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Don’t 
Be sHY
Bursting to share something but 
never plucked up the courage? 
love to journal, write or create 
but never given exposure to the 
ramblings in the secret place? 

Great!  
You’re exactly who we want 
to hear from from. 

elim life Magazine
@elim_life

ConneCt 
toDaY 

with Your 
eliM liFe

It could be a move of God in your church or a personal 
encounter with Jesus. Perhaps it’s a blog or poem 
you’ve read. It could even be a photo you have taken 
or a post you shared online. If it impacted you, it can 
impact others and we want to know. 

elimlifemag@gmail.com
elimlifemag 

Help us give voice to 
wHat god is doing in 

and tHrougH our 
generations today

eLIM LIFe MaGazIne . ConneCt . ContriBute . CoMMuniCate

The Reformation: 
Part 2, celebrating the 
500th anniversary of 
the greatest revival of 
the Church. 

16 

A new year brings a whole new 365 days for us to have fun in.   
A whole year ahead to learn more about God! The Bible tells is 
full of promises - we could actually learn a new one every day 
but one that would be great for you to remember this year.

“His mercies are new every 
morning & His faithfulness is great” 

Lamentations 3:22-23

That means that every day, 
despite our mistakes, our 
failures, or the things we say 
and do wrong we get to still 
be friends with Jesus. 

We DO NOT ever need 
to carry guilt or shame, 
but walk in FREEDOM 
knowing that God loves 
us at all times. 

Whether you are a small 
kid or a big kid, still 
tiny or a little older God 
wants to remind you 

that you are FOREVER 
loved by Him.  You cannot 

outgrow His love.

As the

come and go, remember 
God is with you.  He is 
cheering you on and when 
He helps you win - celebrate 
and give him thanks.  
We have a party popper 
craft for you to use. 

days

You make me Brave 

What do they call 
Pastors in Germany?
German Shepherds

Who was the greatest 
comedian in the Bible? 
Samson - he brought the 
house down!

LOL 
COrner

1. Cut bottom of the paper cup, carefully ( you may need an adult to help) 
2. Then make your party popper popper – get tip off a balloon. TOP TIP: 

Cut ACROSS the “fold” of the balloon”. This fold is actually a “weak 
point in the balloon”. If you cut it so the fold is on “either side”, it is 
likely that the balloon will tear along here, as you stretch it over the cup.

3. Knot and stretch over the bottom of your cup. (some like to stretch it 
over the TOP of the cup, as the rim on the cup gives you extra hold. You 
can tape it in place or add an elastic to secure, but we found it was fine, 
just the way it was) 

4. Fill with pom poms and have FUN!!!!

Tell the World

Mini

1.  A paper cup
2. A balloon
3. Scissors
4. Tape or elastic to secure
5. Something to pop  

(pom poms or confetti) 

PaPer CuP 

Party PoPPer

InstruCtIOns:need:

Editorial Board  Sara Allen, Nigel Elliott
Darren McWilliams, Laura McFarland, 
Hannah Arnold, Michelle Treacy. 
Email: elimlifemag@gmail.com

Elim Life is the magazine of 
The Elim Pentecostal Church in Ireland. 
The views expressed in articles and reports 
are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the editorial 
board or the Elim Pentecostal Movement.

Design & Production
Pepper Collective
028 9581 2233
hello@peppercollective.com
www.peppercollective.com
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A note from the editor

2018
how did that happen?  
anyone else feel like time is 
flying by?  maybe it is a sure 
sign i am getting old! New 

year brings with it a whole host of thoughts, 
resolutions, maybe even some dreams and 
plans for the year ahead. A time of reflection 
and planning, learning from the past and 
pressing on towards the new.  Which can be a 
lot easier said than done.  Sometimes it can be 
difficult to look back, we can try to avoiding it, 
not wanting to remember unfulfilled dreams, 
failures or painful circumstances but I wonder 
in not looking back and learning from those 
experiences do we ever really get to where God 
wants us to be. Do we get caught and become 
like the wandering Israelites? Not learning from 
experiences but trapped in a repeat cycle of 
grumbling and complaining about them. Are we 
stuck rather than advancing and taking the land 
God has already promised?  

As time goes past at an alarming rate it should 
be like a warning bell for us, that time is short 
and we can use it or lose it.  We can grumble 
in the wilderness or we can learn from our 
experiences, and those of the generations gone 
before us. We get to choose how we invest our 
time, energy, effort and finance. Very often we 
(maybe just me!) want to blame God for things 
going wrong, but a lot of the time it is because 
of the choices we have made.

I firmly believe that God wants only the best 
for each of us. His word clearly tells us that His 
mercies are new every morning and His plans 
for us are for good and not for evil. But do we 
live like we believe this as truth? Are we willing 
to follow where God leads? Follow into the 

unknown territory, listen to the advice of those 
who have walked a similar path before, to say 
sorry even when we may feel we have been 
wronged, to stand up when everyone else sits 
down, to worship when we want to weep, to 
befriend the lonely, feed the hungry, clothe the 
needy, and reach out to the marginalised and 
forgotten in society. 

2018 is ours for the taking. The alarm bells 
are ringing all over the world at a phenomenal 
rate, which will you respond to?  As the Church 
we have a massive opportunity to impact our 
families, our communities, our cities and our 
land, and we have everything we need already at 
our disposal. We can make excuses or choices. 
Our Father owns the cattle on a thousand hills, 
our God is for us and not against us. Could we, 
older and younger, newly saved and experienced 
legends of faith, those who can mumble prayers 
and those who can pray for hours at a time, 
those who diligently study and digest God’s word 
and those who manage one verse a day, all of us, 
together make this year count? Imagine just for a 
moment what we could do for the Kingdom ...

I pray as you read the pages following you 
will be encouraged, inspired and reminded 
of the amazing God that we serve. And that 
as the year ahead unfolds you will know His 
love, encounter His Spirit and experience 
breakthrough in the most powerful of ways. 

1 John 4:4

Much love,

i
n December leaders from 
across our movement 
gathered to listen and 
discuss our movement, 

our history and the vision 
for the future. General 
superintendent Chris 
Cartwright reminded us about 
the rich heritage of Elim, he 
spoke of the DNA of the 
movement and encouraged 
each of us to ensure we do 
what we can to keep it fresh.  

In groups we discussed 
key points including our 
churches, nations, leaders 
and discipleship. In groups 
we discussed thoughts and 
ideas about what each were, 
and what they could be like 
in the future. There was 
great feedback from each 
of the groups and we were 
encouraged to submit our 
thoughts and ideas to the NLT 
so that they could combine the 
ideas with those that had been 
gathered from similar days 
hosted in England, Scotland 
and Wales. 

Chris ended the day 
telling stories of amazing 
breakthrough experienced 
in recent years within our 
movement, he stirred our 
hope, restored faith and 
challenged us to ask ourselves 
and our churches some 
difficult questions in the 

season ahead. To grow and to 
cultivate a culture of honour 
and humility. To be leaders 
of integrity with a kingdom 
mentality and mindset. 

Chris’ final words encouraged 
every one of us to align our 

eliM Vision DaY
hearts and minds with the 
Holy Spirit and ensure that 
we do not miss what He has 
for this generation. It was a 
great day to connect with 
other leaders, to discuss key 
points and challenges that 
we each face in our churches 
and within our culture and to 
imagine together what the 
future could be.  

What will the future hold for 
our movement?  We each 
have a part to play, a voice to 
use, eyes to see and ears to 
hear - listen closely to what 
the Spirit is saying and doing 
and get active in building His 
church. el
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he best community 
events become part of 
a community’s calendar, 
and this is what is 

happening with Dundonald 
elim’s Culture night. 

The sense of excitement 
and anticipation in the lead 
up to this special event was 
tangible.  For the second 
year in a row it was packed 
out, with nearly six hundred 
people enjoying a superb 
evening.  Every hall in the 
church was filled with stalls to 
convey cultural aspects from 
different countries around 
the world.  This of course 
meant there was lots of food: 
everything from Moroccan 
stew to Indian curry, American 
waffles to African Meatballs 
and there was plenty to 
go around!  The kids and 
young people enjoyed the 
rodeo bull, gladiator games, 
African drums, face painting, 
computer games, InsideOut 
Bus, insect show and much 

Congratulations to Laura and Scott who 
were married on the 30th of october 

2017. Laura is the daughter of Pastor 
Stephen and Diane Mitchell of Banbridge 
Elim. Every blessing to the happy couple. 

