvation can lead us to see personal 
challenges as a sign we are out of favour 
with him. I wonder if you’ve ever considered 
that your personal challenges might be 
because of God’s favour. Joseph had to face 
the challenges he faced because he was 
entrusted with fathering the most precious 
baby ever to be born in this world. That’s 
not what he signed up for when he agreed 
to marry Mary. However these challenges 
were because he had such a significant role 
in God’s great story.

GOD SAVES AND GOD IS WITh US
Although being part of God’s purpose 
brings personal challenges there is 
much encouragement to be found in 
the two names Christ is given in this 
passage. “Jesus” means God saves and 
“Immanuel” means God with us. God saves 
and God is with us! That is the theme in 
every chapter of every Christian’s life.

Firstly he is “Jesus” – God saves. Specifically 
he saves his people from their sins 
(v21). We can all see the world needs saved 
from sin but can we see that we personally 
need saved from our sins. Can we see that 
the same evil at work in the world is at work 
in our hearts? For example we may be able 
to recognise the sin of greed driving the 
exploitation of the poor in the world, but do 
we as easily recognise the sin of coveting 
in our own hearts which can lead us to 
resent or envy others? And can we see that 
coveting is actually what is behind the greed 

and exploitation of the poor? One of 
the most important discoveries 

we can make is that the same 
evil at work in the world is 
at work in our hearts. We 
need Jesus to save us from 
our sin – from its penalty, 
from its power and from 
its presence – and he does! 

Secondly he is “Immanuel” – 
God with us. The Incarnation 

reveals that God is not distant 
and passive, but present and 

active in this world. This name given 
to Jesus declares this reality and the act of 
the Incarnation displays the extent of God’s 
desire to be with us. The most common 
promise in the Bible is the promise of God’s 
presence. In Acts 17:27 Paul says; “God is 
actually not far from each one of us.”  He 
is near, he is present, he is within reach of 
every person in this world and he within 
every Christian by his Spirit.

PART Of GOD’S bIGGER STORY
To put our faith in Jesus is to step into 
God’s salvation story, the same story as 
Joseph found himself in. Like Joseph you 
suddenly realise you are part of something 
bigger – God’s plan to reconcile the world 
to himself in Jesus!  This means trusting 
God in new ways and putting our future 
in his hands without knowing exactly 
how things are going to work out. Is God 
calling you to trust him in a new way like 
Joseph? Is he calling you to trust in Jesus 
as Saviour? Is he asking you to try again at 
something you feel you failed at? If he is 
it will be for his bigger purpose and it will 
likely involve personal challenges. However 
we can be assured God will be with us at 
every turn because he is Immanuel (God 
with us) and as we trust him we’ll get to 
see his bigger story unfolding in our lives 
& the world. ■

// John Fitzsimmons   

ONE Of ThE bEAUTIfUL 
ThINGS AbOUT ThE 
GOSPEL NARRATIVES IS 
ThAT WE GET TO hEAR 
ThE SAME STORY fROM 
DIffERENT PERSPECTIVES. 
EACh PERSPECTIVE IS 
VALID AND IMPORTANT 
IN UNDERSTANDING ThE 
fULL STORY. 

WE ARE 
CALLED TO 

TRUST GOD IN NEW 
WAYS AND PUT OUR 

fUTURE IN hIS hANDS 
WIThOUT KNOWING 

ExACTLY hOW ThINGS 
ARE GOING TO 

WORK OUT.
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stePPing 
intO gOD’s 
salvatiOn 
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S4G ReimaGined 
Elim’s youth ministry launches a fresh vision and unveils its 

new name. Over the weekend of 22-23 October, as young 
people came together from across the nation to the Gathering, 

the new name and vision of Elim’s youth ministry was revealed.

Re-imagined as LIMITLESS, the youth ministry enters into an 
exciting new season with a vision to launch 100 new youth 

ministries through churches who are not currently reaching 
young people. For over a decade Serious4God has served 

young people, youth leaders and local churches across the 
Elim movement. In 2015, Elim’s Centenary Year, that God began 

speaking to the Serious4God team about entering into a new 
season.

Very clearly we had this sense that it wasn’t for us to prescribe 
what God was going to do, but to announce that there was a 

new moment coming,” says leadership team member, Rich 
Ellerington. “So we knew we had to shake things up, we 

needed a new name.”

“With much thought and prayer we have sought God for a 
way to ‘announce and prepare’ for this new season,” says Tim, 

“and it is with a massive sense of excitement and expectation 
I am able to share with you that Serious4God is becoming 

LIMITLESS.”

Leadership team member Laura Hancock 
adds, “Limitless is an invitation to who we 

are becoming in God, that we are a limitless 
movement, a limitless generation!” The future 

looks bright for youth ministry in Elim, indeed, 
the possibilities are Limitless.

The LimiTLeSS
 PuRPoSe and ViSion

As the national youth ministry of Elim Pentecostal 
Churches in the UK and Ireland, LIMITLESS exists 

to reach young people, equip youth leaders and 
inspire dynamic youth ministry through the local 

church. Their vision includes:

Reaching young people: LIMITLESS is passionate 
about seeing young people reached with the 

gospel. Their events and mission opportunities are 
reaching, discipling and transforming the lives of 

young people all over the UK.

equipping youth leaders: LIMITLESS is committed 
to equipping youth leaders with the tools they need 

for ministry through LIMITLESS Academy- a menu 
of training initiatives.

inspiring local churches: LIMITLESS is doing all it 
can to inspire dynamic youth ministry through the 

local church. The regional teams and travelling 
ministries are serving local churches in their 

mission to young people.

See a dynamic 
youTh miniSTRy 

ThRouGh eVeRy 
eLim chuRch

 LIMITLESS Pioneers is a gap year 
program designed to establish 

brand new youth ministries in 
churches without one. A team will 

go to a church for a year, leaving it 
with an established youth ministry, 

locally trained up youth leaders, 
and an evolved church culture. 

Young adults can join a team and 
go on the adventure of pioneering; 

being trained up as they go, and 
experiencing the joy that comes 

from reaching the unreached for 
Jesus!

you aRe inViTed To join 
ToGeTheR wiTh younG 
PeoPLe acRoSS The naTion 
To be a GeneRaTion ThaT 
foLLowS a LimiTLeSS 
God. you aRe a LimiTLeSS 
GeneRaTion. he iS a 
LimiTLeSS God. ToGeTheR 
we aRe LimiTLeSS.

Check out the video clip to 
discover more !
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‘hideaway’ is a couple of hours 
drive away from harare the 
capital city of zimbabwe, nestled 
on the shore of a beautiful and 
idyllic lake.  It is the perfect 
location for quietness, reflection 
and fellowship away from the 
hustle and bustle of stressful 
surroundings.  The quietness 
and serenity provided the 
perfect setting for God to speak 
through His still small voice, and 
to capture afresh the lives and 
hearts of African leaders from 
Elim Churches across this vast 
continent.  Some 14 national 
leaders and a total of 54 leaders 
and missionaries gathered 
together for two days at the first 
Elim Global Conference in Africa.  
To gather with them, was a deeply 
moving and humbling privilege.

There was worship led by worship 
leaders from Zimbabwe.  National 
leaders from our Elim Churches 
preached on a variety of subjects 
such as:

 » Focus on Leadership
 » Focus on Church
 » Focus on Missions

The vast majority of ministry 
was presented by the National 

Leaders and Missionaries from 
this area of Africa.  This in itself 
was inspiring as we witnessed the 
depth of spiritual growth within 
their lives and gave God glory 
for the fruit unfolding through 
many faithful years of sowing into 
the heart of Africa by so many 
servants of God.  The ministry 
was deep, profound and anointed.  
We also were blessed to listen to 
wonderful testimonies of what the 
Lord is doing across the countries 
represented; souls being saved, 
bodies being healed, churches 
being planted and vision for Africa 
being imparted.  The churches in 
Africa have a burning vision and 
passion to reach Africa through 
Africans.  There continue to be 
exciting opportunities for us to 
support this as we continue to 
partner with our brothers and 
sisters in Christ for the love of the 
Gospel.