Love from your family and friends 
at  Banbridge Elim. el

sCott & laura 
tie the knot

CuLture nIGHt
DunDonalD

more, whilst adults seemed 
more than happy to sample 
food, drink good coffee and 
enjoy the craic!  All in all the 
night was a great success with 
a tremendous atmosphere.  

One of the benefits from 
putting on events like this 
is how they can bring a 
church together.  Many 
congratulations to Pastor 
Davy, his creative team and 
indeed the whole fellowship 
for an amazing team effort!  
Over the past while church 
numbers at Dundonald Elim 
have been steadily increasing 
on Sundays, and it was 

fantastic that many of these 
new families got involved.

The end hope of these events is 
that people will come to know 
Jesus.  It was so encouraging 
for the church to see many 
people sign up for information 
about future community 
initiatives.  However, it has 
also been great that parents 
have registered their kids for 
church organisations, with 
some adults now attending 
Sunday services.  God is good!  
Please keep the church in your 
prayers as they seek to build 
on this community event.  Roll 
on next year. el

Marion Wilson retired as 
nurse manager from 

hockey nursing home in 
november after holding the 
job roles of staff nurse and 
nursing sister since starting 
her employment with the 
home in 1990. Many previous 
staff members, their families, 
families of previous and 
current patients turned up to 
the afternoon tea event held 
to congratulate Marion on her 
retirement and thank her for 
her many years of dedication 
and service.

Many people spoke of their 
thanks and gratitude for 
her loyalty, dedication and 
commitment, mentioning 

hoCkleY 
nursing 
hoMe

that Marion always treated 
everyone as she herself would 
want to be treated. Marion 
was someone who loved the 
patients and their families and 
her job was never classed as 
work, she was passionate and 
committed at all times, with 
few people knowing the many 
hours she worked over and 
above the norm. 

Many people showed up to 
show appreciation to Marion 
as everyone confided in her, 
with many remarking that they 

referred to her as “mummy” 
as she gave the best advice. 
She was a great mentor and 
leader, someone who was 
highly respected and well 
thought of by everyone who 
knew and worked with her 
throughout her many years of 
service. Marion will be greatly 
missed by the staff and friends 
of Hockley but they wish her 
nothing but the best for the 
years ahead. Enjoy retirement 
Marion. el

elaine hill 
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ewsflash: ‘ The UK is losing its status as 
a Christian country.’ We no longer live in 
a ‘post-modern’ world.  Today is a ‘post-
truth’ world where the worldview is: 
“there is no absolute truth.” What is truth 
to you is relative only to you and society 

has got to applaud and affirm that.  As a 
result, what grabs the headlines today are the 
issues around transgender, same-sex marriage 
and abortion on demand.  You can choose to be 
male, despite having been born female and vice 
versa. There are no absolutes.  Same for marriage 
and horrendously, sex selective abortions and 
terminations permitted right up to full term are 
discussed as “rights” by Cathy Warwick, the Chief 
Executive of the Royal College of Midwives.  It 
seems once firmly held Biblical truths in our 
country are being thrown out of the window. 

The Christian today is under increasing pressure 
on how to respond, especially as our liberal, 
tolerant society is anything but liberal or tolerant 
toward those who disagree with it.  Why is the 
Christian’s response important?  I believe there 
are many reasons, but let’s look at two.  Firstly as 
a Christian how should you respond should this 
happen in your family or to your friend?  It’s easy 
to have a strong opinion but it’s a different matter 
when it comes closer to home.  A Christian must 
have compassion without compromising God’s 
Word or standard, by being faithful to Christ 
who loved you and went to Calvary’s cross for 
you, and by loving and caring for that friend or 
family member with the love of Christ.  The world 
changes its opinion on what is right but Ps.119:89 
states “forever God’s Word is settled in heaven”. 
You may have to walk through the dark valley of 
struggle but remember 2 Cor.9:8  “and God is able 
to make all grace abound to you.” God is able to 
bring you and them through that valley and in the 
midst of the valley, He supplies not some grace but 
ALL the grace that you need.  God told Samuel in 
1 Sam.2:30 “them that honour me i will honour”. 
As you honour Him and love with compassion yet 
without compromise, God can and will provide the 
breakthrough for that friend or loved one.

saM McClurg 
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Darren McwilliaMs This is important secondly because we need to accept that 
the world has changed.  I remember being sent to Ardeen 
Sunday School in Rathcoole as a child and singing “Why don’t 
you give your life to Jesus?” to the tune of ‘Match of the Day’ 
(I still hum the words to the theme tune when it comes on 
the television!). Children then were sent to Sunday School 
even if parents were not saved and likewise people went to 
church because it was also the “done thing” to do.  In only 
a matter of decades this has changed, as it is harder to get 
people to come to church, sometimes even God’s people! 
According to a recent faith survey:  “UK Church membership 
has declined from 10.6 million in 1930 to 5.5 Million in 2010, or 
as a percentage of the population; from about 30% to 11.2%.By 
2013, this had declined further to 5.4 million (10.3%). If current 
trends continue, membership will fall to 8.4% of the population 
by 2025.”  They note that the Pentecostal movement is 
seeing an increasing membership but as an overall picture the 
church is losing significance in the UK.  Also, the world today 
is increasingly hostile to the gospel and its standards. 

On the surface this seems a bleak picture but stop! Reflect 
for a moment!  Jesus came into a world that was totally 
against Him, which resulted in men crucifying Him.  The 
church which followed faced equal opposition from all 
quarters yet remarkably Acts 17:6 records they turned the 
world upside down. “The world was against them, but they 
turned the world upside down!” How?  By preaching about 
Jesus and the clear, unadulterated gospel.  The gospel is still 
the only power of God unto salvation.  The same could be 
said of Daniel who lived through various pagan world empires 
and yet impacted his world by standing strong for God and 
His Word. 

2017 saw the celebration of the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation.  Martin Luther was told, “the world is against 
you,” to which he replied, “Then I’m against the world!”  The 
world was against Martin Luther, yet the world was turned 
upside down by the gospel he preached. Fast-forward 
500 years to today.  The world we live in is increasingly 
against Christ, the Bible and all of its standards.  Yet we can 
experience what the early church, Daniel and Martin Luther 
knew. The world is against us but we too can turn the world 
upside down. How? By preaching the same glorious message 
of the gospel, “by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ 
alone,” speaking the truth in love and having compassion 
without compromise. This same truth the hymn writer put so 
well “Tis old yet ever New!”  el

the worlD is 

against us But 

we too Can turn the 

worlD upsiDe Down. 

how? BY preaChing the 

saMe glorious Message 

oF the gospel, “BY graCe 

alone, through Faith 

alone, in Christ alone,” 

speaking the truth 

in loVe anD haVing 

CoMpassion without 

CoMproMise.

how Do You solVe a

puzzle like

the praYer Meeting?
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wonder what is conjured up in your 
mind when you think of a prayer 
meeting.  is it too long, too boring 
or those awkward silences. i have 
a burden on my heart and have 
done for some time now in this area 
that as a Church, as a whole we 
are underperforming in this area of 
corporate prayer.

My great fear across the church is 
that we have become gimmicky in our 
approach to prayer meetings therefore 
we have diluted the presence of God 
in our meetings and if we have diluted 
the presence of God we have diluted 
the power of God to breakthrough and 
change us.  

That famous hymn sums it up...

What a friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit,
Oh, what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer!

I believe there is something unique 
takes place when God’s people come 
together with the same mind and heart.  
It is in this atmosphere of prayer that 
God begins to inhabit his people in a 
tangible way, His manifest presence. 
We can talk about the omnipresence of 
God but it is his manifest presence we 
need and desire.

While our individual prayers are 
powerful, that power increases when 
we pray corporately. Together “synergy” 

is produced. Synergy means that when 
a group of individuals come together 
to pray corporately, it increases the 
prayers’ power and effectiveness.

One of the greatest benefits of 
corporate prayer is that we hear the 
Holy Spirit uniquely reflected through 
each person in the group. It is the Holy 
Spirit’s diversity that makes corporate 
prayer so unique and so powerful.

When we neglect to attend or build 
times of corporate prayer into the life 
of the Church we neglect to appreciate 
or fully see ourselves as a community of 
believers who agree together.   

Jonathan Edwards urged the churches 
of eighteenth-century New England to 
see prayer as a kind of concert, now 
not a rock concert, when we hear that 
word it has other connotations. Jesus 
said in Matthew 18:19 “Again, I tell you, 
that if two of you agree about anything 
you ask for, it will be done for you by 
my Father in heaven.” The word for 
“agree” is the Greek sumphoneo, from 
which we get our word “symphony.” 
Edwards proposed that churches pray 
in concerted agreement for two things: 
1) the revival of religion in the church, 
and 2) the spread of God’s kingdom in 
the world.

How does this all play out.

What should be expected of the 
Pastor or leader of prayer meeting
If a church is going to become a praying 
church, the pastor must take the lead. 
This is not something I believe can be 
handed over to someone else in the 

church.  As the pastor I have 
a great opportunity of setting 
the tone or direction of the 
prayer meeting and facilitating 
a time when people can 
encounter God’s presence.  To 
do that I need:

 » A personal relationship 
with Jesus

 » Be yielded to the Holy 
Spirit’s leading 

 » No known sin

What should be expected 
of the Congregation
Come expecting.  Come 
positive, believing and 
expecting God to move in 
our church be open to the 
prompting of his spirit in your 
heart. 

Come to participate.  Don’t 
sit back and let someone else 
take up the slack, be an active 
participant in prayer.  That 
doesn’t always mean you pray 
aloud before everyone, but 
when someone is praying 
you’re giving your ‘Amen’ to 
their prayer.  You’re coming 
in behind them as they lead 
you before the throne and call 
down in agreement with each 
God’s favour into the Church.  

No long prayers.  This is 
a killer right here.  You do 
nobody any favours praying 
for a long time.  Honour your 
brothers and sisters around by 
allowing them the opportunity 

to get in on the prayer 
meeting too. Be to the point, 
it’s not your many words that 
make the difference it’s His 
one word that can.

Listen to other people pray.  
This is how a I learned to pray 
too.  The disciples listened to 
Jesus praying and they said 
Lord, teach us to pray.  The 
Lord then gave this great 
example of prayer.  Listen to 
those people’s prayers who 
change the atmosphere, hear 
their heart, be open in those 
times to learn and be led by 
the Spirit.

C. S. Lewis wrote in The 
Weight of Glory: “We are far 
too easily pleased.” That, in 
the end, is the reason we do 
not pray more than we do.  

Can I encourage you, go 
to your prayer meeting in 
Church.  Maybe because 
of work commitments you 
might be late or can stay a 
short while but go along, join 
in prayer and seek God to 
move in your local Church and 
across Elim in Ireland. el

i there is something 
unique takes place 
when god’s people 
come together with 
the same mind and 
heart. it is in this 
atmosphere of prayer 
that god begins to 
inhabit his people in 
a tangible way, his 
manifest presence.
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i 
will pour out my Spirit on all flesh. 
Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy and your young men will 
see visions and your old men shall 

dream dreams. 

Old and young together, this 
promise wAs for all people without 
regard to race, sex, social status 
or national origin. This promise IS 
for all people regardless of race, 
sex, social status or national origin. 
The promise remains the same.  
This  could be one of the greatest 
statements in the Bible. This is how 

That’s the whole point of the text. 
Don’t make the mistake of thinking 
that the Holy Spirit’s power is only for 
religious professionals. The promise 
is for you. It’s not just for graduates 
of Moody or Bible College scholars. 
You don’t have to go to Bible College 
or have a Masters in Theology to 
experience the Holy Spirit’s power. 
And you don’t have to pass an exam 
in Greek or Hebrew. We need to 
grasp and understand that the church 
belongs to the people, not to the 
leaders, and that the true work of the 
ministry belongs to everyone of us. 

The Holy Spirit does not discriminate.

We are the ones who discriminate. We 
have our little groups and we tend to 
stay in those groups. We hang out with 
people who are like us in some way 
or another. We tend to associate with 
those who think like us, act like us, dress 
like us, talk like us, walk like us, speak like 
us and look like us. God’s isn’t like that. 
He’s no respecter of persons. Our God 
does not play favourites. 

As a young person we naturally have 
dreams of what the future might hold, 
dreams of everything seeming possible 
and lots of grandiose ideas. It is both 
natural and normal for young people to 
feel restless. It would bother me if they 
didn’t. The fact that young people get 
turned off by the church can by a good 
sign that the Holy Spirit is at work. It’s a 
good thing when they come to church, 
look around, and then say, “We could do 
better than this.” That’s part of the vision 
that God gives to every new generation. 

But that’s not the whole story. God also 
says that old men will dream dreams. 
They dream because their work on 
earth is almost done, and because they 

sara allen

God ignites kingdom life in his 
people. He pours out his spirit on 
them and they are never the same 
again. when God promises to 
“pour out” the spirit, this is more 
than a trickle. It means that God 
plans to release the floodgates 
of heaven into the human heart. 
No man can do this on his own.  
This is not the result of church 
membership or the organised 
aspects of local church life. This is 
God doing what only God can do. 
And when that does happen, we 
will never be the same again.

aren’t afraid to die, they are now free to 
dream big dreams of what God might do 
after they are gone. As men and women 
pass into older age, 70’s, 80’s and 
90’s, they are increasingly freed of the 
earthly burdens they carried for so many 
decades. That freedom often gives birth 
to big dreams from the Lord. It’s good to 
be around old men who dream dreams 
because they keep the rest of us from 
settling into the rut of mediocrity.

It is in the middle stages of a generation 
that we can become lost. Caught 
up in a list of issues, obligations and 
responsibilities. Bills to pay, meetings 
to attend, to-do lists to check. With 
God and the dreams of our younger 
years often getting left behind.  The 
young have visions because they don’t 
know any better. The old dream dreams 
because their work is mostly done. We 
need the energy of the young and the 
faith of the old if the church is to be all 
God wants it to be in the 21st-century. 

These “dreams” and “visions” are not given 
by God simply for our personal enjoyment 
or in order to make us feel closer to God. 
In the Bible, God gave dreams and visions 
at crucial moments in history in order 
to advance his cause on the earth. The 
dreams and visions we need today are not 
about how to make more money, but 
how we can shake the world with the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. 

Imagine what could happen if together 
we embraced all that God is saying and 
doing in and through the generations 
in our church?  Not ‘them and us’, not 
‘the young people do that’, or ‘the older 
people enjoy that’ but together we 
listened intently to the whispers from 
heaven and responded in obedience to 
the call of God. What a church, what a 
world we could be! el

god gave 
dreams 
and visions 
at crucial 
moments 
in history 
in order to 
advance his 
cause on 
the earth. 
the dreams 
and visions 
we need 
today are 
not about 
how to 
make more 
money, but 
how we can 
shake the 
world with 
the good 
news of 
Jesus christ.



Most people lived and died 
without ever hearing the true 
gospel of Jesus Christ.  Corrupt 
religion reigned supreMe, and 
superstition and falsehood 
flourished.
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2
017 saw the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation, which has rightly been 
described as the greatest revival in the 
history of the Church. Sadly, in spite of 
all that was accomplished five centuries 

ago, the word Reformation will bring only a look 
of puzzled incomprehension to the faces of 
many people today.  Ask them, however, what 
October 31st is all about, and their faces will 
light up with a smile: “Of course, Hallowe’en 
- a time of fun for the kids.” The fact that on 
October 31st 1517 Martin Luther nailed a 
document – his Ninety-Five Theses - to a door 
in Wittenberg, and so began the work of reform, 
means nothing to them. This is not only sad, it 
is dangerous.  While we ignore the great event, 
forces are at work to discredit the Reformation, 
and to rob us of the blessings and benefits it has 
brought to our land. Stephen Hillard has kindly 
put together the following article for us that we 
will look at over the next two editions to ensure 
that we don’t allow this momentous occasion to 
pass us by.

the Dark Ages
The centuries prior to the Reformation are 
called the Dark Ages.  This is a very appropriate 
name, for throughout that time a great spiritual 

darkness hung over Europe.  Most people 
lived and died without ever hearing the true 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Corrupt religion reigned 
supreme, and superstition and falsehood 
flourished. It was an age of relics, purgatory, 
penances, indulgences, holy statues, secret 
confessions, and all the other errors by which 
the Church of Rome has kept a grip on the 
minds and hearts of men and women. 