God’s presence amongst us was 
precious and tangible, resulting 
in a fresh awareness of His 
wonderful grace towards each 
of us and our need to embrace 
that anointing with reverence 
and respect as we serve Him 
in whatever capacity He has 
called us. As a result, there 

missions missions

from opposite ends of the earth, 
how did you meet?
From our teenage years, both of 
us have had an interest in world 
missions and seeing God’s kingdom 
extended amongst the nations.  When 
Andy finished his studies, he joined 
the OM Ships Ministry in 2001, 
flying out to board the MV Doulos in 
the Philippines.  Little did he know 
that he would meet his future wife!  
Laura was already on the MV Doulos 
having joined in Thailand about 6 
months before.  We both spent 3 
years on board travelling around the 
world, spending time in a wide range 
of contexts always with the ship’s 
aim of ‘bringing knowledge, help 
and hope’ before us.  Upon leaving 
the MV Doulos, we moved to South 

EL:

bleakley’s: 

Africa where Laura continued with her studies whilst Andy worked 
as a Regional Facilitator for OM in Kwa-zulu Natal.

After marrying in 2006, they moved to Northern Ireland where 
Andy completed his PGCE and started teaching in Ballymena.  
Laura, meanwhile found clerical work in Coleraine and quickly 
acclimatized to her new surroundings.  During this time they 
enjoyed fellowship in Ballymoney Elim church.  

how many children do you have and how old are they?
We have been blessed with two children – Asher and Hadassah.  
Asher is now 7 whilst Hadassah is 5.  Whilst Asher is crazy about 
animals and superheroes, Hadassah is a real princess and loves 
anything pink!  They are full of life and bring a great deal of joy to 
our home.

tell us about your life in nepal
We moved to Nepal in 2012 having never set foot in the country.  
What a blessing it has turned out to be as we have felt very much at 
home.  Laura, coming from a Hindu background, has a sound grasp 
of the culture whilst Andy is able to bring his teaching experience.  
Andy looks after the Humanities Faculty at KISC, a Christian school 
in Lalitpur, with students coming from all walks of life.  It has 
proved a wonderful opportunity to build into the lives of young 
people.  KISC also has a number of Nepalese partner schools spread 
across the nation and is able to provide training and support for 
these rural communities.  The ministry has been blessed over the 
years and we have seen the school expand to a level where we are 
now lacking space.  An exciting building project is underway as we 
aim to move to a new site in 2018.  Laura, meanwhile, gets involved 
in a number of local projects, of which there is no shortage. 

tell us about UVn
United Vision Nepal (UVN) is an organization close to our heart 
and we seek to support their ministry where possible.  The 
founder of UVN is our fellow Elim worker, Bhab Ghale and he, 
along with his team, never cease to inspire us in their efforts to 
see God’s Kingdom established here in the Himalayas.  The goal 
of UVN is to see a church and a trained leader in every village 
in Nepal.  They are seeing fruit in some of the most remote 
areas of our planet and amongst some of the most marginalized 
communities. ■
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ElIm GloBal 
CoNfErENCE
    South, Central & East Africa 

hararE, 
ZImBaBwE 
23-25 aUG 2016

Andy comes from ballymoney where he 
spent much of his childhood along with his 
three younger brothers.  being brought up 
on a farm always meant lots of space to 
roam. With a love for the world in which we 
live, this led him to study Geography at the 
University of Ulster and in the west of france 
at the Université de Nantes.  This is really 
the time when a passion for international 
mission came. Laura, on the other hand, grew 
up in South Africa in the province of Kwa-
zulu Natal, an area covered in sugarcane and 
boasting a beautiful tropical climate.  her 
home town is Richards bay and she is the 
middle child in her family.  She studied at 
Richtek College, specializing in Travel and 
Tourism, and this along with her extensive 
travels opened her eyes to the needs which 
abound across the globe.

N E Pa l
Andrew & Laura Bleakley in

were a number of deeply moving testimonies of 
reconciliation between individual leaders and 
groupings, for which we praise God and pray for 
protection over this beautiful unity in the days 
to come.   Ps 133 – How good and pleasant it is 
when God’s people live together in unity!  May our 
wonderful Saviour lovingly command the blessing!