Many of you will have heard of the Dominican 
friar, Johann Tetzel, who crossed and re-crossed 
Germany selling indulgences (pardons for sin) 
on the authority of the Pope, to finance, among 
other things, the re-building of St. Peter’s in 
Rome. 

As he and his retinue of followers entered a 
town, people knew they could buy forgiveness 
for sin - for themselves and for their friends, 
including those who had already died and, so 
they believed, were in torment in purgatory. 
Amazingly, they could even buy pardons in 
advance for sins they had not yet committed!

A large chest, with a hole in the top was set up, 
and, as the money was cast into it, letters of 
pardon (indulgences) were handed out. God’s 

the reForMation
part 2

stephen hilliarD
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grace was turned into a commodity to be 
bought and sold. The psychological pressure to 
buy was enormous.  Who would not jump at 
the chance to free a departed loved one from 
supposed torture in purgatory? Tetzel’s little 
‘advertising jingle’, used to promote his wares, 
has become famous ..... 

“As soon as the coin in the coffer rings,
The soul from purgatory springs.”

Tetzel claimed these indulgences would make a 
sinner “cleaner than Adam before the Fall” and 
blasphemously boasted that through them he 
had as much power of forgiveness as the cross 
of Christ.  

The ninety-five Theses
When Tetzel reached the town of Wittenberg, 
the public clamour for indulgences concerned 
Luther, who was, by this time, professor of 
philosophy at the local university.  On October 
31st 1517, he nailed a document to the 
door of the Castle Church. It was written in 

By condemning indulgences and making 
salvation dependent on personal faith, Luther 
was undermining the entire theological structure 
of the Church of Rome.  The Pope summoned 
him to the Vatican in July 1518 but to have 
gone would have meant death, and he refused. 
In 1519, he caused a further sensation by 
declaring that the Scriptures taught nothing of 
papal supremacy.

In July 1520, Pope Leo X issued a bull (decree) 
entitled Exsurge Domine (Arise, O Lord), 
excommunicating Luther and ordering his works 
to be burned. It described him as a ‘wild boar’ 
and began, “Arise, O Lord, and judge Thy cause. 
A wild boar has invaded Thy vineyard.” Luther’s 
response was simple; he publicly burned a copy 
of the bull.

Luther was summoned to a Diet (conference 
or assembly) at Worms on 17th April 1521. 
When he appeared, he was shown a table laden 
with copies of his writings and asked to deny 
the opinions expressed in them. His response 
has become famous: “Unless I am convinced 
by proofs from Scriptures or by plain and clear 
reasons and arguments, I cannot and will not 
retract, for it is neither safe nor wise to do 
anything against conscience. Here I stand. I can 
do no other. God help me. Amen.”

the coming of the light
Thanks to Martin Luther, a little candle was 
lit in Wittenberg, and the illumination spread 
like wildfire across Europe and beyond.  In his 
Gospel, John says of the birth of Christ, “The 
light shines in the darkness but the darkness has 
not overcome it.” (John 1.5) The Reformation 
could also be described in such a way - the 
glorious light of truth dispelling the darkness 
of superstition and error. For all his power, 
the Pope could not extinguish that light. Men 
and women, tired of lies, deceit and hypocrisy, 
embraced the Gospel (the Good News) with 
enthusiasm in their tens of thousands and 
society was transformed.  

the Price Paid   
A heavy price was paid by many. In the second 
century, Tertullian, one of the early Church 
fathers, said, “The blood of the martyrs is 
the seed of the Church.”  What was true in 
Tertullian’s day was true in the Reformation 
period and after. Thousands died, thousands 
more lost their homes and their livelihoods, but 
the Gospel spread. Men and women, young and 
old - even children - laid down their lives so that 
we might enjoy the privilege of worshipping God 
in freedom and truth today. Let us thank God for 
them and the inheritance they have left us.

Luther’s role in the Reformation is outstanding 
but others played a significant part, too. Readers 
will recognise the names of John Calvin, Ulrich 
Zwingli, William Farel, John Knox, John Hus, 
Girolamo Savonarola and William Tyndale. 
These, along with thousands more unsung 
heroes of the Faith, brought truth to light and 
helped to quench the darkness. 

the need today
God raised up men and women to stand for Him 
in the past. But what of today? We live in an age 
of secularism, nominalism, moral corruption and 
ecumenism when the fundamental truths and 
moral standards of the Gospel are rejected, even 
by many who claim to be Christians. We need to 
confront the challenges of today with the same 
spirit as the Reformers of old.

What kind of people does the Church need 
today? It needs those who who are soundly 
saved, and know it; those who have a real love 
for God burning in their hearts; those who are 
ready to take their stand for Christ, no matter 
the opposition; and those who are willing to 
serve and not count the cost. el

Latin and was not intended 
for the general public but 
as an invitation to his fellow 
academics to meet for scholarly 
debate about the sale of 
pardons. Ninety-five points 
were listed for consideration 
and Luther offered to dispute 
them all with all-comers.

Word spread quickly and 
people called for the translation 
of Luther’s document into 
German. A student obliged and 
the Ninety-Five Theses were 
then printed and circulated 
throughout Germany and, under 
God, became the flash point 
that ignited the Reformation.

Luther emphasised four great 
truths …

 » Sola Christus 
Christ alone is the head of 
the Church.

 » Sola Scriptura  
Scripture alone is our 
authority.

 » Sola Gratia  
Grace alone is our means of 
salvation.

 » Sola Fide 
Faith alone in the key to 
justification.

eliM liFe

we need to confront 
the challenges of 
today with the 
same spirit as the 
reformers of old.
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INvISIBLE TrAFFICk IS NOW 
APPrOACHINg ITS SIxTH YEAr 

woRkIng aS a LocaL chaRITy.  
Throughout the years we have 

seen how god has been directing 
our path and blessing the work we 
do, he has brought people into our 
world, commissioned to help us by 
using their skills and knowledge, 

this is always just at the right time. 
Isn’t it funny how god’s timing is 

always perfect.

I just love the way that God not only has perfect timing 
but he never ceases to amaze us, only he can take us to 
so many places that we could only dream of, to touch 
the hearts and lives of people as we continue to raise the 
awareness of human trafficking which is also known as 
modern day slavery.  

Let’s not forget.. what ever breaks God’s heart should 
break ours as well.  As we live in a world that is full of 
brokenness, abuse and exploitation, we are his people 
and are called to do ‘his service’…

In the Book of Esther 4:14…
God’s call to service is put so beautifully..
‘For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for 
the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your 
father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have 
come to your royal position for such a time as this?’

how you can help?
Invisible Traffick (I.T.) is growing from strength to strength, 
currently we have three departments, I.T. – NI, being our 
head office, I.T-IRL in County Sligo West Ireland and also 
I.T.- GB in West Yorkshire. We are also looking at the 
possibility of a connect group in County Waterford.

As 2018 has just begun, we would like to offer you a 
new challenge for the New Year.  All of our opportunities 
are open to both male and female of all capabilities, the 
age group starts from 16 years to 60+. Full training and 
mentoring will be provided for those who have completed 
the application and informal interview process.

This is the most important 
part of our ministry. We meet 

every month receiving our 
prayer requests from all the 

departments of Invisible Traffick. 

We are looking for volunteers 
to join our dedicated team to 

offer a listening ear to those in 
our society who are potential 

victims of trafficking, to identify 
what help is available and to 

empower them to make healthy 
choices for their future.  