‘Together we Sow’, to reach the nations of the 
world for the glory of God. 
Be inspired and praise God for His faithfulness 
among the nations!  ■

// Roy Johnston 
Irish Missions Director  
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go on her first missionary trip. 
Lauren has been continually 
serving God on short term 
overseas trips since that 
age. During our time in 
Zimbabwe Lauren got 
the opportunity to work 
in the ELD (Early Child 
Development) room 
in Emmanuel Primary 
School teaching the 
young children songs and 
poems. 

Gregg is currently in his final year 
of Bible College. Gregg felt within his 
heart that he wanted to use his College 
placement to serve God in a different 
country. During this trip Gregg got to 
speak on a number of occasions including 

Sunday church 
services, 
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youth services, Bible study 
meetings and Community 

Cell Groups. On each occasion 
Gregg brought a powerful 

message from God to a very 
receptive audience longing to hear 

the word of God. 

I, Leanne Carrothers, work with children/
adults with learning disabilities. God very 
much placed a missionary trip on my 
heart back in February time of this year, 
along with the scripture Proverbs 3:5-6.  
During my time in Zimbabwe I was blessed 
with the opportunity of working in the 
Special Needs Class of Emmanuel Primary 
School. I was amazed at the way these 
kids were taught and was very excited at 
being shown the new Special Needs Unit; 
scheduled to open up next year. This unit 
will make a huge difference in the lives of 
some of the kids. 

As a team we got lots of 
opportunities to have endless 

amounts of fun with the kids 
living within the Missions 
Station, through playing 
games, playing football, 
face painting, relay 
races, taking Polaroid 
photographs or simply 
just sitting chatting. 
All of which have been 

very memorable to us as 
a team, and hopefully to 

the kids we spent time with. 
From the moment we arrived 

in Zimbabwe we were so warmly 
greeted by everyone in particular 

Pastor Harry and Pastor Michael. Both of 
these men pastor churches both within 
the station and outside in community 
areas. It was so evident to see that they 

carry the joy and sweet essence of the 
Lord everywhere they go. During our 
time in Zimbabwe we could sense that 
the continual lack of water was heavy on 
people’s hearts. Within Northern Ireland 
water is something that we have endless 
amounts of and something that we can 
take for granted. However, in Zimbabwe 
people face difficult situations due to the 
lack of rainfall; yet they are trusting God 
and believing in him for a miracle. Some 
of the lyrics of a favourite song sang in 
Emmanuel Elim Church are “every day, 
every hour, you are faithful O Lord” and 
this explains the hearts of all the people. 
Practically they may have very little, 
but spiritually they believe and trust in 
God for everything with a faith that is 
overflowing. As a team we would ask that 
you remember Zimbabwe in your prayers 
as they go through this water drought, 
believing that with God ‘All things are 
possible’. 

As a team we thank God for the 
opportunity of being able to go to 
Zimbabwe to serve him. Collectively we 
raised £4,330 through various fundraisers 
to send out to the ongoing work in 
Zimbabwe. Again we give God all the 
praise, honour and glory for the generosity 
laid upon the hearts of people within the 
church and local community in giving 
towards this great cause. It will make a 
huge difference! The main aim of the trip 
was to show God’s love in everything we 
said, did and were asked to do. Zimbabwe 
and everyone within the Katerere Mission 
Station both young and old now hold a 
special place in our hearts. ■

// Leanne Carrothers
    Brookeborough Elim Church 

PRACTICALLY 
ThE PEOPLE MAY 

hAVE VERY LITTLE, 
bUT SPIRITUALLY ThEY 
bELIEVE AND TRUST IN 
GOD fOR EVERYThING 
WITh A fAITh ThAT IS 

OVERfLOWING.

On 29th August Chloe Mchaffie, Lauren 
Calvert, Gregg Mcbride and myself, 
Leanne Carrothers travelled to the 
Missions Station, Katerere, zimbabwe on 
a short term missionary trip. It was very 
evident from the beginning of our trip that 
God was very much one of our number. 
Providing us with constant comfort as 
we all set out into doing something new 
in our walk with God. All through our 
mission we were blessed with unity as 
a group, protection on the roads and 
protection against sickness. 

Chloe McHaffie is currently in her final 
year of Midwifery at Queens University, 
Belfast. God gave Chloe a vision about 
three years ago involving a map of 
Africa, lots of pregnant women and Chloe 
holding a beautiful baby. She knew that 
one day God would use her in a different 
country to serve him through her work. 
During this trip Chloe was blessed 
with the opportunity of working in the 
maternity unit of Katerere Missions 
Station Hospital. Chloe delivered seven 
babies and we thank God for the safe 
arrival of each child. Chloe was also 
delighted to hear of the great news 
that the first wee baby she delivered 
was going to be called `Chloe`.
 
Lauren has recently started a Social 
work degree at Queens University, 
Belfast. God laid missionary work 
on Lauren`s heart at the young 
age of 5 and then again 
at the age of 8. She 
patiently waited until 
the age of 17 to 

ZImBaBwE
tEam to

ThE MAIN AIM Of ThE TRIP 
WAS TO ShOW GOD’S LOVE 
IN EVERYThING WE SAID, DID 
AND WERE ASKED TO DO.

Travis runs

we want to say a big well done 
and thanK you to travis todd 
from our dundonald church who took 
up the massive challenge of running 
the ultra marathon (40 miles) round 
the causeway coast on saturday 
24th september 2016 in aid of elim 
missions. to date travis has raised 
£250.  

 if you would still like to support 
travis, please make your cheque 
payable to “elim missions” and mark 
on the back of the cheque “travis 
todd” and send to, elim missions 
ireland, 1-3 old cross street, 
newtownards bt23 7nw.

travis is keen to continue with his 
fundraising through various marathons 
and sponsored events to help elim 
missions. if you would like to join 
travis, please  contact the missions 
office on 02891813845 for more 
information.  

well done travis. ■
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£1 IN ThE UK PRObAbLY WON’T 
GET YOU VERY fAR: A SMALL CUP 
Of TEA, A PACK Of DOUGhNUTS, 
MAYbE A bUNCh Of bANANAS? 
But around the world your £1 could 
be someone else’s lifeline. We want to 
encourage you to give just £1 a week, 
in fact less, just £4 a month to Elim 
Missions and see the huge impact that 
this small amount will have on others. 
With POUNDbyPOUND we want to 
not only help those who have so 
much less, but also give everyone the 
opportunity to make a difference!

For more information and
how to give, contact the 
Elim Missions Ireland office on:

e:

t: 

a:

w:

w:

info@elimmissionsireland.com

02891 813 845

Elim International Missions Ireland
1-3 Old Cross Street
Newtownards
BT23 7NW

elimmissionsireland.com

elimmissions.co.uk

JUst £4 a month 
FROM YOU WILL BE
A lifElinE TO
SOMEONE ELSE

missions missions

Earlier in the year the 
Sunday School of Antrim 
Elim felt led to take the 
opportunity to teach the 
children of our church about 
the important work and 
role of missions. Included in 
this very important aspect 
of the Church, was the idea 
of supporting missions 
work and workers by giving 
financially, just as God asks 
us to do in in His Word. 
However, rather than just 
teaching the children the 
theory of giving, they decided 
to put premise into practise, 
and Sunday School leader 
Claire Neill put an inventive 
plan into place.

The Sunday School would 
raise money for missions 
by doing a Sponsored 
Walk in the month of May. 
During a Sunday morning 
service, instead of having 
class together, the children, 
supervised by the teachers, 

would walk a set route 
around the local area in 
support of missions. The 
idea behind the Sponsored 
Walk was to encourage our 
children to take the very 
real and practical needs 
they were learning about 
in Sunday School and share 
these with family, friends, 
neighbours, whilst seeking 
to raise as much sponsorship 
as possible to go out into 
the mission field. To help 
“encourage” our young 
people, Claire came up 
with an extra incentive - if 
they raised over £300 in 
sponsorship, the children 
could gunge the church’s 
Elder Robert McMordie at the 
end of year Family Service! If 
they raised over £400, Pastor 
Nigel AND Robert would 
both be gunged!! However, if 
they raised over £500, Claire 
herself, along with Pastor 
Nigel and Robert would ALL 
be gunged!!!