We have got various forms of 
social media (Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram), and a website that 

needs regularly updated. 
We believe that if we can keep all 
our IT platforms updated as much 

as possible, that we can raise 
more awareness, and therefore 

reach and help free more 
victims of human trafficking.  

praYer teaM

Call Centre help line

soCial MeDia teaM

we proViDe awareness, eDuCation 
anD aCtiVe support to proMote a 

Clearer unDerstanDing oF the signs 
anD Dangers oF huMan traFFiCking. 

We Cannot Do tHIs aLone.

gaYle Bunting
Invisible Traffick nI
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speak up For those 
who Cannot speak 

For theMselVes
proVerBs 31, Verse 8

inVisiBle traFFiCk irelanD
We are delighted to announce Invisible Traffick IRL, 
which is our first Southern Irish base opened in County 
Sligo over two years ago. We have had meetings over 
the summer months and are now looking at starting a 
connect group in Galway. We have lots of opportunities 
for you to get involved as we continue to build our 
volunteer base in the south so please do get in touch. 
For more information, contact mary@invisibletraffick.org

Want to find out more? If you are interested in getting 
involved in any of the areas above, please contact 
nikki@invisibletraffick.org or call the office on 
028 91819781 for further information.

teAM inForMAtion 
AnD recruitMent Morning
10th february 2018, 10am – 12.30pm
The Shed, Ulster Temple, Ravenhill Road, Belfast.
As numbers are limited if attending you 
must rSvP: nikki@invisibletraffick.org 

The Visi’s World education 
pack is a fantastic tool for Key 

Stage 1+ 2 teachers to use 
in the classroom to educate 
children on this topic, using 
a child friendly and sensitive 
approach with the subject of 
Fairtrade chocolate. Through 
the animated video and the 
various activities included in 
the pack, children are guided 
and supported in developing 
positive attitudes and values 
while also expanding their 

understanding of human rights. 

We have a dedicated 
presentation team that hosts 

to churches, businesses, 
health care officials, schools 
and community groups to 

inform their members/staff/
pupils about how human 

trafficking affects us here in 
Northern Ireland.  We need 
more volunteers to join the 

presentation team so that we 
can raise  as much awareness 

as possible.

ChilDren’s eDuCation
 prograMMe

presentation teaM

 We really look forward to hearing from you.

Crown Jesus Ministries are DelighteD to 
inVite You to our sChool oF eVangelisM 2018

The aim of the course is to 
inspire, equip and release 
not just individuals but the 

church into evangelism. If you 
want to take evangelism seriously 
in our contemporary culture 
through biblical, historical and 
practical studies then this is the 
course for you. 

Accredited by Moorlands College, 
the course goes wide in the grasp 
of the subject and deep in its 
application to everyday life. The 
school of evangelism doesn’t exist 
primarily to equip evangelists but 
to equip the church in evangelism.

we are delighted that 
inspirational speakers and friends 
from world class organisations will 
be participating this year. They 
include: Dr william Abraham, 
J.John, Jeri Hill, Joe Boot, Gareth 
Hydes, Mark Ritchie, Phil Hills, 
Pip Kerr, Barry woodward, Mark 
Greenwood, John edwards, Ian 
Coffey, Heather Kennedy, Phil 

Emerson, Scott McNamara and 
as well as input from The Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association 
Emerging Evangelists Institute 
and four weeks led by the RZIM 
team from the Oxford Centre for 
Christian Apologetics. 

The course starts on 15th January 
2018 and runs each Monday 
evening from 7.30pm – 9.30pm. 
It includes motivational talks, 
prayer and discussion groups. 
Additionally the course includes 
two optional Saturday workshops 
on street evangelism and Life 
Languages. The cost of the course 
is £350 and includes all material 
and books.

To book your place or to find out 
more about the course please 
visit https://www.crownjesus.org/
schoolofevangelism or contact 
Crown Jesus Ministries:

T:  028 90 738338
e:  info@crownjesus.org

‘One Of the best 
OrganisatiOns 
and cOurses 
i have seen in 
evangelism.’
Dr William abraham 
(Author and Albert Cook 
Outler Professor of 
wesley studies, Perkins 
School of Theology, 
Dallas.

‘the schOOl Of 
evangelism has 
had a great 
impact On my 
Own evangelism; 
it has given me 
mOre cOnfidence 
bringing up the 
cOnversatiOn 
with peOple, 
especially in my 
wOrk place.’
lydia
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he original vision for what became elim was clear. according 
to minutes of what became known as the ‘elim evangelistic 
Band,’ they met to discuss, “the best means of reaching 
ireland with the full Gospel on Pentecostal Lines.”

More than 100 years later, 
the Elim Pentecostal Church 
is working in dozens and 
dozens of countries around 
the world such as Malawi, 
Nigeria, Swaziland, Honduras, 
Cambodia, Romania, Nepal, 
Macedonia, France and Spain.  
In the British Isles, we have over 
500 local churches around the 
country from as far north as 
Fraserborough and as far south 
as St Peter Port, Guernsey; from 
as far east as Broadstairs in Kent 
and as far west as Westport in 
County Mayo, Ireland.

Today, we are part of a family 
of believers that number 
into the thousands in the 
Elim Movement, a wider 
family of around 600 million 
Pentecostals and somewhere 
in the region of 2.1 billion 
who identify themselves as 
Christians.

As we come to the end of 
today, somewhere between 
85,000 and 100,000 have 
begun following Jesus in the 
last 24 hours – and another 
100,000 will do so tomorrow, 
and the day after that and 
the day after that . . . God’s 
kingdom is growing!

We are never more than 
one generation away from 
extinction
However, we must remember 
that the Pentecostal Church 
has no birth-right. Any church 
in general is never more 
than one generation away 
from extinction. We have 
no entitlement. We cannot 
demand anything of God.

We have no residual power 
that is ours by divine right. 
What Paul said of himself 
to the Corinthians about 

t

his weakness, frailty and 
inadequacy could equally be 
said of us: “Last of all, to one 
untimely born, He appeared 
also to me. For I am the least of 
the apostles, unfit to be called 
an apostle . . . but by the grace 
of God I am what I am, and 
His grace towards me has not 
been in vain. On the contrary, I 
worked harder than any of them 
– though it was not I, but the 
grace of God that is with me,” (1 
Corinthians 15:8-10).

And later: “Such is the 
confidence that we have through 
Christ towards God. Not that we 
are competent of ourselves to 
claim anything as coming from 
us; our competence is from God, 
who has made us competent to 
be ministers of a new covenant, 
not of the letter but of spirit; for 
the letter kills, but the Spirit gives 
life.” (2 Corinthians 3:4-6).

Pentecostals have no ‘right’ to 
a better future. Presumption 
was the heart of israel’s folly
But make no mistake about it, 
we have no ‘right’ to a bright 
future simply because we 
bear the name ‘Pentecostal’ 
or are part of the Elim 
family. We must avoid being 
presumptuous, because it 
was this very sin that sat 
at the heart of Israel’s folly. 
The entire story of the Old 
Testament is one of a people 
who made assumptions. 

reV MalColM DunCan

W h y  P e n t e c o s t a l s  h a v e  r i g h t  t o  a

B r i g h t
F u t u r e

anY ChurCh is neVer 
More than one 
generation awaY FroM 
extinCtion. we haVe no 
entitleMent. we Cannot 
DeManD anYthing 
oF goD. we haVe no 
resiDual power that is 
ours BY DiVine right.
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We must not assume that 
Pentecostalism or elim has a 
secure future
The Hebrew people assumed 
that God would not let them 
be taken into exile, yet the 
Northern Kingdom was 
swept into Assyrian exile in 
722BC and the people of the 
Southern Kingdom were swept 
into a 70-year captivity first 
by the Babylonians and then 
continued by the Persians.
 
We must not allow our 
spirituality to be self-
absorbed and avoid it 
becoming all about us
The Children of Israel 
assumed that their privileged 
relationship with God was 
primarily for them to see what 
God was truly like and what 
a community transformed by 
grace, could be.