Needless to say the children 
latched onto this idea with 
hearty enthusiasm (as did 
many of their families!), 
and when the time came to 
reveal the amount raised at 
the Family Service in June, 
the children had raised a 
whopping £1,419.50!! The 
result?? All three volunteers 
were gunged in front of a 
packed congregation at the end 
of the meeting, much to the joy 
of young and old alike! 

Most important of all, our 
young people got the chance 
to learn about and support 
missions, and we as a church 
are overwhelmed and 
overjoyed with all they have 
accomplished. Now we just 
need new volunteers for our 
next gunging - perhaps our 
Irish Missions Director? Maybe 
even our Irish Superintendent? 
Let’s wait and see.

www.antrimelimchurch.com. ■

antrim sUnDay sChool raisEs 

£1,419.50E r a
souThErn africa DroughT

our christmas give a gift appeal is available again this 
year specifically for mozambique, south africa, zambia 
and includes our special global christmas party through 
our “be loved” campaign, which supports vulnerable 
children. help us this christmas to make a difference in 
the lives of people across our world. 

WE arE asking for your conTinuED supporT for our souThErn africa DroughT appEal as WE EncouragE 
churchEs To givE To ThosE Who arE suffEring from a long DroughT causing a fooD anD WaTEr shorTagE 
across counTriEs likE malaWi, kEnya anD ZimbabWE. plEasE hElp supporT familiEs Who arE currEnTly 
sTruggling To finD a mEal anD for ThosE Who havE To TravEl for milEs To gaThEr WaTEr.

fill in the slip below and send to the 
irish missions office, 1-3 old cross street, 
newtownards bt23 7nw along with your cheque 
made payable to “elim missions” and write on the 
back “christmas gifts – goats” (food parcel /baby 
milk or global christmas party).

Address:

Postcode:

Tel: Email:

Name:

bUY A PAIR Of GOATS TO SUPPORT A LOCAL PASTOR IN MOzAMbIqUE £25

bUY A fOOD PARCEL WhICh WILL hELP A POOR fAMILY fOR TWO WEEKS IN SOUTh AfRICA £8

bUY ONE LARGE TIN Of bAbY MILK fOR AN ORPhANED bAbY fOR ONE MONTh £30

Please tick the appropriate project that you wish to support and we will send you your handcrafted card.

GLObAL ChRISTMAS PARTY “bE LOVED” CAMPAIGN
As an Elim family we want to help bring some light and laughter to children who are living in 
dark and sad situations this Christmas. So please join with us as we seek to raise £10,000 for 
a GLOBAL CHRISTMAS PARTY for the children that Elim are reaching out to around the world.

I would like to donate £ to the Global Christmas Party (please fill in amount)

Thank you for your supporT Please send your donation to: Elim Missions Ireland, 1-3 Old Cross Street, Newtownards bT23 7NW. 
Please makes cheques payable to ‘Elim Missions’ and clearly mark on back ‘ERA African Drought’

chrisTmas ‘givE a gifT’ projEcTs 2016



LET ThRE bE LIGhT
artist: hillsong

Let There be Light is the 25th live 
album of hillsong Worship. The album 
was recorded at the 2016 Hillsong 
Conference, and represents the coming 
together of the Hillsong church from 
around the world. These songs were 
intentionally written to translate 
across the Church globally. Yet again 
their team of writers have produced 
an album with original lyrics and 
fresh melodies, but most importantly 
one that points us to Jesus. “What 
a Beautiful Name” is going to be a 

mainstay in your church’s worship for 
years to come. “In Control” and “Your 
Word” point us to the faithfulness and 
sovereignty of God, “Grace to Grace” 
reminding us of His love. Title track 
“Let There Be Light” is an incredible 
anthem to sing over people and cities 
- calling out light in the darkness. 
Let There Be Light is another classic 
from Hillsong - a must have for your 
worship music collection. ■