We must not allow ourselves 
to define our worship purely 
in terms of our singing, our 
music and our gatherings 
There is a deep lesson here for 
us from the Minor Prophets, 
perhaps particularly Amos, 
the southerner who was sent 
by God to the north to warn 
them of their continued self-
indulgence.

Amos quite literally circles 
Israel with his words, starting 
with God’s challenges to 
Damascus in 1:3, then moving 
to Gaza in 1:6; Tyre in 1:9; 
Edom in 1:11; the Ammonites 
in 1:13; Moab in 2:1; Judah 
(his own people) in 2:4 and 
the finally homing in on Israel 

herself in 2:6. His charge 
against them?

They are living double lives, 
worshipping God with passion 
and verve in their ceremonies 
and ignoring His precepts and 
principles in their communities 
and thereby missing the point 
of their witness to one another 
and to the world around them, 
as we read in Amos 2:6-8.

They have forgotten to care 
for the poor
“They sell the righteous for silver 
and the needy for a pair of 
sandals. They trample the head 
of the poor into the dust of the 
earth, and push the afflicted out 
of the way.”

They have abandoned their 
commitment to faithfulness, 
illustrated here by abandoning 
sexual ethics
“Father and son use the same 
girl, so that my holy name is 
profaned; they lay themselves 
down beside every altar on 
garments taken in pledge.”

They have lost their sense of 
reverence, awe and respect 
for god and the place of 
worship has become a place 
where they are satisfying their 
own desires at the expense of 
others.
“In the house of their God they 
drink wine bought with fines 
they imposed.”

So what about the Church 
today, and elim in particular?
The Church of Jesus Christ in 
general, and the Elim Church 
and Pentecostal Churches in 
particular, must not forget 
the poor, must not abandon 
our commitment to biblical 
faithfulness (including sexual 
ethics) and must not turn 
our worship experiences into 
self-indulgent feasts at the 
expense of the world around 
them.

If we do, we too will hear the 
tender but thundering voice of 
God to us as of Amos 5:21-27: 
“I hate, I despise your festivals, 
and I take no delight in your 
solemn assemblies. Even though 
you offer me your burnt offerings 
and grain-offerings, I will not 
accept them; and the offerings 
of well-being of your fatted 
animals I will not look upon. 
Take away from me the noise 
of your songs; I will not listen to 
the melody of your harps. But 
let justice roll down like an ever-
flowing stream.” el

@malcolmduncan 

Rev Malcolm Duncan

Dark clouds are descending
Growing darker as they fall
More openings and rifts appearing
In the skies above us all

As the darkness keeps on deepening
It covers all that lies below
Smothering small lights bravely 
standing
Extinguishing their glow

An unstoppable wave of darkness 
Rolling over continents & seas
BUT - as the darkness deepens 
All is not as we first see

Just like the crucifixion
The story’s not complete
God’s plan is still unfolding
For victory not defeat

In the power of Christ’s resurrection
And under His command
God’s people are still standing 
Lights in each and every land

The call to war is sounding
We cannot hide away
Our lights must shine more clearly
As we fight and show the way

Our battle’s just beginning
New courage must be found
In the power of Christ’s resurrection
We will stand and hold our ground.

Ann Silvester

the ChurCh oF 
Jesus Christ Must not 

Forget the poor, 
Must not aBanDon our 

CoMMitMent to BiBliCal 
FaithFulness

“ T h e  l i g h T  s h i n e s  i n  T h e  d a r k n e s s ,

a n d  t h e  d a r k n e s s

i n  t h e  D a r k n e s s ,

c a n  n E V E R  E x t i n g u i s h  i t .” e x t i n g u i s h  i t .”



A new year brings a whole new 365 days for us to have fun in.   
A whole year ahead to learn more about God! The Bible tells is 
full of promises - we could actually learn a new one every day 
but one that would be great for you to remember this year.

“His mercies are new every 
morning & His faithfulness is great” 

Lamentations 3:22-23

That means that every day, 
despite our mistakes, our 
failures, or the things we say 
and do wrong we get to still 
be friends with Jesus. 

We DO NOT ever need 
to carry guilt or shame, 
but walk in FREEDOM 
knowing that God loves 
us at all times. 

Whether you are a small 
kid or a big kid, still 
tiny or a little older God 
wants to remind you 

that you are FOREVER 
loved by Him.  You cannot 

outgrow His love.

As the

come and go, remember 
God is with you.  He is 
cheering you on and when 
He helps you win - celebrate 
and give him thanks.  
We have a party popper 
craft for you to use. 

days

You make me Brave 

What do they call 
Pastors in Germany?
German Shepherds

Who was the greatest 
comedian in the Bible? 
Samson - he brought the 
house down!

LOL 
COrner

1. Cut bottom of the paper cup, carefully ( you may need an adult to help) 
2. Then make your party popper popper – get tip off a balloon. TOP TIP: 

Cut ACROSS the “fold” of the balloon”. This fold is actually a “weak 
point in the balloon”. If you cut it so the fold is on “either side”, it is 
likely that the balloon will tear along here, as you stretch it over the cup.

3. Knot and stretch over the bottom of your cup. (some like to stretch it 
over the TOP of the cup, as the rim on the cup gives you extra hold. You 
can tape it in place or add an elastic to secure, but we found it was fine, 
just the way it was) 

4. Fill with pom poms and have FUN!!!!

Tell the World

Mini

1.  A paper cup
2. A balloon
3. Scissors
4. Tape or elastic to secure
5. Something to pop  

(pom poms or confetti) 

PaPer CuP 

Party PoPPer

InstruCtIOns:need:
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i
t’s hard to believe Danielle Gault was 
once a staunch atheist. Joy Tibbs met 
the irish entrepreneur who is now 
spreading the good news…. 

Danielle Gault made a commitment to 
God at the age of 12 and remembers 
experiencing a ‘whooshy feeling’, which 
she later realised was the Holy Spirit. 
However, Danielle’s father had died 
when she was a child and other difficult 
experiences had turned her into an angry 
teenager. Heavily reliant on drugs and 
alcohol, she overdosed several times and 
was also self-harming. 

“I was so full of hatred against everyone 
and everything,” she says. “I 
blamed God for a lot of things. 
In my arrogance, I actually 
turned people away from 
their faith.” 

Danielle studied
Environmental Science at
university before getting
a job on a small Greek
island looking after sea
turtles. She had
everything she ever
wanted, things were
going well, but at the age
of 24, her back
completely collapsed.

“My spinal cord was 
like an S shape,” 
she explains. “I had 
permanent pins 
and needles from 
my hips down and 

was on 29 prescribed 
tablets a day to calm 
the pain. My brain was 
totally mangled.”
Everything came to a 
head when a girl from 
the university called to 
find out what Danielle 
was doing with her life 
as part of an alumni 
research exercise. 

“I ended up pouring 
my entire heart out to 
her. I hung up and was 
staring at my phone like, 

‘What just 

happened?’ Then it 
starts ringing again and 
she said, ‘Hi, I could 
get fired for this, but 
I’m a Christian and I 
was just wondering if I 
could pray for you.’ I just 
said, ‘Yeah, OK,’ so she 
prayed with me.

“I phoned my mum, 
who was there with 
her prayer partner, 
and they’re shouting, 
‘Hallelujah!’ And I’m 
screaming, ‘This doesn’t 
mean anything! God’s 
still not real!’”

Two weeks later, 
Danielle woke up at her 
friend’s house after an 
illegal warehouse rave. 
She had completely 
trashed the place and 
her friend told her she 
was afraid of what 

Danielle had become.

30
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Danielle’s mum picked her up
for Easter dinner the next day
and started talking about the
Bible. Danielle screamed at her
to shut up, but then something
happened: “As I got out of the
car, I heard a voice that forever
changed my life.”

Complete transformation
After ‘the voice’ spoke to her
and called her by name,
Danielle experienced
consistent panic attacks for
days.

“On the third day, I’m standing 
at the back door smoking 
and my mum says, ‘God 
has the power to break the 
strongholds of fear in your 
life. Let me pray for you.’ I saw 
red and launched at her. I was 
going to kill her.