//  Jonny Thompson 
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SO WhAT’S IN IT fOR ME? hAVE YOU 
EVER hEARD ThAT PhRASE SAID OR, 
PERhAPS, EVEN USED IT IN SITUATIONS 
YOURSELf? I recently heard a friend of 
mine say it when my husband had asked 
him to share his knowledge on a certain 
subject with our daughter. It got me 
thinking about Paul’s letter to the church at 
Philippi concerning unity, a scripture that’s 
been impressed upon me now for a time:

Philippians 2:1-4
Therefore if you have any encouragement 
from being united with Christ, if any 
comfort from his love, if any common 
sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and 
compassion, then make my joy complete 
by being like-minded, having the same 
love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit. Rather, in humility value others 
above yourselves, not looking to your own 
interests but each of you to the interests 
of the others.
 
It is a call to be interested in the lives of 
others. Paul urges us to consider how 
we as believers have experienced unity 
with the Lord himself and I wonder if you 
would think for a moment on what you 
have been forgiven.  The measure of our 
sins forgiven should reflect the level of 
humility we now have towards others. 

Sometimes I need reminding 
of that, what about you?  
We are instructed ‘to be 
interested in the lives of 
others’ (v4).  I believe we 
should not underestimate 
the impact and effect of 
showing a genuine interest in 
the lives of others. The number 
of times I have asked the question in 
work, ‘Can you tell me about someone 
who was or is a positive influence in your 
life?’ and the struggle that then is visible 
as they try very hard to find just one 
person, it is so very sad.

It makes me wonder if we could change 
that in our churches as was Paul’s heart, 
and in our homes and communities which 
is the heart of Christ. Maybe in church 
you could start with someone you don’t 
know or, pray and ask the Lord to show 
you someone to be interested in. You 
don’t need to start interviewing them or 
grinning from ear to ear, very unnerving, 
they may start to avoid church altogether! 

The goal is not to frighten them just 
simply make eye contact and smile and 
say “hello” What you are really saying 
to that person is “I see you, I know you 

exist and I’m interested in you”. 
If you are genuine that can be 

very powerful. Try it for a 
few Sundays and honestly 
you will bless others but 
you also will be blessed in 
return.

If you can set yourself that 
goal for one month or two 

what you are doing, in Paul’s 
opinion is creating unity which 

comes through humility. So ‘being 
like-minded, having the same love, being 
one in spirit and of one mind, behaving 
like the Lord himself. So step out of your 
comfort zone remember what you have 
been forgiven and offer the same grace 
and mercy to those around you.

Romans 12:10
Be devoted to one another in brotherly 
love. Outdo yourselves in honouring one 
another.

What’s in it for you? - Blessings untold. Go 
for it! ■

// Julie Joyce 
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Album Reviews

OVERfLOW

artist: planetshakers

AS fAMILY WE GO

artist: rend collective

I have really enjoyed writing this 
album review – the intention 
and focus I found in doing so 
has been refreshing.   I set out to 
find an album that would inspire 
and encourage and settled on 
Rend Collective’s 2015 album “As 
Family We Go”.  

There are many great things 
about this album.  I love the 
feel of this work with it’s varied 
tempos and rich lyrics. The 
racing, energetic song “Celebrate” 
contrasted with “One and Only” 
which starts at a gentler pace 
before rising as it draws you 
into worship.  Inspiring us to be 
present in the moment and focus 
on our Great Redeemer.  

Then there are the beautifully 
crafted lyrics and truth in “Every 
Giant will Fall”:

“Every giant will fall, the 
mountains will move
Every chain of the past, You’ve 
broken in two
Over fear, over lies, we’re singing 
the truth
That nothing is impossible with 
You”.

I would encourage you to be 
intentional today.  Set fifteen 
minutes aside over each of the 
next few days. Still yourself and 
have a listen to a song or two 
from this album. 

You will be encouraged and 
inspired to journey on... I was. ■

//Robert Stewart

Overflow is the latest album 
by Planetshakers church in 
Melbourne, Australia: the title 
track for the album being 
inspired by a prophesy over the 
church that God would ‘overflow’ 
throughout the movement. In true 
Planetshakers’ style, this album is 
packed with fun, energetic songs 
but contrary to their other recent 
albums, there are also a wide 
range of intimate worship songs 
that are full of biblical truths with 
simple, yet powerful choruses.

The song that stands out the most 
for me is ‘River’. This upbeat 
and energetic song is one that 
continually stirs up passion 

within me making me want to go 
out and spread God’s love and try 
and make a difference knowing 
that He is faithful.

I would highly recommend this 
album to anyone that is looking 
for some modern worship songs 
to sing in their church; some 
fantastic driving music for the 
car or even an album that will 
encourage you to worship our 
great God. One word of warning: 
Be careful, a lot of these songs 
will get ‘stuck in your head’ and 
you won’t be able to get them 
out!  ■

// Adam McKeag 

book Reviews

GOOD GOOD fAThER 

chris tomlin and pat barrett

With the inspiration of the 
popular worship song “Good Good 
father” this book was written to 
convey to children from a young 
age the father heart of God and 
that he is not distant but has an 
ever open door for hIS children.  

The story is beautifully illustrated 
and conveys how a little bear 
Tucker wanted to help his friends 
in need.  He sought to find the 
perfect gift to take to the King, so 
the King would help them.  

Through his journey he discovers 
some of the lovely qualities of 
the King.  When he gets to the 
castle the door is wide open and  
the King comes joyfully running.  
Bearing all the gifts Tucker is 
eager to find out what the perfect 
gift was.  Some of the final lines 

portray how God sees us his 
children:

“You are the perfect Gift!”, the King 
told the little bear. “You came to 
me when you needed help.  You 
trusted me.  You bring me great 
Joy. and I love you with all my 
heart, the same way I love all my 
Children”

My seven year ear old Ollie, as 
soon as we finished reading the 
book said, “is that like the Bible, is 
the Lion Jesus and the animals are 
us?”  For this reason I think that 
this book would make the perfect 
Christmas Present for little ones 
in your life, as it instils in young 
Hearts the nature of our “Good 
Good Father”. ■

// Rachel Thompson

fAITh IN ThE fOG 

Jeff lucas

faith in the fog is a delightfully 
refreshing book about struggling 
with faith, doubt and even 
depression.  Jeff combines, with 
real finesse, a study of Peter and 
the disciples meeting Jesus after the 
resurrection in John 21 at the Sea 
of Galilee, with an autobiographical 
account of his early Christian days 
and the confusion that sometimes 
surrounded it in church life.

I found this book challenging and 
encouraging in equal measure - the 
honesty with which Jeff writes and 
the questions that he asks are a 

great reminder that in our moments 
of fog, when our faith is lacking, 
that we are not alone.  

With a strong central focus on 
Jesus and how he deals with 
Peter after his betrayal, this book 
tackles many issues which are 
difficult to talk about, even with 
other Christians or in church, such 
as disillusionment, hopelessness 
and burnout.  If you are feeling 
weary and dry, this book is truly 
refreshing and real. ■

//Laura McFarland
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foUr day CoUrSE to rElEaSE 
SPIrItUal aNd EmotIoNal StrENGth

This course is for anyone who wishes to move from strength to strength and also for those who, from a position of strength 
and healing, wish to help others. The course is also an introduction for the Diploma in Counselling for those wishing to 
become professional counsellors.  The teaching embraces Theology and Psychology, Christian principles of tridimensional 
healing and is designed to increase self awareness, other awareness and awareness of our potential in God.

Cost: Deposit of £20 to secure a place further payment of £200 
per weekend payable on arrival. Early bird - book and pay for the first 
weekend (£200 before 10th January and pay no deposit) of £20

frIday 24th & SatUrday 25th marCh 2017
frIday 28th & SatUrday 29th aPrIl 2017
vENUE: CUllodEN hotEl, BaNGor road, BElfaSt

for information on how to book visit www.vitalconnexions.org

with Andrea Wigglesworth 
& Vicky McEvoy from 
Vital Connexions

ChrIStIaN CoUNSEllING 
traINING CoUrSES
‘Strength to Strength’
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