“I took two steps and 
something hit me. I fell on my 
knees, threw my hands up in 
the air and said, ‘Mummy, I 
don’t care what it takes. I need 
Jesus. I need help.’” They said 
the sinner’s prayer together 
and Danielle’s mum gave her a 
word from Song of Songs 2:11: 
“Behold, the winter is past.”

Danielle continues: “I came into 
my room and when I reached 
for my sleeping tablets, that 
same voice said, ‘You won’t 
be needing those anymore.’ 
As soon as my head hit that 
pillow I was KO’d. I hadn’t slept 
unaided in six months.” 

The next day, Danielle typed 
‘Jesus’ into YouTube, and Jesus 

Culture’s ‘Rooftops’ popped 
up. She had never heard of the 
band, but somehow she knew 
every word.

“I got down on my knees 
below my skylight and said, 
‘All that I am, I give into your 
loving hands. I’m all yours.’ 
And then that whooshy feeling 
came again. 

“I heard that voice say, ‘Today, 
salvation has come to this 
household.’ I looked out of my 
skylight and there were two 
doves twirling around, just like 
in Song of Songs.

“I went to a prayer meeting, 
and all of a sudden, it felt like 
someone dropped a match in 
my heart and my whole body 
went on fire. I prayed for the 
gift of tongues and the next 
day my tongue started doing 
something crazy. I recorded 
it and played it to my mum, 
and she said, ‘It’s OK, Danielle, 
it’s just the gift of speaking in 
tongues.’ I got baptised a week 
after in the Atlantic.”. 

a new vision
Danielle had an operation 
to fix her back, but was 
then diagnosed with four 
autoimmune diseases.

“Every day I was lying in my 
prayer room, crying out, ‘God 
help me!’ I was 25 and could 
barely move. I had no purpose. 
I said, ‘God, I’ll do whatever 
you want, but you’ve got to 
give me a new body. I’ll do 
anything!’ 

“Every morning, he’d wake 
me up with a Scripture and I’d 
see a picture. He said, ‘Child, 
I want you to draw what I’m 
showing you.’ So I started 
doodling, and I’m not good at 
art at all. I was seeing sheep 
and birdcages and hearing 
Jeremiah 1, and ‘Who the 
son sets free is free indeed’. I 
thought I’d lost it.

“I had a life-changing vision. I 
saw a barren wasteland with 
loads of cracked mud, and 
I watched these cards fall 
from the sky. As they fell to 
the ground, they started to 
produce life. Life was busting 
out of them.

“I heard the Lord say, ‘I want 
you to start a Christian card 
company and call it Manna 
Cards. They will be cards of 
encouragement for periods 
of wilderness. Use my word, 
which is the bread of life, to 
feed and sustain my sheep in 
their wilderness.’”

Danielle kept seeking God, 
seeing no way of realising this 
vision. One day, she got down 
on her knees and said, ‘I have 
no money, no experience in 
business, I can’t draw, I’ve 
never done graphic design, I 
don’t even have a computer. If 
this is you, God, I need a sign. 
You need to get me a Mac!’ 

“I didn’t tell anybody about the 
prayer. I picked my mum up 
the next day in Carrickfergus. 
She’s really excited and says, 
“Danielle, such and such came 

to me yesterday in church and 
said God told her to buy you a 
computer. I said you needed a 
Mac, and she said, ‘No problem.’

“So I’m there in the Mac shop 
absolutely bawling my eyes 
out. For a start, this is the 
most expensive thing I own, 
but it also means I really have 
to do this! I didn’t even know 
how to turn it on!”

Around this time, Danielle 
was miraculously healed at 
Openskies festival: “This lady 
from Bethel comes dancing 
over like a pixie and says, ‘Hey, 
girl. Can I pray for you?’ She 
laid hands on me and said, 
‘Are you feeling anything?’ I 
said, ‘No, but it’s OK. God’s 
obviously trying to develop my 
character.’ 

“She’s looking at me like I’m 
completely crazy. She’s like, 
‘Sweetie, that scripture you’re 
quoting is about persecution. 
What father would give his 
child a disease to develop its 
character? You’re believing a lie.’ 

“Then I heard the audible voice 
of God say, ‘Woman, you are 
loosed from your disability. 
Run!’ I ran out of the tent and 
around the field three times, 
throwing off my metal wrist 
supports and crutches. God 
had completely and utterly 
healed me.”.

Getting the ball rolling
Danielle took some card 
designs down to the local 
printer, who told her she 

needed specialised software 
and possibly a degree to design 
them: “I said, ‘Leave this with 
me. God is a God of miracles, 
and this is his company.’ 

“I go home and put my 
hands on the miracle Mac. I 
download a 30-day free trial 
of Adobe Creative Cloud and 
say, ‘Lord, in the name of 
Jesus, I need to know how 
to use these programmes. 
Amen.’ I just opened Illustrator 
and knew how to use it. I had 
everything back to the printer 
within ten days, and he was 
completely flabbergasted.” 
Danielle ended up working 
there as a graphic designer. 
Her colleagues constantly 
bombarded her with questions 
about God, so, during a Kari 
Jobe concert, she collected up 
a load of pens, mugs and Word 
for Today booklets from a UCB 
stand to distribute around the 
office. 

“The next day, I’m sitting alone 
in the office and this woman 
walks in. She says, ‘Hi, I’m the 

Northern Ireland director for 
United Christian Broadcasters.’ 
I scream at her – a customer 
–  across the shop, ‘Shut up! 
Are you serious?’ She’s looking 
so affronted. I lift my Word for 
Today and she’s like, ‘No way!’ 

“The Holy Spirit kept saying to 
her ‘Chatterbox, Chatterbox, 
Chatterbox,’ which was the 
name of our newspaper. She 
googled it and just walked 
into the office. UCB took a 
full page in the newspaper, 
so God’s Word was going 
into 75,000 homes all over 
Northern Ireland.” 

Danielle left to go full-time
with Manna Cards in January
2016. At the time, eight
stockists were selling the
cards, but that number quickly
increased to over 70 outlets
and counting. Danielle is quick
to give God the glory for the
incredible miracles he has
done in her life.

To find out more, visit 
mannacards.co.uk.  el
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We arrived in Douala, Cameroon on 
the evening of Friday 3rd November.  It 
was very warm and sticky and we were 
tired after our very long journey, but 
anticipation was in the air.  

Gilles Lesieur, a representative from 
Elim France, and I had met earlier that 
morning in Charles de Gaul airport in 
Paris; it was 
through him that 
initial contact 
with Pastor 
Wilfried Mbenga 
and his wife, 
Patience, had 
been established 
and it is from 
this basis that the connection continues 
to flourish.  Our conversation was 
limited due to my lack of French and 
his similar challenges with English. 
Nevertheless, our rapport was warm 
and we were excited at the opportunity 
to work together. When we arrived at 
the church for the weekend of the 10th 
Anniversary, Boureima Diallo, Elim’s 
Missionary in Burkina Faso, joined us 
and, at last, we had mutual support with 
translation.

Despite the language challenges, 
we shared a weekend of ministry 
opportunities and celebrations.  
Between us, we taught on the ‘Holy 
Spirit’, ‘The Multiplication of Disciples’, 
‘Church Planting’ and ‘The Church that 
Works Well.’  As part of that weekend, 
we were privileged to share in the 
dedication of a new church building as 
well as freshly appointed elders and 
deacons.  It was inspiring and humbling 
to see what God is doing in an area of 
extreme poverty, social deprivation and 
deep spiritual need.  God’s people are 
reaching out and ministering into these 
needs, seeing lives changed and souls 
saved under the authority of the Gospel. 

Our visit to the orphanage filled us with 
admiration and hope.  This ministry 
flows from Patience’s heart and no one 

could deny or fail 
to be impacted 
by her passion, 
compassion, 
vision and joy 
when she shares 
her heart.  In 
this environment 
she just ‘comes 

alive’.  There are so many stories that 
could be told, but one will illustrate 
the adjoining threads of tragedy and 
beauty that are being woven in that 
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“MaY the people praise You, goD; MaY all the 
peoples praise You. MaY the nations Be glaD anD 
sing For JoY, For You rule the peoples with equitY 
anD guiDe the nations oF the earth. MaY the peoples 
praise You, goD; MaY all the peoples praise You.” 
psalM 67:3-5  

as new Doors
open

roY Johnston

IT WAS INSPIRING AND HUMBLING 
TO SEE what god is doing IN 
AN AREA OF EXTREME POVERTY, 
SOCIAL DEPRIVATION AND DEEP 

SPIRITUAL NEED.
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Some five months previously, 
the authorities requested to 
place a baby into their care.  
She was just fourteen days 
old and had been found in a 
dustbin; literally discarded by 
her mother.  It was discovered 
that, tragically, the little 
girl was also HIV 
positive. It would 
appear that her 
life had begun 
without love 
or hope.  But 
God stepped 
in and has 
begun a new 
story for her little 
life, the one He has 
written.  God’s plan began 
to unfold and this little one 
is now rescued, placed in a 
loving and safe environment 
and, praise God, is thriving. 
She has been surrounded by 
prayer and recent blood tests 
have returned a now negative 
result from the AIDS virus.  
Other tests have to be done to 
confirm this but we continue to 
believe God and to praise Him 
for a life rescued and healed 
and the amazing grace of God 
at work!

Towards the end of our time 
in Cameroon, we were joined 
by a team from a French 
speaking church in London, led 
by Pastor Dravie Deo-Gratias. 
They embarked on a week of 
evangelism and a crusade.  By 
the end of the week, 105 souls 
had made a commitment to 
faith in Jesus.  Hallelujah, how 
great is our God!    

Cameroon 
was hard to 

leave, but we 
journeyed on to 

Lome, Togo, where we were 
warmly welcomed by Pastor 
Awi Baoubadi, his wife Beatrice 
and some other Pastors and 
friends. We were very excited 
and impressed with the work 
for the Lord that is being done 
in that small, yet beautiful, 
country.  There were quite a 
number of people who made 
first time commitments to 
the Lord, others who were 
deeply ministered to, helped, 
strengthened and encouraged.  
There were opportunities to 
visit some of the churches 
that have been planted and 
a primary school called ‘Elim 
Kingdom Academy’. 

It has been a wonderful 
privilege to meet so many 
faithful men and women of 
God in Western Africa, who 
are rising up within their local 
communities to impact the 
lives of individuals and, in 

turn, to gradually impact their 
communities. They love the 
Lord, they love His Word, they 
love people and they love 
serving.  It is exciting to realise 
that all these ‘new links’ want 
to be part of the Elim Global 
family.  What an opportunity 
to participate in encouraging, 
developing, nurturing, sharing, 
sowing and supporting these 
dear brothers and sisters in 
Christ as they reach out with 
the love of God to rescue their 
communities with the power 
of the Gospel. May the Lord 
guide us as we develop these 
emerging partnerships for His 
glory. ‘Together we sow.’ el

Clair oates

Then I had an opportunity to go to Swaziland 
and I worked with the nurse there for two 
weeks – and something clicked - a passion and 
excitement to come back full time, which I did in 
May 2014, aged 50 years.

Swaziland is the smallest country in Africa and 
has the highest rate of HIV in the world. 
A population of 1 million, of which about 
150,000 are orphaned children. It is a country 
that is steeped in ancestral worship which over 
the centuries has mixed itself with Christianity. 
This in itself is a challenge, as many profess to a 
faith in God whilst not knowing Jesus.

My work here is with Challenge Ministries, 
a faith based organisation, who aim to reach 
Swaziland with the gospel, having a goal of 60 
community developments or church plants, 
using indigenous people to reach their own 
people. Health is a huge part of this vision.

MissionarY FoCus

CLaIr oates

y calling as a missionary came after a 
time of traumatic change in my personal 
circumstances. i never questioned God’s 
reasoning behind it but instead threw myself 
into serving him. Working as a nurse, i knew 
that this was something god had called me to 
do as preparation for something else.  i was in 
my mid 30’s when i trained.

So I set myself some life targets and one thing 
I had always wanted to do was go on a mission 
trip. This chance came in 2012 and I went 
to Uganda, doing health work amongst other 
things. My life was changed, and returning to my 
job became hard. I was very unsettled.

M
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we have now trained (to date), 78 volunteers 
in basic health care to go out into their 
communities as home based care workers, 
tending to the elderly, sick, vulnerable, giving 
advice on hygiene and nutrition, and reporting 
to us each month so that we can advise them, 
or go with them to see those who need a more 
involved assessment.

We go all over the country, into very rural 
areas where poverty and polygamy are high, 
along with HIV infections. Tuberculosis is also a 
challenge especially to those  with HIV as they 
are more susceptible.

We hold four regular clinics at the moment 
in deprived locations where access to health 
care is difficult. We can see between 200-400 
patients per month.

Through our clinics and home visits we identify 
all sorts of issues ranging from sicknesses that 
we can refer to specialists at the government 
hospitals, to children being neglected or 
sexually abused, involving social services to 
place those at risk in safe places. 

As part of our home visitations we give out 
food parcels to those who are most in need. 
These mainly are orphan-headed families; 
elderly widows and occasionally elderly men, or 
families run by widows of orphaned children. 
A huge challenge is the fact that it’s the middle 
aged generation who have died from HIV/AIDS 
and the grandparents (mainly widows) are left 
to raise the children, but they are too old or 
infirm to earn a living. Needless to say many 
children are unable to go to school as even this 
costs money.

Each month we hold a disability group for 
people and their carers in our community. They 
range from adults to children with a variety of 
physical and learning difficulties. They come for 
fun, fellowship and food.

Where funding allows (usually from donors 
who support the work that we do), we are able 
to help people with repairing homes, buying 
school uniforms/shoes, buying extra food stuffs, 
and as in the case of a blind girl, we will fund 
her to go to a mission boarding school for two 
years, learning various life skills so she can earn 
a living for herself. We have a plan also to set 
one of our disabled young men up in a business 
after he graduated from this same school. 

We are reaching new people, in new areas, 
holding spot-clinics, doing health education/
teaching, caring for the sick and deprived 
people, whilst preaching the love of God, 
hopefully being the hands and feet of Jesus, 
changing lives, one person at a time. We have 
seen all types of people, including witchdoctors, 
giving their lives to Christ. It’s a real honour 
serving God and the people of Swaziland. el

online:       Midnight, 31st January 2018
hard copy:  31st January 2018
      €5 Entry Fee

All prize winners, and other notable 
entries, will appear in a paperback book 
“A Celebration of Life” published by 
Success Services Ireland Press. 

Prizes will also be awarded in each 
category, for both adults and under-18s,  
gift vouchers of €100 for 1st prizes, and 
€50 runners up.

DEADLINES

 » Poems (40 lines)
 » Songs (5 minutes)
 » Blogs  (500 words)
 » Journalistic Opinion Piece (500 words)
 » Fictional Short Story (1000 words)
 » True Story (1000 words)
 » Sketch or Play (1000 words)

THE COMPETITION IS OPEN IN 
SEvEn caTEgoRIES:

Entries must be written in English. All work must be 
original and unaided. All entries should be consistent 
with the theme of Celebrating the Gift of Life.

The value of human life will be firmly 
in the media spotlight in coming 
months. The campaign to repeal the 
Eighth Amendment (the clause in the 
Irish constitution which enshrines the 
unborn child’s right to life) will provoke 
conversations in every home about 
when life begins. 

How can Christians contribute meaningfully 
to this national debate in ways that 
authentically reflect the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ? Celebrating the Gift of Life Writing 
Competition is a unique opportunity to 
produce life-affirming works of literature 
that can provide positive inspiration for 
those who want life to be valued.

W r i t i n g

C o m p e t i t i o n

For full detail, entry terms and conditions visit www.writingcompetition.org

we are reaChing new 
people in new areas, 
Caring For the siCk 
anD DepriVeD, whilst 
preaChing the loVe oF 
goD, Being the hanDs 
anD Feet oF Jesus, 
CHanGInG LIves, one 
person at a tIMe.
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